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The National Kidney Foundation

Kidney disease is a major health problem in  
the United States and around the world.  
 26 million Americans currently have chronic 

kidney disease, more than 88,000 Americans are on 
the waiting list for a lifesaving kidney transplant, and 
more than 380,000 rely on a dialysis machine to keep 
them alive. 

Because symptoms may not appear until the kidneys are actually 
failing, millions of people with kidney damage remain unaware and 
are not taking steps to protect the health of their kidneys. 
 
The National Kidney Foundation (NKF) has been providing help and 
hope in the fight against kidney disease since 1950. Today, with local 
offices across the country, NKF is meeting the growing public health 
challenge of chronic kidney disease with a range of vital programs 
and services for the public, patients and healthcare professionals. 

• Extensive public, patient and professional education 

• Free early detection screenings for those at risk for kidney disease 

• Patient advocacy through public policy and legislative action 

• Promotion of organ donation 

• �Support of research into the prevention and treatment of  
kidney disease

The NKF relies on individual donations, corporate sponsorships, 
foundation and government grants, membership and special  
events to support its range of programs, services and initiatives. 
Find out more at kidney.org.

kidney.org
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The mission of the National Kidney Foundation is to improve the lives of people affected by kidney disease.  

Our patient-focused research programs accomplish this in two ways. 

First, we support studies that contribute knowledge that can be applied toward a greater understanding of  

diseases, epidemiology and treatment. Complementing what we have accomplished with the KDOQI Guidelines,  

the research program funds studies that address unmet areas and fill gaps in our knowledge.

Secondly, the program fosters the development of future research scientists. By providing funding at the early  

stages of training, the NKF is contributing to the birth of a nephrologist’s research career and a lifetime of  

scientific contributions to the knowledge that improves the lives of those we serve. 

The National Kidney Foundation is excited about these possibilities, just as we were when we first introduced 

research proposals supporting our professional councils, and when we recognized the need to expand our support for 

emerging clinical scientists. The National Kidney Foundation has delivered $90,000,000 of research funding into the 

kidney community to date. When you read this report, take stock of the impact of this research and imagine how its 

future success could help us make amazing advances in kidney healthcare.  

As a former NKF grant recipient, I personally thank the NKF for giving me my start. Your ongoing support is so 

important and, we hope that, once again, you will consider making a contribution to these amazing endeavors.

Thank you,

Lynda A. Szczech, MD, MSCE, FASN 
President 
National Kidney Foundation

Message froM the President

Lynda A. Szczech 
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The NKF Research Program

During the last 40 years, NKF has invested  
$90 million to support over 1,000 
researchers investigating the causes and 

treatments for kidney disease. 

NKF and its local offices have been funding the work of promising 

young scientists in major centers around the US through a variety 

of career development awards, including Research Fellowships 

and Young Investigator Grants. This year, scientists backed by 

NKF are studying a wide and diverse range of topics related to 

diabetes, high blood pressure, chronic kidney disease, dialysis,  

and transplantation that will ultimately impact patient care.

NKF research fellows are exploring non-invasive monitoring for 

earlier detection of possible organ rejection among transplant 

recipients. Other researchers are studying polycystic disease and 

identification of protective factors for acute kidney injury.

NKF also expanded its research portfolio with two new Kidney 

Disease Outcomes Quality Initiative (KDOQITM) grants. NKF is now 

funding a total of four KDOQI research grants, each supported 

at the level of $150,000 annually for three years. The aim of this 

expansion is to improve clinical practice guidelines, provide 

more authoritative guidance regarding tests and therapies, and, 

ultimately, enhance patient outcomes. 

In addition, this year NKF is funding its first KDOQI Fellowships. 

These fellowships are designed to provide training opportunities in 

epidemiology, biostatistics, translational research, health systems 

research and/or health outcomes research to prepare young 

investigators to address the gaps in knowledge identified in the 

process of developing KDOQI Clinical Practice Guidelines.
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DR. Michelle Denburg 				         Connecting Through Clinical Care

As a teenage volunteer at New York Hospital, 

Michelle Denburg didn’t realize her future career 

path was being charted. Her interest in medicine was 

sparked as she walked the halls of the pediatric ward, 

and by the time she finished a second volunteer stint 

in college, her choice was solidified. As a sophomore, 

Denburg decided to be premed and major in biology.

As an undergraduate, she spent summers working in 

labs, conducting basic science research. She studied 

kidney disease in patients with lupus, and in her 

senior year of college, she received a fellowship from 

the National Kidney Foundation of Connecticut, 

which helped her investigate the kidney’s response 

“I appreciated the technical 

experience I had previously 

acquired, but the year 

dedicated to clinical research 

made me realize that the 

projects I was most invested 

in were those with a tangible 

connection to patient care.” 

  Spotlight  on our researchers
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to injury. She thoroughly enjoyed the basic science 

experience, but a Doris Duke Clinical Research 

Fellowship during medical school steered her in the 

direction of patient-oriented research.

Today, she is the recipient of a NKF KDOQI Research 

Grant, through which she’s working with her mentor, 

Dr. Mary Leonard, to understand vitamin D status 

in children and adults with nephrotic syndrome. Dr. 

Leonard is a distinguished leader in bone health and 

nutrition in chronic kidney disease, and Denburg has 

worked with her on several other projects over the past 

few years.  

“People with nephrotic syndrome have significant 

proteinuria, which means they leak large quantities of 

protein in their urine. This includes the proteins that 

carry vitamin D, and therefore they have low levels of 

total vitamin D in their blood,” says Denburg.  

It’s widely known that vitamin D is important 

for bone health, but Denburg says it also acts on 

the immune and cardiovascular systems. Vitamin 

D deficiency has been associated with infection, 

inflammation, diabetes, autoimmune disease and 

cardiovascular disease.

Denburg says the Institute of Medicine recently called 

for more studies on the non-skeletal effects of vitamin 

D, since there isn’t enough evidence regarding what 

defines sufficient vitamin D for other aspects of health.

 “The patients with significant proteinuria are unique,” 

says Denburg. “Conventional measures of vitamin D stores 

in the body may not be appropriate for them because they 

lose the two proteins to which vitamin D is bound in the 

blood—albumin and vitamin D-binding protein.

“I’m trying to better understand what the total levels 

of vitamin D mean. Prior studies have shown that 

the level is low, but [its] clinical significance is not 

understood. In terms of treatment, it is really important 

to know what adequate levels of vitamin D in these 

patients should be. Patients who do not respond 

to treatment of their proteinuria and have ongoing 

losses of vitamin D are at high risk of developing true 

deficiency and may require different treatment.”

When asked what keeps her passionate about her 

work, Denburg says it’s the opportunity to practice 

evidence-based medicine. She recounts the one patient 

who presented with severe vitamin D deficiency who 

sparked her interest in this topic. When she researched 

further, she realized that the literature on the subject 

was outdated and confusing and there was room 

for further study. “Through patient care, needs are 

identified and ideas are born. I can then design a study 

to address those needs and bring my findings back to 

the patients.”

 A proud mother of two boys, ages three months and 

four years old, Denburg says she enjoys reading and 

the theater, although those passions have been put on 

hold as she cares for her children and her patients.

Denburg says she’s appreciative of the support she’s 

received from NKF all along her career path. “It’s come 

full circle for me. I had the small summer grant as an 

undergrad, and now I’m a recipient of the larger KDOQI 

Research Grant. I hope I can continue to use NKF funds 

to contribute significantly to the field of nephrology.”

DR. Michelle Denburg 				         Connecting Through Clinical Care

“Through patient care, needs 

are identified and ideas are 

born. I can then design  

a study to address those 

needs and bring my findings 

back to the patients.”

  Spotlight  on our researchers
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Rowena Bayudan Delos Santos, MD
Oregon Health and Science University
Portland, Oregon
Title of Project: Cardiac Risk Score in  
Kidney Transplant Evaluation
Sponsor: Suzanne G. Watnick, MD
Co-Sponsor: Douglas J. Norman, MD

Michelle R. Denburg, MD
The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Title of Project: Nephrotic-Range  
Proteinuria: Impact on Vitamin D Status
Sponsor: Mary B. Leonard, MD

Peter Soderland, MD
Boston Medical Center
Boston, Massachusetts 
Title of Project: Atrial Fibrillation in CKD
Sponsor: James Samuel Kaufman, MD

Gautham Viswanathan, MD
Tufts Medical Center
Boston, Massachusetts 
Title of Project: Albuminuria in CKD
Sponsor: Lesley A. Stevens, MD
Co-Sponsor: Mark J. Sarnak, MD

Jon David Ahlstrom, PhD
The University of Utah
Salt Lake City, Utah
Title of Project: Identification  
of Protective Factors for AKI
Sponsor: Christof Westenfelder, MD

Emily Gwendolyn Farrow, PhD
Indiana University
Indianapolis, Indiana
Title of Project: Role of FGF23 in  
CKD-MBD Hyperparathyroidism
Sponsor: Kenneth E. White, PhD

Kimberly C. Gilbert, MD
Vanderbilt University
Nashville, Tennessee 
Title of Project: PPAR Agonist on CYP  
Monooxygenase Activity in Humans
Sponsor: Nancy J. Brown, MD

Felix Knauf, MD
Yale University School of Medicine
New Haven, Connecticut
Title of Project: Molecular Physiology  
of Urinary Oxalate Excretion
Sponsor: Peter S. Aronson, MD

Hugo Raedler, MD
Mount Sinai School of Medicine
New York, New York
Title of Project: Complement  
and Alloreactive B Cells
Sponsor: Peter S. Heeger, MD

Allon Friedman, MD
Indiana University
Indianapolis, Indiana
Title of Project: N-3 Fatty Acids and Sudden  
Cardiac Death in Hemodialysis

Peter S. Heeger, MD
Mount Sinai School of Medicine
New York, New York
Title of Project: Vitamin D Repletion and  
Immunity in Dialysis Patients

Franklin McDonald, MD, Fresenius  
Medical Care Clinical Research  
YOUNG INVESTIGATOR AWARD of  
the National Kidney Foundation

Timmy Chang Lee, MD
University of Cincinnati Medical Center
Cincinnati, Ohio
Title of Project: Evaluating Processes of  
Care to Increase AVF Incidence
Mentor: Prabir Roy-Chaudhury, PhD

Research Awards
Effective July 1, 2010

Nkf KDOQI™ FELLOWSHIPS Nkf FELLOWSHIPS Nkf KDOQI™ Research Grants

National Kidney Foundation
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Minh-tri nguyen, Md, CM
McGill university
Montreal, Quebec, canada
title of Project: The Role of Th17 and Regulatory  
T Cells in Mouse Renal Ischemia-Reperfusion  
Injury as a Model of Delayed Graft Function  
Post-Kidney Transplantation 

CounCil of nePhrology soCial  
worKers grant

Bradley Manton, Msw
Renal Research international
carrboro, North carolina
title of Project: African American  
Attitudes Toward Kidney Transplant

CounCil on renal nutrition grant

Mary sChanler, Ms, rd
Winthrop university hospital
Mineola, New york
title of Project: Ergocalciferol Treatment  
of Pruritis in Hemodialysis Patients

CounCil of nePhrology nurses  
and teChniCians grant

houry Puzantian, Ms, Bsn
university of pennsylvania
philadelphia, pennsylvania 
title of Project: Age and Cardiovascular  
Event-Free Survival in CKD

nKf Professional CounCils researCh 
grant reCiPients

aMeriCan soCiety of transPlant surgeons 
and the national Kidney foundation 
folKert Belzer, Md, researCh award
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hishaM Bazzi, Phd
Sloan-Kettering Institute for Cancer Research
New york, New york
title of Project: Centrosomes and  
Signaling in PKD  
sponsor: Kathryn Anderson, PhD

Preeti Chandra, Md
university of Michigan
ann arbor, Michigan
title of Project: Heart Rate Variability  
(HRV) in Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD)
sponsor: Rajiv saran, Md

aBanti Chaudhuri, Md
stanford university school of Medicine
stanford, california
title of Project: Urinary Biomarker Discovery and 
Validation for Diagnosis and Risk Stratification of 
Acute Renal Transplant Rejection
sponsor: Minnie M. sarwal, Md, phd

aMlan das, Phd
university of pennsylvania
philadelphia, pennsylvania 
title of Project: The Role of the Exocyst in Kidney 
Epithelial Cell Ciliogenesis
sponsor: Wei Guo, phd

wassiM el Jouni, Md, Phd
Brigham and Women‘s hospital
Boston, Massachusetts 
title of Project: Calcium Signaling and  
Cell Division in Polycystic Kidney Disease
sponsor: Jing Zhou, Md, phd

Kelly anne hyndMan, Phd
Medical college of Georgia
augusta, Georgia
title of Project: Nitric Oxide Synthase  
and Dynamin: A Novel Mechanism in ENaC 
Trafficking in the Renal Collecting Duct
sponsor: Jennifer s. pollock, phd

yasunori iwata, Phd
Brigham and Women‘s hospital
Boston, Massachusetts 
title of Project: Colony Stimulating Factor-1:  
Central to Renal Repair
sponsor: Vicki Rubin Kelley, phd

Vidya Malini raJ KrishnaMurthy, Md
university of utah
salt lake city, utah
title of Project: Cholecalciferol Therapy in  
Calcidiol-Deficient, Non-Diabetic Hemodialysis 
Patients on Therapeutic Doses of Paricalcitol
sponsor: srinivasan Beddhu, Md
Co-sponsor: tom Greene, phd

PatriCia outeda-garCia, Phd
Johns hopkins university
Baltimore, Maryland
title of Project: Role of Polycystins in the  
Vascular System
sponsor: terry J. Watnick, Md

anushree Chaitanya shirali, Md
yale university
New haven, connecticut
title of Project: Nanoparticle Encapsulated Delivery  
of Immunusuppression During Transplantation
sponsor: daniel R. Goldstein, Md

ReseaRch aWaRds
EFFECTIvE July 1, 2009

NatioNal KidNey FouNdatioN

nKf fellowshiPs
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Bristol-Myers sQuiBB young inVestigator 
grant of the national Kidney foundation

geoffrey CaMirand, Md
university of pittsburgh
pittsburgh, pennsylvania
title of Project: In Situ Visualization of  
Tolerance in Allogeneic Transplantation
Mentor: Fadi G. lakkis, Md

shaul g. Massry, Md, young inVestigator  
grant of the national Kidney foundation

ViPul C. Chitalia, Md, Phd
Boston Medical center
Boston, Massachusetts 
title of Project: Role of Wnt Signaling in  
Uremia-Induced Endothelial Dysfunction
Mentor: elazer R. edelman, Md, phd

Pfizer young inVestigator grant of the 
national Kidney foundation

Christine B. sethna, Md
the Feinstein institute for Medical Research
Manhasset, New york
title of Project: Nocturnal Hypertension  
in Pediatric Renal Transplantation
Mentor: howard trachtman, Md

ViCtor Chaltiel young inVestigator grant  
of the national Kidney foundation

sCott edward wenderfer, Md, Phd
The university of Texas Health Science  
center houston
Houston, Texas
title of Project: Immune Complex Receptors  
on Cells of the Glomerulus
Mentor: Michael c. Braun, Md

fresenius MediCal Care young inVestigator 
grant of the national Kidney foundation

JaMes B. wetMore, Md
university of Kansas Medical center  
Research institute, inc.
Kansas city, Kansas
title of Project: Warfarin in Dialysis Patients  
with Chronic Atrial Fibrillation
Mentor: edward F. ellerbeck, Md, Mph

Josef Coresh, Md, Phd
Johns hopkins Bloomberg school of public health
Baltimore, Maryland
title of Project: Complications and Prognosis  
of CKD in the US Population

Chester h. fox, Md
the Research Foundation of state university of  
New york on behalf of university of Buffalo
Buffalo, New york
title of Project: Implementing KDOQI Guidelines in 
Primary Care Practices

thoMas PhaM, Md
the ohio state university
Columbus, Ohio
title of Project: Investigating the Role of CD8+  
T Cell and B Cell Interactions in the Regulation  
of Post-Transplant Alloantibody Production

nKf young inVestigators grants nKf KdoQi researCh grants

aMeriCan soCiety of transPlant 
surgeons and the national Kidney 
foundation folKert Belzer, Md, 
researCh award
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Dr. Timmy Lee is working to improve quality of life 

and care for those on dialysis. The Assistant Professor 

of Clinical Medicine at the University of Cincinnati was 

awarded the third National Kidney Foundation Franklin 

McDonald, MD, Fresenius Medical Care Clinical 

Research Young Investigator Award. He received a three-

year grant to support his work in increasing the use of 

arteriovenous fistula (AVF). 

According to the National Kidney Foundation, an AVF is 

the preferred method of dialysis access, since its long-

term outcomes have been proven better than catheters 

and grafts. Dialysis patients who use AVFs have fewer 

infections and hospitalizations and a lower mortality rate.

“The initial goal of NKF’s Kidney Disease Outcomes 

Quality Initiative (KDOQI) Guidelines on vascular 

access was to have 40 percent of those currently 

on dialysis using AVF,” says Dr. Lee. “With the 

dissemination of the KDOQI Guidelines and the 

implementation of the government’s Fistula First 

Initiative, that goal has been exceeded. About 50 

percent of those currently on dialysis use AVFs.  

Dr. Timmy Lee 				                         Early Referral and dedicated focus for better outcomes

  Spotlight  on our researchers

“...only about 15 percent of those 

initiating dialysis begin with an 

AVF and that’s the group I will be 

focusing on.”
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Both KDOQI and the Fistula First Initiative have now 

revised their goals to 65 percent for AVF utilization in 

people currently on hemodialysis. However, only about 

15 percent of those initiating dialysis begin with an AVF 

and that’s the group I will be focusing on.”

Dr. Lee’s research project will investigate ways to 

increase AVF use in those starting dialysis for the first 

time. “Barriers to beginning dialysis with AVF include 

the necessity of early referral from an internist to a 

nephrologist. If dialysis is needed on an emergency 

basis, the patient would have to start with a catheter. If 

advance planning is done, there is time for an AVF to 

grow. In order to use an AVF, patients must be referred 

by their nephrologist for vein mapping so the surgeon 

knows in which vessels they can insert the access. Once 

surgery is performed, the growth of the access must 

be monitored closely. So the entire process can take 

anywhere from three to six months,” says Dr. Lee. 

Dr. Lee’s research is an observational study, to be 

conducted in a new multidisciplinary Veterans 

Administration clinic in Cincinnati, that will focus 

on patients with stage 4 and 5 chronic kidney disease 

who are not yet on dialysis. Surgeons, dietitians, nurse 

practitioners and nephrologists will work to improve 

AVF use and data will be compared to a historical 

control group. The research project will analyze at what 

level of kidney function, or GFR, nephrologists begin 

planning and discussing dialysis modality selection 

and at what GFR level the vessel mapping and surgery 

is being performed. The goal is to learn what impact 

early referral and a dedicated focus on vascular access 

care in patients with advanced chronic kidney disease 

have on the rate of incident AVF use. 

“If the data we collect from this observational study shows 

that the clinic is significantly improving AVF use because 

of earlier vessel mapping and surgery, then we will try to 

replicate these results within Veterans Administration 

systems nationwide through KDOQI and Fistula First. We 

will recommend the widespread establishment of these 

multidisciplinary clinics,” says Dr. Lee. 

“The Franklin McDonald, MD, Fresenius Medical Care 

Clinical Research Young Investigator Award is designed 

to stimulate clinical research which could ultimately 

result in improved care for patients with end-stage 

renal disease,” says Dolph Chianchiano, NKF Senior 

VP for Health Policy and Research. “We are pleased 

to fund Dr. Lee’s promising research through this 

award, which was named in memory of Dr. Franklin D. 

McDonald, a nephrologist who dedicated more than 20 

years of volunteer activity to the patient service goals of 

the NKF.”

The Franklin McDonald, MD, Fresenius Medical Care 

Clinical Research Young Investigator Award was made 

possible by the generosity of Fresenius Medical Care 

North America. 

“If the data we collect from this observational study shows that the clinic is 

significantly improving AVF use because of earlier vessel mapping and surgery, 

then we will try to replicate these results within Veterans Administration systems 

nationwide through KDOQI and Fistula First,” says Dr. Lee. 

Dr. Timmy Lee 				                         Early Referral and dedicated focus for better outcomes

  Spotlight  on our researchers



www.kidney.org14

Meredith Atkinson, MD
Johns Hopkins Children’s Center 
Baltimore, Maryland
Title of Project: Role of Inflammation  
and Hepcidin in the Anemia of Chronic  
Kidney Disease in Children
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF MARYLAND

Bidhan Bandyopadhyay, PhD
Georgetown University Medical Center 
Washington, DC 
Title of Project: Function of TRPC4 in  
Kidney Proximal Tubule
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION SERVING  
THE NATIONAL CAPITAL AREA

Marie Bodell, MD
University of Rochester 
Rochester, New York
Title of Project: Modeling the Effect of  
Plasma Exchange on Anti-ABO Antibody  
Kinetics for Kidney Transplantation
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION  
SERVING UPSTATE NEW YORK

Rochelle Cunningham, MD
University of Maryland 
Baltimore, Maryland
Title of Project: The Role of NHERF-3 in  
the Regulation and Cell Sure Expression  
of the Type IIC Na/Pi Cotransporter
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF MARYLAND

Michelle Estrella, MD
Johns Hopkins University 
Baltimore, Maryland
Title of Project: Impact of Vitamin D on  
Kidney Health in HIV-Infected Individuals
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF MARYLAND

Derek Fine, MD
Johns Hopkins University
Baltimore, Maryland
Title of Project: Cyclohexanone Kinetics  
in Hemodialysis Patients
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF MARYLAND

Gaurav Gupta, MD
Johns Hopkins University 
Baltimore, Maryland
Title of Project: The Role of Abnormally  
Glycosylated Tamm-Horsfall Protein in the 
Development of BK Virus Nephropathy
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF MARYLAND

Erum Hartung, MD
Johns Hopkins University 
Baltimore, Maryland
Title of Project: Liver Disease in Autosomal  
Recessive Polycystic Kidney Disease: 
Characterization of Key Signalling Pathways 
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF MARYLAND 

John Kevin Hix, MD
Rochester General Hospital 
Rochester, New York
Title of Project: Can Canivaptan Induce Water 
Diuresis in Overhydrated Subjects Despite DDAVP?
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION SERVING  
UPSTATE NEW YORK

Vijay Jain, MD
Unity Health 
Rochester, New York
Title of Project: Cost of Dialysis Drugs:  
A Step Towards the Final Bundled  
Payment System in 2014 
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION SERVING  
UPSTATE NEW YORK

Hong Ji, MD
Georgetown University 
Washington, DC
Title of Project: Role of LH and FSH in  
Hypertension and Associated Renal Disease 
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION SERVING  
THE NATIONAL CAPITAL AREA

Jiansen Jiang, MD
UCLA Medical Center 
Los Angeles, California
Title of Project: High Resolution Structural 
Characterization of NBCel-A by Cyro-EM
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION SERVING SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA AND SOUTHERN NEVADA

Hyunho Kim, PhD
Johns Hopkins University 
Baltimore, Maryland
Title of Project: Cleaved and Uncleaved Full-
Length Polycystin-1 Regulate the 56K Dependent 
Translation Through the Different Signal Pathways
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF MARYLAND   

Affiliate and Division Research Awards
2011

National Kidney Foundation
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Thu Le, MD
University of Virginia 
Charlottesville, Virginia
Title of Project: Effects of GSTM1 Null  
Polymorphism in Hypertensive Nephrosclerosis
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION SERVING VIRGINIA

Li Li, MD
University of Utah 
Salt Lake City, Utah
Title of Project: Crucial Role of Angiogenesis in 
Hemodialysis Ateriovenous Graft Stenosis
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF UTAH & IDAHO

Min Li, MD, PhD
Tulane University Health Sciences Center 
New Orleans, Louisiana
Title of Project: Prediction of Kidney  
Transplant Rejection with Urinary Biomarkers 
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF LOUISIANA

Dongyan Liu, MD
Johns Hopkins University 
Baltimore, Maryland
Title of Project: Is Hypertension in  
ADPKD of Renal Origin?
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF MARYLAND

Jun Liu, PhD
Georgetown University 
Washington, DC
Title of Project: Angiotensin II Regulation  
of Renal Angiotensin Converting Enzyme 2 
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION SERVING THE 
NATIONAL CAPITAL AREA

Manchang Liu, MD, PhD
Johns Hopkins University 
Baltimore, Maryland
Title of Project: Chemokine KC on  
AKI-Induced Lung Apoptosis 
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF MARYLAND

Hamid Rabb, MD
Johns Hopkins University 
Baltimore, Maryland
Title of Project: Effect of Chemokine Receptors  
on Regulatory T-Cell Trafficking in Repair of  
Sicehmic Acute Kidney Injury  
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF MARYLAND

Kalani Raphael, MD
University of Utah 
Salt Lake City, Utah
Title of Project: Effect of Alkali on Renal  
Fibrosis in Kidney Transplantation
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF UTAH & IDAHO

Julia Scialla, MD
Johns Hopkins University 
Baltimore, Maryland
Title of Project: Protein Source and  
Progression of Chronic Kidney Disease
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF MARYLAND

Roger Sciammas, PhD
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois
Title of Project: Tracking B and Plasma  
Cell Functions During Transplantation 
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF ILLINOIS

Anuja Shah, MD
Harbor-UCLA Medical Center 
Torrance, California
Title of Project: Metabolic Effects of Different 
Sources of Dietary Phosphorous
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION SERVING SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA AND SOUTHERN NEVADA

Nawar Shara, PhD
Medstar Research Institute 
Hyattsville, Maryland
Title of Project: Oxidative Stress and Kidney  
Disease in a Diabetes-Prone Population 
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION SERVING  
THE NATIONAL CAPITAL AREA

Fuad Shihab, MD
University of Utah 
Salt Lake City, Utah
Title of Project: Development of  
Biomarkers for Renal Allograft Fibrosis
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF UTAH & IDAHO

Magdalena Sikora, MD
University of Utah 
Salt Lake City, Utah
Title of Project: Effects of Oral Calcium Carbonate 
Therapy on Serum Fibroblast Growth Factor 23 
and Markers of Inflammation and Oxidative Stress 
Markers in CKD Patients with High Phosphaturia:  
A Cross-Over Study
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF UTAH & IDAHO

David Spector, MD
Johns Hopkins University 
Baltimore, Maryland
Title of Project: Mechanisms and Regulation  
of Urea Transport Across Mammalian Urinary 
Bladder Epithelium
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF MARYLAND

Christof Westenfelder, MD 
University of Utah 
Salt Lake City, Utah
Title of Project: In Vitro Studies on the Mechanisms 
that Mediate the Homing of Infused Mesenchymal 
Stem Cells to the Acutely Injured Kidney
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF UTAH & IDAHO

Karl Womer, MD
Johns Hopkins University
Baltimore, Maryland
Title of Project: Suppression of Donor-Specific 
Antibody by Kidney Stem Cells
NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF MARYLAND
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the National Kidney Foundation relies on individual and corporate contributions and grants to fund its Research program. 
donations can support the full range of our research initiatives and be made as honor gifts or through the planned 
giving program. contribute at www.kidney.org/donate. to learn more about the variety of opportunities available to 

support NKF’s Research program or to earmark your contribution for specific areas of investigation, please contact stephanie 
cogen at 212.889.2210 ext. 166 or at stephaniec@kidney.org

you Can help By

participating in a local Kidney Walk 
kidneywalk.org
 
playing in a local NKF cadillac Golf classic 
nkfcadillacgolfclassic.org
 
donating a vehicle to Kidney cars 
kidneycars.org
 
Making a contribution at 
kidney.org/donate
  

“I love cars. Love to drive’em. Love to watch’em. And, love the 
good things they can do for others when you donate them to the 

National Kidney Foundation. You’ll qualify for a tax deduction and help 
support free early detection screenings, public education and research. “

 “Got an old car? Donate it now. Thanks.”
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“Turn Your Car Into A  
Kidney Car”

DonATe 
ToDAY 

www.kidneycars.org

LOVE YOUR KIDNEYS™

800.488.CARS 
www.kidneycars.org
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suppoRt NKF ReseaRch aNd FiGht KidNey disease




