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Beginning in 1950 at a kitchen table with someone determined to do more for a loved one struggling with kidney disease, to 
advocating for the first organ donor cards, to CKDintercept® today finding the disease at its earliest stages, NKF is a living 
narrative of action. 

A real problem doesn’t solve itself—and today for 30 million people and their families, chronic kidney disease is a very real 
problem. Action solves a problem. This past fiscal year has seen a rollout of new actions and new solutions as we expand our 
narrative, strengthen the connection to our origins, and draw others to the cause. 

This new strategy has been behind the gains we’ve made in the past year, connecting us more effectively with supporters and 
informing more people nationwide, with a special emphasis on reaching at-risk populations. This new identity and branding 
reconnect the Foundation to our roots as an activist organization. 

The main themes of this reset are action, education, and accelerating change, all core values of NKF. We have amplified and 
refocused our traditional programs. We are shifting from a focus on not only treating kidney disease but to also being more 
proactive about kidney health in general, and we have seen a stronger activist organization emerge: building a roadmap to 
reduce preventable kidney disease through the CKDintercept program; working on Capitol Hill to pass legislation protecting 
living donors and to increase research funding; developing ways to solve the organ supply crisis; elevating the public 
importance of kidneys as vital organs; advancing the image of the Foundation and raising awareness of kidney disease by 
breaking through the noise with highly innovative marketing campaigns.  

Recognition of chronic kidney disease as a major public issue is gathering support. People are joining NKF and moving 
together with one goal in mind: raising public recognition of the importance of kidneys and kidney health and, by doing so, 
improving and saving lives. That’s the movement. That’s us. 

Kidney disease could never wait, but recent news adds special impetus to our work. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention recently revised its national estimate of people with kidney disease from 26 million to 30 million. In Congress, 
insurance coverage for people with preexisting conditions like kidney disease is under threat. 

“Go” is the word at NKF. The following pages show our actions on kidney disease across the country, as an organization, and 
as individuals. It’s the in-progress story of how we’re changing kidney health—and how everyone thinks about it.

Thank you for supporting our mission,

act ion. Make it happen. Maintain momentum.  
That’s how change happens.
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Harry and Ada DeBold

It takes immense passion to campaign 
for social change, but even then, it is 
no match for the zeal of a mother on a 
mission to save her son. That’s exactly 
how Ada DeBold’s motherly love started 
a movement that gave birth to the 
National Kidney Foundation. 

Ada’s crusade began in 1950 when her 
son Bobby was stricken with nephrotic 
syndrome, then called nephrosis, a 
disease afflicting young children that was 
almost certainly fatal. Yet, there was no 
effort to stop it or even understand it. By 
the power of determination, propelled by 
the ultimate dream to save Bobby, Ada 
convened a small group of influential 
doctors and families whose children 
were suffering from the same disease 
and started the National Nephrosis 
Foundation. The organization’s goal was 
to raise funds to study nephrosis and, 
ultimately, find a cure.

In the era before the Internet or social 
media, when a “woman’s place” was at 
home, Ada relied on her resourcefulness, 
ingenuity, and old-fashioned legwork 

to find other nephrosis patients. She 
reached out to local hospitals to track 
down other parents of children suffering 
from nephrosis, spent long hours in the 
library learning what she could about the 
disease, and held meetings in her own 
living room in Tuckahoe, NY, to facilitate 
information sharing between doctors and 
the families.

Funding those efforts proved to be 
nearly as challenging as finding the 
patients. Ada’s cause wasn’t known and 
her network was limited. But she was a 
mother on a mission, single-minded in 
her quest to save her child.

Thanks to Ada’s early intervention and 
her incredible determination, Bobby 
participated in an experimental drug 
trial that eventually led to a discovery 
of a successful nephrosis treatment. 
While it was too late for Bobby—he lost 
the fight at only four years old—Ada’s 
efforts did not turn futile. The drug went 
on to save thousands of young lives. The 
National Nephrosis Foundation became 

the National Kidney Foundation, which 
started a national movement against 
kidney disease.

Today, our story 
continues. Rooted 
in Ada DeBold’s 
activism, we are 
now the largest 
kidney advocacy 
group in the United 
States, connecting 
millions of patients, 
healthcare 
professionals, 
and volunteers to 
educate, create 
awareness, and 
ultimately beat chronic 
kidney disease. As we 
work relentlessly to uphold 
Ada’s activist legacy, her 
passion will always be our 
guiding compass.  

Rooted in Ada DeBold’s activism, we are now the 
largest kidney advocacy group in the U.S.
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Change is the word that offers  
hope. NKF is here to make that 
change happen.  

Thirty million people with chronic 
kidney disease (CKD), 80 million 
more at risk, more than $100 
billion spent on kidney healthcare, 
more than 100,000 on the kidney 
transplant waiting list—and more 
than twelve people dying every 
day—waiting. This is a major 
problem that can’t stay as is.  
Things have to change. 

Under NKF’s diverse strategy, 
change is happening in many 
different areas, in many different ways. 
The most prominent are: changing the 
healthcare system itself; changing the 
organ donation process across the 
nation; and changing the way kidney 
transplant recipients and donors think 
and act. 

First, changing the entire kidney 
healthcare system itself. An ambitious 
goal—how are we making that happen?

Anyone in business knows that one way 
to get things done is to get all of the 
principals together in a room to work 
things out.

NKF did exactly that on October 7, 2016, 
in New York City. The CKDintercept 
Summit convened senior leaders from 
medical professional groups, large 
healthcare systems, laboratory partners, 
government and private insurers, and 
the technology industry, as well as 

other key influencers, to 
create a roadmap to reduce 
preventable kidney disease. 
This ambitious group set out to 
change the way things work—
and the way people think. 

All of these stakeholders 
participated because 
CKDintercept makes sense 
from both a humanitarian 
and a business standpoint—
reducing preventable kidney 
disease saves millions of lives 
and billions of dollars.

Lending expertise and 
urgency to the entire gathering was the 
CKDintercept Summit Chair, the 18th 
US Surgeon General Regina Benjamin, 
MD, MBA. Dr. Benjamin brought to the 
proceedings her vast knowledge and 
broad experience as “America’s Doctor” 
in orchestrating large-scale healthcare 
change.  

30
MILLION  
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with chronic kidney disease

80

$100
BILLION  
spent on kidney healthcare

 100,000+ 
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Change
“Chronic kidney disease (CKD) is an 
underdiagnosed, devastating disease which 
has long-term public health costs and 
consequences. Because there are often no 
symptoms until later stages, primary care 
physicians may not discover chronic kidney 
disease until it has progressed too far—our goal 
is to prevent that.”

Kevin Longino, NKF CEO,  
kidney transplant recipient
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CKDintercept Summit: Building a 
Roadmap to Reduce Preventable 
Kidney Disease

This Summit, the first of its kind, 
gathered major leaders to change the 
world of kidney healthcare. The goal was 
to generate a clear, cohesive strategy, 
a roadmap that will provide a pathway 
to reducing preventable kidney disease 
and its progression. 

The Summit was the first step toward 
elevating the nation’s awareness of 
kidney disease and creating a culture  
in which early detection becomes  
a national imperative. Moreover, it  
unified voices for change and created 
strategic recommendations regarding 
activities that will generate the broadest 
impact. 

Over a period of nine months, NKF 
recruited and engaged senior leaders 
from diverse stakeholder groups 
who have expertise in driving large-
scale change in healthcare. Through a 
series of confidential interviews, NKF 
captured actionable information and 
the experiences of these leaders in 
improving diagnosis and management  
of CKD. 

The Summit featured hands-on working 
groups to review the data collected, 
identify obstacles in the path of CKD 
prevention and timely diagnosis, and 
develop a roadmap for change. 

Summit Chair Dr. Regina Benjamin 
brought an understanding of the 
business realities of chronic care 

management from her background as 
the owner of a health clinic. Through 
her collaboration, we ensured that every 
facet of the issue was covered and real 
progress was made. 

The event featured closed sessions to 
encourage the free exchange of ideas in 
private and confidential settings. Open 
sessions included remarks from Regina 
Benjamin, MD, MBA, Chair, CKDintercept 
Summit; Joseph Vassalotti, MD, Chief 
Medical Officer, NKF; Todd Prewitt, MD, 
FAFFP, Director, Chronic Care Strategies, 
Humana, Inc.; Kinjal Patel, MD, Director of 
Nephrology & Kidney Disease Prevention, 
CareMore; and Elizabeth Montgomery, 
Senior Project Director, CKD Primary Care 
Initiative, NKF.

Part of the day’s discussions also 
featured working examples of two 
innovative initiatives with CKD 
surveillance programs aimed at 
preventing the disease and its 
progression—programs from CareMore 
Health System and Humana, Inc. 

The conclusions of the Summit are 
being developed and will be published 
as The Roadmap to Reduce Preventable 
Kidney Disease and Its Progression. 
The Roadmap will inform primary care 
clinicians, as well as health networks, 
commercial payers, government, 
laboratory partners, technology  
industry experts, and others about 
strategies to overcome CKD in the U.S. 
healthcare system. 

NKF will continue collaborating closely 
with Dr. Benjamin and the healthcare 
stakeholder groups to ensure the 
integration of these strategies into the 
U.S. healthcare system.

By building awareness among doctors, 
patients, and the healthcare industry, 
and changing the perception of the 
importance—and urgency—of CKD 
detection and treatment, our goal of 
reducing preventable kidney disease is 
within reach.

Regina Benjamin, MD, MBA, is the 
founder and CEO of BayouClinic, Inc. 
and the NOLA.com/Times Picayune 
Endowed Chair of Public Health Sciences 
at Xavier University of Louisiana. From 
2009 to 2013, she served as the 18th 
Surgeon General of the United States. Dr. 
Benjamin specializes in prevention policies 
and health promotion among individuals 
as well as large populations, especially 
concerning obesity, childhood obesity, and 
children’s health. She has special interests 
in rural health care, health disparities 
among socioeconomic groups, suicide, 
violence, and mental health.

From her early days as the founder of 
a rural health clinic in Alabama, to 
her leadership role in the worldwide 
advancement of preventive health, Dr. 
Benjamin has forged a career that has 
been recognized by a broad spectrum of 
organizations and publications. In 1995, 
she was the first physician under the age 
of 40 and the first African-American 
woman to be elected to the American 
Medical Association Board of Trustees. 
Her other past board memberships include 
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, 
Kaiser Family Foundation Commission 
on Medicaid and the Uninsured, Catholic 
Health Association, and Morehouse 
School of Medicine. She currently sits 
on the boards of the March of Dimes, 
Ascension, and Kaiser Permanente.

Joseph Vassalotti, MD, NKF Chief Medical Officer

Michael J. Choi, MD, Kevin Longino, 
Regina Benjamin, MD, and Art Pasquarella

Harvey Kaufman, MD, Senior Medical  
Director, Medical Affairs, Quest Diagnostics,  

and Kevin Longino 
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CKDintercept: Before “Early”—Kidney Protective Care

The reality of kidney disease is that it 
goes undiagnosed in most people until 
their kidneys are shutting down and 
dialysis or a transplant is needed to 
survive. Millions of people are walking 
around with undiagnosed kidney disease 
that won’t be found until they have to 
fight to save their kidneys and their lives. 
If this disease was found earlier, it could 
be treated so that it could be slowed or 
even stopped. And, in millions of cases, 
the medical data already exists to find 
it. This is where CKDintercept comes in. 
NKF, always aggressively promoting early 
testing and detection of kidney disease, 
has launched this new and effective 
strategy for finding, treating, and 
preventing kidney disease. This game-
changing initiative is transforming the 
reality of kidney disease into a new reality 
of kidney health.  

CKDintercept goes beyond finding 
people with kidney disease, to creating 
a culture of kidney health. By the time 
kidney disease is detected, even at the 
early stages, significant damage has 
already occurred. Our goal is to foster an 
environment of kidney protective care 
that stops preventable kidney disease 
and allows millions of people to live 
healthier lives.

CKDintercept: NKF Collaboration 
with CareFirst

During FY17, CKDintercept cultivated a 
strategic relationship with CareFirst, an 
$8.6 billion health plan in mid-Atlantic 
states. This relationship resulted in:

• All patients identified as having 
probable undiagnosed CKD were 
recruited to their physician’s office 
for eGFR and ACR testing to confirm 
a diagnosis and the CKD severity. 
This resulted in identification of 
150,000+ people living with probable 
undiagnosed CKD, coordination 
to confirm CKD and, currently, the 
implementation of care plans for more 
than 1,000 people with CKD stage 3 or 
greater.

• CKDinform training through the local 
NKF of Maryland Affiliate educated 
almost 1,000 healthcare professionals 
on best practices in CKD recognition 
and management. This program is 
expected to expand in 2018 to more 
primary care clinicians in the mid-
Atlantic region.

• A model for collaboration with health 
plan partners that can be replicated 
throughout the country. 

CKDintercept Laboratory 
Engagement Plan

CKDintercept furthered a strategy to 
engage the US laboratory community in 
addressing barriers to CKD identification 
and interpretation in primary care 
offices. This initiative has resulted in:

• A collaborative effort to harmonize the 
analysis and reporting of CKD testing 
data for improved diagnosis; to unify 
the laboratory community to update 
“microalbumin” testing nomenclature 
to the more descriptive “albumin-
creatinine ratio, urine”; to create a 
laboratory-specific “kidney profile” 
to streamline ordering tests for CKD 
assessment; and to educate healthcare 
professionals regarding these changes 
and the importance of CKD diagnosis 
for the pathology community.

• Engaging almost all of the large 
national laboratories (LabCorp,  
Quest, BioReference, Mayo Clinic,  
and ARUP), as well as important 
laboratory advocacy groups, including 
the American Society for Clinical 
Pathology (ASCP), American Clinical 
Laboratory Association (ACLA), and 
National Independent Laboratory 
Association (NILA).

• A formal collaboration between NKF 
and ASCP to develop co-branded 
educational materials that laboratories 
and associations may use to support 
the planned nomenclature/ordering 
changes and general CKD education.

CKDintercept: Payment  
Plan Initiative

NKF established a national workgroup of 
nephrologists, primary care practitioners, 
advanced practitioners, nurses, patients, 
a social worker, and a dietitian to design 
a voluntary pilot program that ties 
payment (insurance reimbursements 
paid to clinicians) to improvements in 
the early detection of CKD and the care 
these patients receive. The pilot will 
be practitioner-led and supported by a 
multidisciplinary healthcare team.

The goal of the pilot is to demonstrate 
that early detection of CKD, combined 
with effective and coordinated care 
that engages patients in the decision-
making process, can improve the clinical 
outcomes for people with the disease 
and still lower healthcare costs.

Through CKDintercept, NKF is the only 
kidney organization that has taken on 
large-scale systemic change to prevent 
kidney disease.

The CKDintercept Summit is a component program of CKDintercept, NKF’s most ambitious initiative since developing the 
Kidney Disease Outcomes Quality Initiative (KDOQI) Guidelines. It is an interconnected series of programs and actions 
that will improve millions of lives.
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NKF at the White House  
Organ Summit 
Where does large-scale change start? 
In this case, at the very top. The White 
House Organ Summit represented a 
major step in recognizing the organ 
shortage crisis—and in taking steps to 
correct it.  

NKF CEO Kevin Longino and NKF 
Transplant Task Force member Dr. 
Matthew Cooper were invited to 
participate in the White House Organ 
Summit in June 2016. The Summit was 
an essential step toward increasing 
access to organ transplantation and 
reducing the organ waiting list. At 
the event, the Administration and 
dozens of private entities, including 
NKF, announced a new set of actions 
to improve outcomes for individuals 
waiting for organ transplants and to 
improve support for living donors. 

NKF was proud to be part of this 
important White House event to 
demonstrate our leadership role in 
pursuing new options to help reduce 
the transplant waiting list time, offering 
support for those kidney disease 
patients on the list, and increasing the 
chances of transplant success. 

As a leader in the field, NKF, in 
collaboration with Johns Hopkins 
University and Novartis, announced 
a plan to build upon the success of 
the Live Donor Champion Program. 
Developed by transplant surgeon Dr. 

Dorry Segev at Johns 
Hopkins University, the 
Live Donor Champion 
Program aims to 
overcome common 
barriers to finding a 
living kidney donor: a 
need for more education 
about living donation 
and a reluctance among 
transplant candidates to 
start a conversation with 
potential living donors. 
NKF’s own THE BIG ASK: 
THE BIG GIVE program, 
compliments the Champion program 
and further builds upon it through the 
launch of a major public awareness 
campaign and new one-day workshops 
being rolled out nationwide in Fall of 
2017 (see page 8).  

NKF also announced its plans to hold 
the first-ever Consensus Conference 
to Decrease Kidney Discards (see 
page 59); and our national advocacy 
campaign to support The Living Donor 
Protection Act (see page 23). 

The Organ Summit also featured several 
distinguished speakers and participants 
from the halls of government to 
academic and private institutions.  

The goals of the Summit aligned 
perfectly with NKF’s own: close the  
gap between the 95 percent of 
Americans who support organ donation  
and the roughly 50 percent who are 

registered; invest in clinical research 
and innovation that could potentially 
increase the number of transplants;  
and facilitate breakthrough research  
and development.

“While patients are often 
hesitant to discuss their need 
for a transplant, friends and 
family members are eager 
to spread the word about 
the possibility of donation 
and want to be advocates—
champions—for patients. 
Helping our patients increase 
their chances of receiving a 
kidney transplant is critical to 
our mission.”

Kevin Longino, NKF CEO

Transplant surgeon Dr. Dorry Segev and NKF CEO Kevin Longino

Nephrologist David Serur, MD, with Matthew Cooper, MD, 
at the White House Organ Summit.
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A Conversation Can Save a Life

THE BIG ASK: THE BIG GIVE is a 
multimedia public awareness and 
education campaign that complements 
the Live Donor Champion Program.

The waiting list for a kidney transplant is 
getting longer. While kidney transplant 
recipients live an average of 10 to 15 years 
longer than patients on dialysis, many 
people who need transplants cannot get 
them because of a shortage of organs. 
Kidney patients are waiting for a chance 
at a better life.

Created in 2016, this multimedia 
educational campaign and program 
promotes awareness of living organ 
donation for both kidney patients who 
have difficulty asking someone to 
consider donation (THE BIG ASK) and 
potential donors (THE BIG GIVE). Free for 
patients and professionals, the program 
provides factual, unbiased information 
addressing common concerns and offers 
support in making a decision about living 
organ donation. Healthcare professionals 

are also being encouraged to participate 
in this program and to connect their 
patients to this message. 

Led by a national launch of media 
outreach in January that developed into 
a several-month effort and more than 
100 million media impressions, local 
NKF offices throughout the country are 
following up, recruiting volunteers and 
board members to connect with patients, 
hospitals, potential sponsors, healthcare 
professionals, and local media outlets. 
The push is on to get this message out 
there to as many people as possible.

As part of THE BIG ASK: THE BIG GIVE, 
NKF has developed an innovative half-
day free workshop designed to teach 
the best, most effective strategies and 
provide tips for finding a living donor. 
These strategies are taught in a highly 
interactive and engaging format. Created 
for kidney patients, family members, 
friends, and potential living donors, 
the workshops are held in partnership 
with transplant hospitals and are being 
pilot-tested in selected hospitals. Initial 

results look promising. Materials have 
been created to roll out the workshops 
nationwide. 

THE BIG ASK: THE BIG GIVE also offers a 
confidential free help line with trained, 
supportive professionals (844.2BIGASK; 
844.224.4275), and a peer-mentoring 
program, NKF Peers (see page 20) to 
connect kidney transplant recipients and 
potential kidney donors with people who 
have already been through the process. 
Patients can also email bigask@kidney.org.

Kidney donors and recipients are 
encouraged to share their stories on 
social media via #BigAskBigGive 
In a great example of interconnectivity 
between Foundation initiatives, THE BIG 
ASK: THE BIG GIVE also served as the 
basis for a public service announcement 
(PSA) campaign NKF did in partnership 
with a major motion picture company 
(see page 17).

This push to connect potential donors 
and recipients is only the beginning of 
this large-scale initiative. The shortage of 
kidneys for donation drives us forward in 

our efforts. We hear the voices of people 
with kidney disease who shouldn’t be 
asked to wait. 

Change can come in many ways, from the Executive Office in the 
capital of the United States to a simple conversation between two 
people. A big change can start with just asking… 

NKF offers downloadable brochures with step-by-
step information on how to ask or how to give.  
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“Love everything 
about this.”  

“Am glad that I 
came, gained 
more knowledge 
and information 
than I expected.”

“I tip my hat to 
you guys. This has 
opened a window 
of hope for me.” 

Early workshop results 
have been positive and 
the participants have 

been enthusiastic:

“Phenomenal!” 

“The feeling of the gift of giving was so 
impactful, and so wonderful. I’m just a guy 
who cares about his friends, cares about his 
family…saw a situation where I’d be able to 
help and I went for it.”

Christopher Melz, kidney donor/friend

kidney.org/livingdonation

Kidney donors and recipients are  
encouraged to share their stories on 
social media via #BigAskBigGive 

A compelling host website, featuring first-person videos of real and 
inspirational stories of living donors and transplant recipients, brings 
this idea to life and offers in-depth information to “Ask” people and to  
“Give” people. 

LIVING  
DONATION  
makes  
better lives 
possible.
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The Callaway Family 

“ Th a nk you
didn ’t  c ove r  it

Joy is a very large thing. Once started, it can seem to expand forever, encompassing the 
world. Kristi Callaway’s husband Raleigh is alive because of the generosity of a kidney 
donor. Just saying “thank you” for his life—for this kind man, noble law officer, and father 
of two beautiful daughters—wasn’t enough for Kristi. Joy is meant to be shared. To Kristi, 
this means sharing the message of kidney donation so that other lives, lives like Raleigh’s, 
can continue.  

” 
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When doctors told Raleigh Callaway, a 
Georgia police detective, that he needed 
a kidney to stay alive, he was completely 
shocked. He told his wife Kristi that he 
didn’t know what he was going to do.

“Baby, we’re going to find you a kidney,” 
said Kristi. 

With that, Kristi threw herself into saving 
her husband’s life. She gathered the 
family, her daughters hand-lettered 
a sign “Our Daddy Needs a Kidney,” 
and they had their picture taken. Kristi 
posted the picture to her Facebook 
page (Our Daddy Needs a Kidney—Team 
Callaway) and started getting the word 
out. Magic happened. The picture went 
viral across the country. Television 
and radio stations across the country 
picked up the story. Then their story 
went worldwide. Soon, a wonderful 
man, Chris Carroll of Texas, answered 
their call for help and donated one of his 
kidneys, saving Raleigh’s life.  

From hardship comes understanding—
and empathy. Kristi thought of others 
going through the same anguish as 
her family, and she decided to make 
her solution for Raleigh her mission for 

others. She began posting photos of 
other people desperately in need of a 
kidney to her now well-known Facebook 
page and worked day and night to build 
a community. The results have been 
astounding. So far, 23 kidneys have been 
donated; 23 lives have been saved. 

One day in February, Kristi, headed 
over to her girls’ school in Georgia, 
believing she was there to read to her 
daughter’s first grade class. Instead, Rob 
Marciano, a reporter for ABC’s Good 
Morning America, greeted her. Kristi was 
completely surprised; Raleigh, who was 
with her, just smiled. Marciano and a 
camera crew led her over to the school’s 
baseball field, where a huge crowd, 
including her parents, had assembled. 
They were there to pay tribute to 
Kristi’s lifesaving work. To honor her, a 
GMA partner, Retail Me Not, donated 
$10,000 to NKF in Kristi’s name to help 
fight kidney disease. A video tribute 
telling Kristi and Raleigh’s story was 
shown to the crowd, including a moving 
testimonial from Raleigh himself, as 
well as stories of recipients and donors 
connected through her work. After the 
video, there was an even bigger surprise 

in store for Kristi. Among the crowd 
were more than 20 kidney donors and 
recipients who met each other through 
Kristi. They had traveled thousands of 
miles, from Connecticut, Pennsylvania, 
Texas, and other places, to be there that 
day to thank her personally. “There is so 
much love here today,” proclaimed GMA 
reporter Rob. And, with that, the crowd, 
including Kristi’s donors and recipients, 
formed a huge heart. 

The event was broadcast in March, 
National Kidney Awareness Month, on 
Good Morning America. Kristi, Raleigh, 
and their two daughters made a live 
appearance at the show’s New York 
studio and were interviewed by host 
Michael Strahan. Several kidney donors 
and recipients were in the studio 
audience to show their support. Kristi 
thanked all living donors, describing 
them as heroes and saying that “it takes 
a special person to give a piece of 
themselves to another human being.” 
She also used the opportunity to point 
out that 100,000 people are on the 
kidney transplant waiting list and that 
12 of them die each day while waiting. 
Strahan said that he had a friend who 

was going to donate her kidney to her 
brother and thanked Raleigh for offering 
to talk to her about it. GMA also initiated 
a Dare to Donate a Dollar campaign 
and challenged viewers to donate to 
NKF to help others like Raleigh. And, 
appropriately, Strahan also highlighted 
a particular case where someone was in 
need of a kidney and sent out the call to 
viewers for a possible donor. 

After their appearance on GMA, there 
was one more surprise in store for the 
Callaways. The staff of the National 
Kidney Foundation held a surprise party 
for the family in the National office!  Kristi 
and Raleigh spoke to the staff, thanking 
them for their work.

Kristi’s actions echo those of our founder 
Ada DeBold, another person who 
refused to “accept the fate” of a loved 
one. Her work has helped to ensure that 
“good mornings” continue to happen 
for many people.  Just recently, a 
Georgia police officer featured on Kristi’s 
Facebook page received a transplant 
from a living donor!

“Baby, we’re going to find you a kidney.”
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Reach
As the leading kidney organization in 
the United States, the National Kidney 
Foundation strategically rolls out a 
series of events throughout National 
Kidney Month and on World Kidney Day 
designed to have the maximum impact 
on public awareness of kidney health and 
to accelerate change in the legislative 
and professional communities. World 
Kidney Day (March 9, 2017) is a highlight 
of this month. It is the day for public 
awareness of kidney health, when  
media, volunteers, and other mission-
sharing organizations come together  
to amplify the importance of kidney 
disease prevention.

This year’s National Kidney Month was 
our best yet and a particularly active 
one—so much so, we call it “NKF’s  
March Madness”!

NKF’s National Kidney Month activities 
kicked off with the 4th Annual Kidney 
Patient Summit in Washington, DC. 
(March 6–7). Organized and led by 
NKF, nearly 150 advocates from six 
kidney organizations around the 
country, including 70 from NKF’s Kidney 
Advocacy Committee, converged on 
Capitol Hill to meet personally with 
lawmakers and to put a human face on 

kidney disease. This largest event to 
date brought together, in a unified voice, 
members of NKF’s Kidney Advocacy 
Committee and advocates from the 
Alport Syndrome Foundation, the PKD 
(polycystic kidney disease) Foundation, 
NephCure Kidney International®, Home 
Dialyzors United, and the American 
Association of Kidney Patients.

At the Summit, kidney disease patients, 
dialysis patients, living donors, family 
members, and caregivers were 
united by the affirmation and hashtag 
#MyKidneysMyLife to underscore  
the direct relationship between  
having at least one healthy kidney,  
and staying alive. 

Sen. Charles Schumer (D-NY), meeting with us to discuss  
the Living Donor Protection Act.

Kidney Month: NKF’s March Madness
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Rep. Brett Guthrie (R-KY) spoke 
of his son, who became ill when 
he was eight years old and was 
found to have been born with 
one functioning kidney and one 
that was malformed. He also 
spoke about Rep. Jaime Herrera 

Beutler’s daughter making a visit to Congress: “The 
day that Jaime brought Abby…Abigail…onto the floor 
of the House of Representatives…I don’t think there 
was a dry eye.” Representative Guthrie also spoke of 
reducing regulations holding back the public’s access to 
advances in dialysis technology. 

Kelly Cline and her daughter 
Hannah Shelton spoke of the 
fear Hannah’s dad felt after 
becoming her living donor—not 
of the surgery or recovery, but 
fear of losing his job. Said Cline, 
“He’d just given the gift of life to 

another human being, but because there are no federal 
job protections for living donors under the Family and 
Medical Leave Act, he returned to work too soon and put 
his own health at risk.”  

Alex Fox, who has no connection 
to kidney disease, shared how he 
was inspired to donate a kidney 
through a compelling Facebook 
post: “I saw the request, along with 
pictures of Darienne, a child who 
has special needs just like my son, 

and it struck a chord. Helping a complete stranger is 
pretty awesome.”

Kidney Patient Summit —Press Conference on Living Organ Donation

Kent Bressler tearfully expressed 
gratitude for his brother’s kidney 
donation to him 30 years ago, saying, 
“His gift allowed my girls to grow up 
with their dad, my wife to grow old 
with her husband, my grandchildren 
the chance to know me.” 

Ewo Harrell, a young and vibrant 
graduate student at Brown 
University who received a 
transplant from her sister, said, “I 
had never heard of kidney failure or 
kidney disease, and I did not know 
that as an African American I was at 

increased risk for developing the disease.” 

Christopher Melz, who donated his 
kidney to a childhood friend, noted 
that you don’t have to be the same 
race or gender to donate a kidney. 
Though some call living donors 
heroes, Melz insisted that the 
term does not apply to him: “I’m 

just a guy who cares about his friends and family and 
needed to do what was right. As a living donor, I want to 
share my story with members of Congress so that they 
understand that donors are part of the equation and 
they have rights that need to be protected.”

Luis and Noelia Rodriguez, 
husband and wife, shared how Luis 
received a diagnosis of stage 5 
kidney disease unexpectedly. “I had 
no idea I had kidney disease,” Luis 
explained. “I was out for a walk with 
my daughter and nearly collapsed. 

I went to the ER for lab tests and by the time I drove back 
home, I was told to get to the hospital immediately.” 

Matthew Scroggy, a young 
pharmacist, also spoke of how 
shocking it was to receive the 
diagnosis. “I was a healthy 22-year-
old in my first year of pharmacy 
school. I had no history of kidney 
disease and took no medications. 

After diagnosis, it was pretty much the same, except I 
now needed a transplant and took 29 pills a day.”

Without a doubt, the Summit has become a must-attend 
event—especially for patients who, despite constant 
health challenges, medical appointments, and reliance 
on dialysis, make the extra effort to be there. Each 
patient’s determination to attend the event can only be 
described as heroic. 

In terms of public awareness, the event also was a big 
success. Traditional and social media for the Summit 
reached an audience of 26.25 million people. This 
included newswires, as well as print, broadcast, online, 
and social media. Moving forward, we’re hoping that 
these advocacy efforts inspire members of Congress to 
advance the causes of kidney donors and kidney health.

New to the Kidney Patient Summit was a major press conference on living organ donation held at the Hart Senate Office Building. Living organ donors and kidney recipients 
shared their stories, demonstrating the urgent need to increase living donation and to advocate for the Living Donor Protection Act (H.R. 1270), which would help protect living 
donors from employment and insurance discrimination. Notable speakers included members of Congress.
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The message of Heart Your Kidneys is 
simple yet powerful—we all need to 
make an explicit commitment to kidney 
health. It aims to motivate people to 
be informed and act on living a healthy 
lifestyle that protects their kidneys. 

Heart Your Kidneys makes kidney health 
more culturally relevant and conveys 
how NKF is the leading organization 
qualified to bring this issue to the 
attention of our nation. By doing this,  
we capture society’s attention, especially 
those at a higher risk for the disease. By 
doing this, we are transforming CKD from 
a chronic disease that affects some to a 
public health issue that affects us all.

Heart Your Kidneys branding is being 
applied to advertising, marketing, 
and fundraising campaigns. A major 
element of Heart Your Kidneys is the 
social engagement it has created on the 
topic of kidney health via the hashtag 
#HeartYourKidneys. 

To help expand its reach, NKF is rallying 
staff and volunteers to make this new 
messaging a part of the organization’s 
DNA. Staff are asked to use Heart 
Your Kidneys messaging at all events 
and activities, and are encouraged 
to incorporate key message points 
in communications with donors and 
sponsors. The main goal is to create 
broad personal awareness of kidneys 

and connect people to our cause 
through social media, local events, digital 
extensions, and activism. The launch of 
the campaign included many tactics.

On World Kidney Day, NKF launched the 
Heart Your Kidneys public awareness 
campaign to introduce our new brand 
messaging to the public. (See page 16 
for NKF’s strategy.) We used this day as 
a strategic opportunity to pump up the 
volume of the campaign’s message. And 
appropriately, the day started with a 
“thunderclap.” 

On social media, #HeartYourKidneys 
was the top mention, thanks to our 
Thunderclap campaign, which reached 
nearly 1 million people. Often referred 
to as “crowdspeaking,” Thunderclap 
collects individual social media posts 
from an organization’s supporters 
and releases them at once during a 
set period of time to create a giant 
effect. Throughout World Kidney Day, 
thousands of messages were released 
on Twitter, Facebook, and Tumblr, 
creating enormous impact.   

NKF’s Heart Your Kidneys–themed events left a large media footprint. 
Media impressions show a combined traditional and social reach of 
155.5 million. 

155.5 MILLION MEDIA 
IMPRESSIONS.

#HeartYourKidneys was the top mention on social, thanks to our 
Thunderclap campaign, which reached nearly 1 million people. 

Compared to an average month on social media, mentions of NKF 
quintupled, follower growth doubled, and posts saw a 20 percent 
increase in engagement—showing that Heart Your Kidneys hit home 
with the NKF community and expanded audience reach across various 
types of social media so that more people than ever were showing 
kidney love. 

During the next fiscal year, we are expanding extensively into other 
arenas to widen this campaign’s message and continue increasing 
kidney health awareness across the country.
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New Direction for Kidney Awareness—South by Southwest

Immediately following World Kidney 
Day, NKF launched a public relations 
“blitz” for Heart Your Kidneys at South 
by Southwest (SXSW) on March 10–12 in 
Austin, TX. SXSW is an annual gathering 
of the tech industry’s leading innovators 
and a platform known for launching 
new technology. This crossroads event 
presented a unique opportunity to raise 
national awareness of kidney disease.

NKF was present at SXSW in a big 
way, with a beautiful outdoor display 
and event called “Heart Your Kidneys 
Inkstream.” Using a postmodern, 
steampunk-themed tattoo parlor situated 
on one of the main thoroughfares of 
SXSW, we spread awareness throughout 
the airstream and educated SXSW 
attendees about the dangers of CKD  
and its prevention. 

The display’s main feature was a booth 
where people could receive customized, 
beautifully designed temporary kidney-
themed tattoos as well as Tech-Tattoos. 
Partnering with Northwestern University 
of Chicago, NKF unveiled a new Tech-
Tattoo to measure hydration status 
in the body. For people with kidney 
disease, exercise and proper hydration 
are essential to helping preserve kidney 
function. Therefore, a device that can 
monitor hydration status can help 
ensure effective kidney protection. 
Attendees were encouraged to take 

part in a contest by sharing a creative 
selfie of their temporary tattoo on social 
media using #HeartYourKidneys. Daily 
winners received a gift certificate for a 
real tattoo, runners-up were awarded 
#HeartYourKidneys co-branded Hydrate 
Spark 2.0 water bottles, which use a 
hydration app on your smartphone to 
suggest your daily water goal, based on 
your physiology and environment, and 
that glows to signal you to drink water.  

The grand showpiece of the three-
day event was an 8’ by 20’ Heart Your 
Kidneys graffiti wall that encouraged and 
inspired visitors to leave a message to 
people who are fighting kidney disease. 

A strikingly designed corresponding 
Heart Your Kidneys microsite, containing 
a video of the event, can be seen at 
www.kidney.org/heartyourkidneys  

The Southwest-themed display even featured its 
own Heart Your Kidneys customized  

hot rod Chevy truck! The booth!

NKF unveiled a new Tech-Tattoo to measure  
hydration status in the body. 

#HeartYourKidneys 
co-branded Hydrate 
Spark 2.0 water 
bottles.

 Heart Your Kidneys graffiti wall.

Final Heart Your Kidneys wall overlay.
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This fiscal year, we redefined NKF’s value to patients and the public and launched a 
new strategy for the Foundation. We strengthened the connection to our legacy as 
an activist organization that began with our founder, Ada DeBold, who put kidney 
disease on the map.

Expanding our focus and energizing our organization helps to meet changes in 
demographics, epidemiology, the healthcare system, and culture in general. More 
than updating our brand messaging, our new strategy reconnects us to our roots and 
reinforces our value to the public. Our new value proposition, which explains to the 
public who we are and what we stand for, was rolled out to the field in January 2017.

Fueled by passion and urgency, NKF is a lifeline for all people affected by kidney 
disease. As pioneers of scientific research and innovation, NKF focuses on the whole 
patient through the lens of kidney health. Relentless in our work, we enhance lives 
through action, education, and accelerating change. 

We take action by diagnosing chronic kidney disease (CKD) and by supporting the 
30 million Americans already living with CKD, and we are moving in the direction of 
preventive kidney healthcare. We educate by supporting research that materially affects 
the CKD space with a long-term research strategy and provides the public, patients, 
and healthcare professionals with the tools they need to promote kidney health. We 
are accelerating change by working with lawmakers to pass laws that remove barriers 
to living donation and ensure donors and recipients are cost neutral. We also push for 
increased knowledge of CKD and seek to connect kidney health to overall health in the 
public mindset. We’ve embraced this new message as an NKF operational philosophy, 
because it is crucial to achieving our mission and evolving beyond being just an 
organization to being a movement that truly changes outcomes for all kidney patients, 
including people at risk for CKD and those waiting for a transplant.

The Heart Your Kidneys microsite is 
also home to Scars and Ink, a series 
of videos featuring NFL player Donald 
Jones, Tommy Helm, actor Adam 
David Thompson, and others. Stylish 
and moving, the videos tell the dual 
stories of living kidney donors and their 
recipients—who commemorate their life-
changing experience by getting tattoos! 

The episodes tell very compelling stories: 
Two policemen, one who donated a 
kidney to the other; Donald Jones, former 
NFL player, who had a kidney transplant 
from his father; stepbrothers Matt and 
Steve, who became “kidney brothers”; 
and a woman who donated her kidney to 
her ex-husband. An episode features actor 
Adam David Thompson and his brother 
Matt, who both have kidney disease and 
lost their father to kidney disease, and 
who both received kidney-themed tattoos 
from artist Minka Sicklinger. NKF is really 
behind this theme—one video is about 
NKF National Board Member Michael 
Sexton getting a memorial tattoo! 

Former NFL player Donald Jones.

We also partnered with Inked Magazine 
to feature actor Adam David Thompson 
and his brother getting their tattoos 
during a Facebook Live event, which 
resulted in more than 100,000 views 
and a reach of more than 600,000. 

About Heart Your Kidneys Tattoos

When two people share a vital organ, 
a deep connection is created—one 
that is hard to describe with words. 
So, people who’ve had a kidney 
transplant sometimes get tattooed to 
commemorate it. 

NKF leveraged this phenomenon; one of 
the many tactics used to launch Heart 
Your Kidneys into culture was using 
tattoos—flash tattoos (temporary); 
Tech-Tattoos (a first-of-its-kind flexible 
microfluidic device, a little larger than 
a quarter, that measures the wearer’s 
change in hydration level); and real 
tattoos designed by renowned tattoo 
artist Tommy Helm, who has been 
featured on the Spike TV show, 
Ink Masters. Mr. Helm’s father suffered  
from CKD. 

Famed tattoo artist and fine artist 
Amanda Wachob also collaborated 
with NKF and tattooed a kidney donor 
in a live event at “Tattooed New York,” 
an exhibit at The New York Historical 
Society Museum and Library. Free 
limited-edition Tommy Helm flash 
tattoos were also distributed at  
the event with a chance to win a  
real tattoo.  

The NKF Strategy: More Action, More Change, More Lives
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patient undergoing dialysis, a condition 
he has kept secret from his family and 
friends, when he learns that he must find 
a kidney donor.

A special public service announcement 
(PSA) about NKF’s THE BIG ASK: THE BIG 
GIVE ran in theaters nationwide, thanks 
to the generous support of Screenvision 
Media and National CineMedia (NCM). 
The PSA, created and donated by Warner 
Bros. Pictures, focused on the story of 
Morgan Freeman’s character, a kidney 
patient on dialysis who keeps his struggle 
a secret from his family and friends, 
which is all too familiar for many of the 
millions of Americans suffering from 
kidney disease. It featured clips from the 
movie, emphasized the importance of 
living kidney donation, and was narrated 
by the film’s director, Zach Braff. It ran in 
theaters from the end of March through 
the end of April. Screenvision Media 
showed the PSA on 6,000 screens in 70 
theaters nationwide, and NCM showed 

it on 5,000 screens in 400 theaters, 
reaching a combined audience of  
20 million people.   

The PSA also aired on the Discovery 
Channel and Viacom Media Networks, 
which donated airtime for the PSA 
reaching a combined audience of  
12,000 people.

Going in Style coverage helped further 
drive coverage of THE BIG ASK: THE 
BIG GIVE program and promote the 
lifesaving message of living donation; 
traditional and social media audience 
reach exceeded 106.3 million.

NKF is working with Warner Bros. on 
kidney publicity for the DVD and Netflix 
releases of this film. You can view several 
versions of the PSA at kidney.org.

NKF’s National Kidney Month activities 
extended our reach and connected with 
people who have not heard the message 
of kidney health. Throughout the rest of 
the year, our work continues apace.  

If you flipped on your TV on the morning 
of March 17th, you may have caught NKF 
on Good Morning America featuring the 
very moving story of kidney advocate 
Kristi Callaway, who made it her mission to 
save her husband’s life and help millions of 
people find living kidney donors. (See page 
10 for profile and full story.)

GMA prominently featured NKF on the 
show, which reaches 4.7 million viewers, 
and donated $10,000 to us from its 
partner Retail Me Not. It also challenged 
viewers to “Dare to Donate a Dollar” to 
NKF, which raised an additional $11,255. 
If you missed it, the video is posted on 
kidney.org

Rounding out NKF activities during 
National Kidney Month, NKF partnered 
with Warner Bros. Pictures to promote 
living organ donation through the 
release of the new movie Going in Style 
throughout National Donate Life Month 
in April. Going in Style, from Warner 
Bros. Pictures, New Line Cinema, and 
Village Roadshow Pictures, is a comedy-
drama about three lifelong friends—Willie 
(Morgan Freeman), Joe (Michael Caine), 
and Al (Alan Arkin)—who plan to rob the 
bank that absconded with their pension 
money. All the while, Willie finds himself 
in a desperate situation as a kidney 

“We are inspired by the National 
Kidney Foundation’s mission and 
are proud to share their story on 
the premier storytelling platform—
the movie screen. We’re looking 
forward to harnessing the power 
of cinema to shine light onto the 
importance of organ donation 
through this moving PSA.”

John McCauley, Chief Strategic 
Officer, Screenvision Media.

“NCM is proud to help the National 
Kidney Foundation use the power 
of the big screen to reach movie 
audiences nationwide. Movies are 
often a case of art imitating life 
and there is no better place to tell 
a story than at the movie theater, 
so the fact that this great, new film 
can both entertain people and help 
raise awareness of this important 
health issue makes it a win for all 
of us.” 

Cliff Marks, President of NCM

Alan Arkin, Morgan Freeman, and Michael Caine 
in Going in Style

Zach Braff for Living Donation
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Makin g NKF “Ins t awor t hy”:
John Gerzema

NKF Board Member John Gerzema is a 
pioneer in the use of data to identify social 
change and help companies anticipate 
and adapt to new trends and demands. He 
is CEO of Harris Insights and Analytics, a 
leading public opinion, corporate, brand, 
and reputation strategy firm. He is also a 
respected and popular author, strategist, 
and speaker. His three books have appeared 
on numerous bestseller lists, including the 
New York Times, and his TED Talks have been 
viewed by hundreds of thousands of people. 
Mr. Gerzema received a master’s in integrated 
marketing communications from the Medill 
School of Journalism and was recently 
inducted into the Medill Hall of Achievement. 
 
What is your personal connection  
to kidney disease? 
As a kid my ureters were short, so urine was 
being pushed backwards up from the bladder 
towards the kidneys, resulting in my kidneys 
having 10 percent damage. The medical 
term for this is reflux or vesicoureteral reflux.
My mom pointed out that the doctor who 
diagnosed [my condition] and operated 

on me shortly afterward treated Governor 
George Wallace after he was shot in Laurel, 
MD, the town where I grew up. 
 
What are some of your proudest 
accomplishments as an NKF board member? 
We’re just getting started, but we’ve 
recruited some great marketing partners to 
volunteer their time and talents to help us 
raise the profile of this deadly disease. We’ve 
launched Heart Your Kidneys with a brand 
refresh. And in March during National Kidney 
Month, we came up with a tactic based on a 
cultural observation. We learned donors and 
recipients often get a tattoo to commemorate 
a transplant. Using this insight, we created 
an activation at South by Southwest (SXSW 
Conference in Austin, see page 15) that 
mixed the nation’s top tattoo artists (and 
real and temporary tattoos) to raise national 
awareness of kidney disease. More ideas are 
coming (and they will be vastly different), but 
the whole idea is to get the disease out of the 
medical journals and out into conversations 
on the streets.  
 

How do the challenges of “marketing” 
kidney health compare to other professional 
experiences you’ve had? 
CKD lacks urgency and understanding among 
the public, donors, and even physicians. In 
our survey data, kidneys are seen to pose 
less [of a] personal threat than hearts, lungs, 
or cancer. It’s almost as if kidneys are like an 
appendix: Not important really!  
 
And this “emotional distance” extends to the 
NKF: We are authoritative, but a little clinical. 
As a marketer, I’d say we need to be more 
human. Think Water.org. We need to be on 
the front lines advocating, educating, and 
becoming a brand in culture.  
 
Any thoughts on the impact of social media 
on NKF’s mission and operations, and on the 
world of kidney health in general? 
The first thing that comes to mind is, of 
course, “The Bucket Challenge,” which broke 
the Internet. That was a moonshot. A unicorn. 
Yet it points to the promising ability of social 

to spread our message. But that requires 
ideas, not lab coats. Think of the things you 
click on and share. They have to be powerful, 
emotional narratives. We need to bring 
our story to short films, infographics, and 
arresting facts. Every NKF appeal, argument, 
and insight needs to go through the social 
gristmill and be turned into meaningful, 
snackable information that is “instaworthy,” 
to quote my 14-year-old daughter. I want to 
see people’s courageous stories turned into 
short films. There is so much emotion we can 
harness and we must.  
 
What future opportunities and challenges do 
you see in the field of kidney health/kidney 
disease as a public health problem? 
We need to be disruptors. I liken us to an 
activist organization whose mission is to 
protect and enhance the lives of people and 
families from an epidemic that policymakers, 
primary care physicians, and the public have 
failed to grasp. How would Elon Musk think 
about our mission? We are the ones out 
front on the leading edge of a societal and 
healthcare crisis. 
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Fortunately, we are in an age where social 
responsibility is becoming a huge force in 
the Millennial and Gen Z culture. They care 
passionately about doing right by people. 
This is why a pivot in our branding is required. 
I was in a meeting with the Gates Foundation 
recently and they asked me, “How do we 
make sanitation sexy?” That’s precisely the 
attitude we need to have!  
 
Is there anything you’d like to say to people 
and their families living with kidney disease? 
I am not a doctor and I don’t have the 
experiences to understand what you are 
going through, but I take my responsibility 
to you very seriously. I hope that by driving 
our marketing we’ll raise awareness and 
resources to combat this epidemic.  
 
In summary, what would you  
say to the general public in  
one sentence? 
Your kidneys matter greatly to your  
health, your family, and your future.  
 
What would you say to potential  
supporters of NKF? 
God bless you. 

John Gerzema 
NKF Board Member

“…meaningful, snackable 
information that is “instaworthy,” to 
quote my 14-year-old daughter.”

“Fortunately, we are in an age where social responsibility is 
becoming a huge force in the Millennial and Gen Z culture. 
They care passionately about doing right by people.” 
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“It’s complicated” best describes 
managing life with kidney disease, 
whether it is you or someone close to 
you. Managing kidney-friendly diets, 
medication, dialysis equipment, emotional 
issues, or even just handling health 
insurance can be a full-time job. Chronic 
kidney disease isn’t just a health issue, 
it complicates lives—overwhelmingly. 
NKF knows a lot about making things 
less complicated for people with kidney 
disease. NKF’s essential mission is this:  
We help people. 

Based on that simple principle, NKF helps 
millions of kidney patients and family 
members every year. 

For most people, their first stop when 
they want help or “need to know” is to 
hit the search engine. Google “kidney 
disease” and right at the top is  
kidney.org, NKF’s homepage. 

Kidney.org is the gateway to answers for 
millions who want reliable information 
on kidney disease and transplantation 
quickly, in language they can understand. 

11 million people came to kidney.org  
in FY17—a 22 percent increase over  
the previous year, confirming NKF as 
the go-to organization for kidney  
information and programs to help 
patients and families. 

Kidney.org covers every aspect of the 
kidney patient experience through online 
communities, downloadable pamphlets, 
newsletters and blogs, articles on dietary 
tips, news on legislative developments, 
emergency resources, contact numbers, 
patient tools for tracking lab results, 
videos, and even an “Ask the Doctor” page 
where you can send in questions. 

The healthcare system is increasingly 
stressed. Health professionals are being 
mandated to take on increasingly larger 
case loads. This means that professionals 
often have less time to spend with each 
patient. NKF sees this problem and cre-
ates solutions to fill this gap in care.

NKF Cares, our Patient Help Line, 
offers support for people affected by 
kidney disease, organ donation, or 
transplantation. It’s designed for patients, 
family members, living kidney donors, 
potential donors, those at risk for kidney 
disease, and care partners. A sympathetic, 
trained specialist answers questions 
and listens to concerns. Representatives 
send free information and make referrals 
to additional resources. Perhaps most 
importantly, they listen and understand.

Toll-free, English and Spanish, 1.855.
NKF.CARES (1.855.653.2273) or email 
nkfcares@kidney.org; people can also 
connect by writing to NKF.

57,000 people have been helped since 
the NKF Cares program began in 2011.  

 

Shared experience is a 
powerful, healing thing.
NKF Peers matches kidney patients with 
other kidney patients who have been 
though a similar situation. Recently, the 
program has expanded to connect living 
kidney donors with people considering 
donating a kidney. It is one of NKF’s 
most powerful programs, offering a 
direct connection and help for people 
undergoing a very hard time. Peer mentors 
are carefully matched to people seeking 
support. The mentors offer support and 
share their experience.

It’s a concept that works. Responses—and 
results—have been very positive:  
61 percent of participants rate their 
overall experience with the program as 
“excellent” and 29 percent as “good.”  
96 percent would recommend NKF Peers 
to someone in a similar situation.

Toll-free 855.653.7337 (855.NKF.PEER); 
email nkfpeers@kidney.org ; people can 
also apply to this program through www.
kidney.org/content/peers-application or 
by writing NKF.

 
Our signature program, KEEP Healthy, 
goes into communities around the 
country and finds kidney disease 
firsthand. These local health checks, 
specializing in underserved areas, 
directly take on kidney disease where it 
hits hardest—people with limited access 
to healthcare. KEEP Healthy is grass roots 
action at its best. It’s our mission at work. 
Through this program, people find out 
they have kidney disease, which often 
has no symptoms, and as a result, get 
treatment. We screened 9,000 people 
in FY17 through KEEP Healthy and are 
developing partnerships and sponsors 
to expand the reach of this effective 
program to more people who need it.

Your Kidneys and You Is another signature 
program of NKF where volunteers are 
trained to help NKF raise awareness 
by educating local communities. The 
program is designed to reach the general 
public, which may include people who 
do not yet know that they are at risk for 
kidney disease. 

Help 
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Making lives happier is part of NKF’s mission, too. “Kidney friendly” 
is important, but so is “people friendly.” We know that being on 
dialysis is difficult, and adding a little hope to the lives of people 
undergoing treatment is important—not just from a health point of 
view, but from a happiness point of view.

“I liked speaking with 
someone who was an 
actual donor and hearing 
his experience firsthand.” 

“Critically important to 
speak with someone 
who’s ‘been there.’”

 “[The representative at 
NKF Cares] explained more 
than my kidney doctor and it 
made me feel more at ease.”

“It was so easy. The lady I 
spoke to knew exactly what I 
needed and sent it to me.” 

NKF Cares

NKF Peers

“They have helped 
more than I expected.”

Your Kidneys and You (YKY) 
presentations educate people about: 
• how kidneys function and keep  

you alive;

• the importance of early detection;

• the two simple, inexpensive 
tests people can get at their 
doctor’s office; and

• how people can improve their 
lifestyles to prevent kidney disease.

Importantly, audiences are strongly 
encouraged to share their new 
knowledge about kidney health with 
others.

Presented by NKF volunteers and 
sponsored by local and national 
organizations, these events are held 
at companies, community centers, 
health fairs, and many other venues. 
They also introduce the public to NKF 
and its many programs, services, and 
resources available for patients and 
professionals.

Healthy Kidneys are Good 
Business: YKY Employee Wellness 
Presentations

Educating employees on kidney health 
means lower healthcare costs, and 
increased productivity, in addition 
to improved employee morale and 
company image. Because of this, 
corporations are sponsoring these 
presentations and are among the 
program’s biggest backers. 

Kidney Living is a free quarterly publication just for dialysis patients! It’s a 
bright, upbeat publication designed to open the possibilities in the lives of 
people on dialysis—each issue features stories from people who are living 
well on dialysis, as well as tips for eating healthy, coping with kidney  
disease, finding support, and so much more! 60,000 patients subscribe to 
Kidney Living—and that number doesn’t include copies that get shared.  
www.kidney.org/patients/KidneyLiving 

The Heart Your Kidneys e-newsletter gives monthly updates on research, 
news, events, and NKF programs, as well as personal profiles of those 
touched by kidney disease and organ donation. Also includes great recipes!
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Government Advocacy:

The federal government can bring 
enormous change to the world of kidney 
health and the lives of people affected by 
chronic kidney disease (CKD). 

NKF has always been cognizant of this and 
has been at work bringing this enormous 
potential to bear on issues related to 
kidney health and the challenges faced by 
patients. NKF is recognized as the credible 
voice of, and for, kidney patients, as well as 
transplant donors, recipients, and people 
at risk for CKD. We’ve been opening doors 
and mindsets in government for decades, 
from enacting the first organ donor cards 
to pressing for Medicare coverage of 
transplantation drugs. Our goal is to open 
the minds of policymakers to the idea that 
kidney health is in the best interests of the 
country and a good long-term investment 
of taxpayer dollars.

NKF’s legislative priorities include:
• Reducing barriers to living 

kidney donation

• Promoting CKD early detection, 
treatment, and awareness 
within public programs

• Aligning health insurance payments 
to clinicians with improved early 
detection and treatment of CKD

• Increasing federal funds for targeted 
kidney research and programs 

NKF doesn’t act on these priorities 
by itself, but with the participation, 
partnership, and teamwork of kidney 
patients and volunteers, patient families, 
nonprofit organizations, healthcare 
professionals, and federal agencies.

Who Advocates? 

Hearing a personal story about living with 
kidney disease is powerful. NKF Patient 
Advocates bring their stories to lawmakers 
in federal and state governments to show 
the impact of legislation on people’s lives. 
These are stories of courage and hope, of 
perseverance and overcoming adversity. 
They are also stories that attest to how 
things could be better through broad-
scale government action, from basic 
research to insurance coverage to rights 
and protections. 

NKF’s patient advocacy and engagement 
program, the Kidney Advocacy 
Committee (KAC) is a group of more 
than 200 patient liaisons who use their 
personal experience to champion 
NKF’s priorities. NKF’s Kidney Advocacy 
Committee is for all people affected 
by CKD, transplant candidates and 
recipients, living and potential donors, 
donor families, and caregivers. KAC 
empowers, educates, and encourages 
people to get involved in issues relating 
to CKD, donation, and transplantation. 

How NKF’s Kidney Advocates speak 
to government representatives has 
become more effective. NKF’s new 
online platform for advocates unifies 
and focuses the voices of our advocates 
for greater impact—and change. 
This platform also makes it easier for 
advocates to connect with government 
representatives through all media.

The new advocacy system has allowed 
the Government Relations department 
to improve external communications 
with advocates, Congress, and state 
legislatures. This includes developing an 
advocacy website advocacy.kidney.org 
and introducing social media outreach 
to NKF advocates’ set of tools. In FY17, 
17,000 messages reached Congress 
from 7,500 individuals.  

Troy Zimmerman is 
NKF’s Vice President 
for Government 
Relations. 
Troy has been 
advocating for 
kidney patients, their 
families, and people 

at risk for CKD for 20 years. NKF’s legislative 
accomplishments during his time include 
establishment of a CKD program at the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC); expansion of Medicare coverage 
of immunosuppressive drugs; a federal 
program to offset expenses for living organ 
donors; a kidney disease education program 
under Medicare; and legislation to expand 
opportunities for paired donations. He also 
worked with two members of the House of 
Representatives to create the Congressional 
Kidney Caucus.

Tonya Saffer is NKF’s 
Senior Health Policy 
Director, Public Policy.
Tonya has more 
than a decade of 
experience in health 
policy, focused 

primarily on its implications for people 
with CKD. Her expertise includes Medicare 
policy, quality improvement, health  
reform, value-based purchasing, and  
patient advocacy. 

Open



Annual Report 2017 23 

NKF: Inside Washington

Annual Kidney Patient Summit

One of the ways we provide a strong 
patient voice in the Nation’s Capital 
is through our annual Kidney Patient 
Summit in March. Our 2017 event was 
the biggest and best yet! Nearly 150 
advocates from six organizations took 
Capitol Hill by storm, meeting with 
31 lawmakers and almost 150 health 
policy staff members from House and 
Senate offices. Patient advocates told 
their personal stories about living with 
CKD and built support for our three 
Summit priorities: early detection of 
CKD, reducing barriers to living organ 
donation, and increased federal funding 
to battle kidney disease. (See page 12.)

Early CKD Detection. Advocates 
urged members of their congressional 
delegations to support NKF legislation 
that will instruct the Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) to establish 
a pilot program designed to improve 
early detection, care, and outcomes for 
people with CKD. Ninety-six percent of 
those with early kidney disease aren’t 
even aware they have it. Early diagnosis 
and appropriate treatment can delay CKD 
progression, improve lives, and provide 
cost savings for our health systems.

Support for Living Donors. Summit 
participants asked their congressional 
members to cosponsor H.R. 1270, the 
Living Donor Protection Act (LDPA), which 
would prohibit discrimination in life, 

disability, or long-term-care insurance for 
living organ donors. The legislation also 
protects jobs by adding living donation to 
the Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA).

Federal Health Programs. HHS provides 
funding for CKD programs at the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), National Institute of Diabetes 
and Digestive and Kidney Diseases 
(NIDDK), and Health Resources and 
Services Administration (HRSA), all of 
which require renewed annual funding 
by Congress. These activities support 
current kidney patients and fund research 
to examine potential new therapies for 
individuals with CKD.

The Kidney Patient Summit helped us 
identify numerous members of Congress or 
their staffs who have a personal connection 
to CKD, including family members or 
close friends with kidney disease and 
living donors. This enables us to identify 
additional champions in Congress for our 
broad patient community.

Living Donor Protection Act

Most kidney patients consider 
transplantation the optimal replacement 
therapy but many of them will never 
receive a kidney without a living donor. 
There are 100,000 Americans waiting for 
a kidney transplant but only about 18,000 
will receive a kidney this year (one-third of 
transplants generally come from a living 
donor and the remaining two-thirds are 

from deceased donors). The greatest 
likelihood of increasing the number of 
transplants is through expansion of  
living donation.

It is imperative that barriers to living 
donation (including financial barriers) 
be reduced or eliminated. NKF strongly 
believes donors should end up cost 
neutral—prospective donors should 
neither incur any expenses nor gain 
financial benefit (“profiteering”) because 
of their donation. The Living Donor 
Protection Act (H.R. 1270) addresses 
two potential barriers by prohibiting 
discrimination in the pricing and 
availability of life, disability, and long-
term-care insurance for living donors, 
and by preventing job loss by adding 
living organ donation to job protection 
(unpaid leave) under the FMLA.

The LDPA (H.R. 1270) is one of NKF’s 
top legislative priorities for the 115th 
Congress and we will continue to help 
build bipartisan support for this bill.

Government Agencies

NKF’s government relations team is also 
dedicated to ensuring that the current 
administration recognizes CKD as a 
public health priority. We work to engage 
leaders throughout the Department 
of Health and Human Services and 
the agencies it oversees—including 
the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS), the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC), and the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH)—on 
opportunities to improve CKD detection 
and patient care, and to increase access 
to transplantation.

Accomplishments in partnership with 
government agencies include: improving 
the transparency of CMS’s star ratings 
of dialysis centers in order to provide 
information to patients and their families 
about the quality of care delivered in 
dialysis facilities across the country; 
ensuring quality measures so that 
dialysis facilities are accountable for 
improvements in patient outcomes; and 
ensuring that kidney patients have access 
to the health insurance they prefer.

What Lies Ahead?

NKF has expanded our outreach to  
more congressional offices and  
members of the executive branch to 
educate public policy makers on the 
impact of CKD and on our policy  
priorities that benefit patients. We have 
developed strong bipartisan support 
in Congress and, while lawmakers 
must balance the needs of numerous 
organizations, we are optimistic about our 
opportunities in the current Congress. 
With the continued dedication of our 
thousands of patients and volunteers, 
we are confident in our ability to achieve 
many of our policy priorities.



Crossing the a isle  Kidney disease hits 30 million people 
in the United States, and that doesn’t 
exclude members of Congress. Several 
representatives and senators have a 
personal stake in this issue and bring to the 
table firsthand insight into the problem. 
One personal story really stands out.

Representative Jaime Herrera Beutler  
(R-WA) knows about kidney disease in 
a way few of us do. Imagine you were 
told that the odds of your unborn child 
surviving birth were exactly this: Zero.  

What if several respected doctors told 
you that? And what if the kindness of a 
stranger suddenly changed those odds 
completely?

That’s Representative Herrera  
Beutler’s story.

In 2013, Ms. Herrera Beutler was 20  
weeks pregnant when an ultrasound 
revealed that her baby had a fatal form of 
Potter syndrome, bilateral renal agenesis—
she had no kidneys. Several doctors told 
Jaime and her husband, Dan, that the baby 
would not develop normally and would 
be either stillborn or suffocate at birth 
because her lungs had not developed. 

While the couple dealt with the awful 
news, word of their plight had gotten 
out to the media. Rob Volmer, a public 

in Washington, DC, during National 
Kidney Month: legislation to establish a 
pilot program to improve early detection, 
care, and outcomes for people with CKD; 
passage of H.R. 1270, the newly introduced 
Living Donor Protection Act (see page 23); 
and funding for CKD programs run by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), National Institute of Diabetes and 
Digestive and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK), 
and Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA). 

The mandate is to detect CKD, protect living 
donors, and direct funding to major kidney 
programs. We do this through advocates 
and allies in Congress. All of these people 
are exceptional, and most have some direct 
connection to kidney disease.

for kidney health

No matter what political party you belong 
to, kidney disease gets a vote, too. It hits all 
of us. Recognizing this, several members 
of Congress are supporting legislation in a 
bipartisan effort to advance kidney health, 
healthcare, and research. 

Kevin Longino, CEO of the National Kidney 
Foundation, highlighted our legislative 
priorities at the Kidney Patient Summit 

Rep. Jaime Herrera Beutler,  
husband Dan, their children 
Abigail and Ethan
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Detect. Protect. Direct.

relations executive, was in Washington, 
DC, waiting for a client in his hotel room 
when he picked up a copy of USA Today, 
a paper he normally doesn’t read, and 
saw the Herrera Beutler story. His son 
had similar developmental problems 
from a different condition and had his life 
saved through saline injections. Volmer 
immediately began to work the phone. 

Rob got through to Jaime and put 
her in touch with the doctor who had 
helped his wife—Dr. Jessica Bienstock, a 
perinatologist at Johns Hopkins Hospital 
in Baltimore. Through these treatments, 
Herrera Beutler’s baby developed 
normally, despite having no kidneys, 
and was born alive—and crying loudly 
with healthy lungs. Even though she was 
premature, Abigail was the first baby with 
Potter syndrome to survive. After three 
years on infant dialysis, Abigail received a 
kidney from a family member—her father. 
Both parents were matches, but Dan said, 
“I wanted to help.”        

The outcome? Instead of a bleak picture, 
there’s one of a happy, bright-eyed baby 
girl in a swing having the time of her life. 

Historian Walter Lord once wrote, “Every 
once in a while, ‘what must be’ need not 
be at all.” That’s the Herrera Beutler story.

Ms. Herrera Beutler is one of Congress’s 
most passionate advocates on issues 
involving kidney disease and champions 
others affected by this illness through 
sharing her story. She joined with her 
colleague Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-NY) to 
introduce the Living Donor Protection 
Act (H.R. 1270) to benefit people like her 
husband, Dan, and to encourage living 
donation. “We want to inspire more 
people [to donate], which this legislation 
does…. We learned during this process, 
it’s healthy people who are allowed 
to give. That means to me there’s no 
reason an insurance company should 
discriminate.” 

The sponsor of the bill has an exceptional 
story, too. Representative Nadler, who 
represents the Manhattan’s West Side 
and parts of Brooklyn, has a long and 
distinguished record of service and 
humanitarianism toward kidney patients. 
He cosponsored and supported various 
bills benefitting CKD patients, including 
recent legislation to protect patients’ 
access to specialty tier drugs, a bill to 
establish a Clinical Care Commission 
to coordinate federal government 
activities on diabetes, and legislation to 
expand access to Medicare rehabilitation 
services.  Representative Nadler sees the 

struggle facing kidney patients and their 
families every day at work; he has a staff 
member whose child needed a kidney 
transplant. 

In an exemplar of teamwork, the 10-term 
Democrat introduced the Living Donor 
Protection Act with his four-term Republican 
colleague, Jaime Herrera Beutler.

Speaking to a group of organ donors and 
recipients at the Kidney Patient Summit in 
March, Nadler said, “The bond between 
donor and recipient is simple and 
profound. I salute you all.”

Representatives Nadler and Herrera 
Beutler issued the following joint 
statement announcing the introduction of 
the Living Donor Protection Act:

Every year, thousands of Americans donate 
kidneys, livers, and other organs to save 
the lives of family members, friends, and 
even complete strangers facing life-
threatening illnesses. Organ donation 
saves lives and saves money, cutting 
healthcare costs by as much as two-thirds 
and saving Medicare millions of dollars 
every year. The Living Donor Protection Act 
will ensure that Americans who make the 
life-saving choice to become organ donors 
won’t face economic roadblocks because 
of their decision. Under this bipartisan 

legislation, living organ donors will be able 
to access insurance and use the medical 
leave they need, giving donors more 
certainty and, it is our hope, encourage 
more Americans to give the incredible gift 
of organ donation.

Whatever the politics, when it comes to 
kidney health and kidney lives, you can 
place the votes of these members of 
Congress firmly in the “kidney column.”  

Rep. Jerrold Nadler
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Education has been a primary part of our 
mission since the beginning. Whether you 
are a patient or a healthcare professional, 
every new fact learned is a move against 
kidney disease and a move toward kidney 
health and a better life. 

People learn, then comes the job of 
getting them to act on what they’ve 
learned. NKF Patient Education materials 
are created with the input of the patients 
themselves to ensure that pertinent, 
accessible information is presented to 
patients in a way that decreases the 
learning gap and that motivates patients 
to use this information to improve their 
health and lives. NKF’s Kidney Learning 
Solutions (KLS) department provides 
brochures, online videos, fact sheets, 
web-based content, and even Facebook 
livestreams to get life-improving—and 
lifesaving—information to as many people 
as possible. 

On the other side of the healthcare 
equation, kidney healthcare professionals 
(HCPs) must maintain their certifications 
by completing a mandated number of 
educational credits every year. These 
continuing education activities update 
healthcare practice to provide the best 
possible treatment to patients. KLS’s 
NKF Professional Education materials 
focus on the most timely and effective 
subjects for patient care, and in formats 
easily accessible to busy healthcare 

professionals. KLS also develops 
important healthcare tools and reference 
materials.  

KLS provided more than 43 new 
educational resources in FY17. These new 
resources include continuing medical 
education programs, clinical bulletins, 
patient brochures, videos, and new 
website content. KLS also supplements 
and refines existing online professional 
and patient content to ensure that all 
web-based information is up to date and 
medically accurate.

KLS knows that better-informed patients 
are healthier. KLS developed five new 
patient brochures on self-care (available 
in English and Spanish) and updated 
several other brochures to make the 
content more timely, easier to read, and 
more medically accurate. Several new 
web pages were also developed for the 
NKF’s “A to Z Health Guide” (www.kidney.
org/atoz), a comprehensive guide to 
kidney disease and related conditions, 
and topics for patients. These new web 
pages became available as individual 
microsites or downloadable fact sheets 
for patients.

KLS connects to patients and 
professionals using multimedia platforms. 
Seven new patient and professional 
education videos were created in FY17, 

and several mobile applications for  
both audiences are being developed  
and updated.

Professional education means better 
treatment and better lives. KLS 
also recognizes the needs of the 
professionals themselves and develops 
content relevant to their practices. 
Offered live and as webcasts, more 
than 120 multidisciplinary  Accredited 
Professional CME/CE Programs are 
available to clinicians. Three new clinical 
bulletins for professionals reached more 
than 24,000 clinicians and were available 
as free downloadable PDFs from our 
Clinician Tools page.

CKDinform’s Continuing Medical 
Education/Continuing Education (CME/
CE) activity targets PCPs and includes 
one to three topics (1 hour per topic) and 
addresses early identification, diagnosis, 
and management of CKD. By applying 
the information and tools from these 
symposia, PCPs can see an increase in 
CKD diagnosis, resulting in better  
patient outcomes.

CKDinform includes a collection of 
evidence-based resources for primary 
care practitioners (PCPs). This diverse 
“toolbox” will enable PCPs to recognize 
CKD earlier and develop treatment 
protocols to slow progression.

Learn NKF-KLS Professional and 
Patient Education Materials 

• Hard copies or downloadable 
PDFs of patient brochures

• “A to Z Health Guide” hosts 
online fact sheets and web-
based content covering a 
wide range of topics

• Videos for patients 
and professionals

• Mobile applications for 
patients and professionals 

• Clinician tools available for 
download or as hard copies (i.e., 
foldout pocket tools, clinical 
bulletins, clinician teaching 
cards, fact sheets, tear-off pads)

• Accredited Professional 
Advancement CME/CE Programs 
(offered live and online) 



Annual Report 2017 27 

In FY17, CKDinform reached more than 
20,000 Healthcare Professionals (PCPs, 
registered nurses, nurse practitioners).

NKF recognized the need for CKD 
education for PCPs. After one year of 
presenting CKDinform programs in 20 
states across the nation, 99 percent 
of PCP learners found the education 
useful; 88 percent of the participants 
have modified their behaviors while 
treating patients, based on the learning 
from this program. (See also page 59.)

NKF 2016 Spring Clinical Meetings

NKF’s premier continuing education 
conference for healthcare professionals 
consists of educational activities 
that serve to develop and increase 
the knowledge, skills, professional 
performance, and relationships that 
clinicians use to provide services 
to patients and the profession. The 
meeting’s unique interprofessional 
program structure enables the kidney 
healthcare team to interact and learn 
from each other and build a better care 
coordination team to serve patients.  

For more than 25 years, nephrology 
HCPs from across the country have 
come to the NKF Spring Clinical 
Meetings to learn about the newest 
developments related to all aspects 
of nephrology practice, network with 
colleagues, and present their research 
findings. It is the only conference of its 
kind that focuses on translating science 
into practice for the entire healthcare 
team (nephrologists, pharmacists, 
advanced practitioners, nephrology 

nurses and technicians, renal and 
clinical dietitians, nephrology social 
workers, transplant professionals). The 
NKF 2016 Spring Clinical Meetings, 
held at the Hynes Convention Center in 
Boston, reached its highest attendance 
with close to 3,200 attendees. As 
the conference continues to grow in 
attendance, NKF continues to ensure 
that the programming and networking 
opportunities are meeting the current 
needs of the profession. 

New features and highlights from 
the 2016 Meeting included: 

• Atul Gawande, MD, MPH, gave 
the keynote address, “Advanced 
Kidney Disease: Individualized 
Care, End-of-Life Transitions, and 
Patient Safety.” Dr. Gawande is a 
renowned surgeon, researcher, 
and author of Being Mortal: 
Medicine and What Matters in the 
End and The Checklist Manifesto: 
How to Get Things Right.

• A half-day professional 
development seminar for 
fellows and residents.

• Expanded educational stipend 
program Pro-to-Go for residents 
and dialysis technicians. This 
important, recently inaugurated 
grant program encourages talented 
residents to enter the field of 
nephrology and assists technicians 
who lack employer reimbursement 
and paid time off to update their 
continuing education credits. 

• Clinical Update in Hypertension: 
A full-day preconference course 
held in conjunction with the 
American Society of Hypertension. 

• Additional new preconference 
courses, including: Pragmatic Drug 
Dosing Across the Continuum 
in Kidney Disease; Vascular 
Access; and a certification review 
course for dialysis nurses. 

Keynote Speaker Atul Gawande, MD.
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NKF 2016 Spring Clinical Meetings—Distinguished Honorees and Award Recipients

Holly J. Kramer, 
MD, MPH, of Loyola 
University, Chicago, 
was the distinguished 
recipient of The 
Garabed Eknoyan 
Award. 

Dr. Kramer has largely focused her research 
on the link between obesity and kidney 
disease. In her opinion, obesity is the 
number one risk factor for kidney disease, 
and it is the result of our society consuming 
more manufactured food, instead of food in 
its natural state. Instead of focusing on one 
person’s eating habits, she believes we can 
aim to reduce portion sizes in restaurant 
and food store chains and manufactured 
foods, or change the public’s perception 
about food choices. She hopes that her 
contributions to the field of obesity will 
someday influence policy.

Over the next decade, Dr. Kramer would 
like to continue to raise awareness of CKD 
as a major public health concern. “I am 
waiting for the scientific community and 
the general US population to recognize  
the impact that the kidney disease crisis  
is having on the [United States].” said  
Dr. Kramer. “Nephrology remains a 
specialty with less clinical trials compared 

to other specialties and we all need to  
come together to change this—as soon  
as possible.”

Dr. Kramer is currently Vice Chair of 
Commentaries and Controversies for 
the NKF’s Kidney Disease Outcomes 
Quality Initiative (KDOQI) and is working 
on developing controversy reports that 
investigate clinical topics that do not  
have a uniform or simple answer. By 
elucidating these large holes, she hopes 
to help move more funding into kidney 
disease research.

The Garabed Eknoyan Award recognizes 
an individual who has promoted the vision 
of the National Kidney Foundation in 
making lives better for people with chronic 
kidney disease through exceptional 
contributions to key NKF initiatives, such as 
KDOQI or clinical research, in the field of 
kidney disease. 

Bruce A. Molitoris, 
MD, was named 
the 2016 Donald 
W. Seldin Award 
winner.

Currently, Dr. 
Molitoris is focusing 

his efforts on translating a technique that 
can rapidly measure glomerular filtration 

rate (GFR) and plasma volume at the 
bedside. Funded by the National Institutes 
of Health and multiple investors, the 
technology will help doctors easily follow 
their patients’ kidney function.

“It is extremely meaningful to me to 
win an award like this and look at the 
company I’m keeping with previous 
award winners,” said Dr. Molitoris. “It is 
especially wonderful because I think so 
much of Dr. Seldin and am amazed at his 
foresight and vision in the past.”

Dr. Molitoris is Professor of Medicine 
and Director of the Indiana Center 
for Biological Microscopy at Indiana 
University. His research has centered on 
the cell biology of acute kidney injury 
with an emphasis on proximal tubule 
cell injury secondary to ischemia and/
or nephrotoxins. A second area of study 
includes intravital imaging of the kidney.

“The potential to develop new diagnostics 
and theranostics and to use available 
technology to advance both fields is 
going to make nephrology a really exciting 
area in the near future,” he said.

The Donald W. Seldin Award recognizes 
excellence in clinical nephrology in the 
tradition of Dr. Donald Seldin, one of the 
foremost teachers and researchers in  
the field.

Sharon Anderson, 
MD, of Portland, OR, 
received NKF’s highest 
honor, the David Hume 
Award.

“I am deeply honored 
to be the second 

woman to receive the David Hume Award,” 
Dr. Anderson said. “For research, there are 
many things that are exciting right now. The 
current focus on personalized medicine 
offers an unprecedented opportunity 
to learn more about why people with 
different ages, gender, ethnicity, or genetic 
background may be more susceptible to 
kidney disease, and how we might intervene 
to modify those risk factors.”

Dr. Anderson is Professor and Chair in 
the Department of Medicine at Oregon 
Health & Science University and the VA 
Portland Health Care System. Her research 
interests relate to factors that contribute 
to the progression of chronic kidney 
disease, including hypertension, glomerular 
hemodynamic changes, and changes in 
cell mediators of progression. Many of 
her studies have helped the scientific 
community better understand diabetic 
nephropathy, polycystic kidney disease, 
and the aging kidney.

The David Hume Award is reserved 
for a distinguished scientist-clinician in  
the field of kidney and urologic diseases 
who exemplifies the high ideals of 
scholarship and humanitarianism in an 
outstanding manner.

NKF Spring Clinical Meetings is not only an educational and networking event, it is also an opportunity to 
honor and support outstanding nephrology professionals and their work. Here are just a few of 2016’s award 
recipients and honorees:
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  
Atul Gawande, MD 

TIME Magazine named Dr. Gawande 
one of the world’s most influential 
thinkers. His bold visions for improving 
performance and safety in healthcare 
have made him one of the most sought-
after speakers in medicine. He is the 
author of three best-selling books.

His address during the 25th anniversary 
of NKF Spring Clinical Meetings was 
titled “Advanced Kidney Disease: 
Individualized Care, End-of-Life 
Transitions and Patient Safety.”

Dr. Gawande is a general and endocrine 
surgeon at Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital in Boston, and a professor in 
the Department of Health Policy and 
Management at Harvard School of Public 
Health and in the Department of Surgery 
at Harvard Medical School. 

Professional Unity

NKF’s Professional Councils create the 
multidisciplinary educational program 
tracks at NKF Spring Clinical Meetings 
and are a part of NKF’s unique identity 
and history as an organization serving 
the kidney healthcare team. The 
Councils are professional communities, 
with local chapters, meetings, and 
events throughout the country. 
Professionals are invited to join NKF’s 
Council of Nephrology Nurses and 
Technicians (NKF-CNNT), Council of 
Advanced Practitioners (NKF-CAP), 
Council on Renal Nutrition (NKF-CRN), 
and Council of Nephrology Social 
Workers (NKF-CNSW). 

NKF professional membership increased 
by nearly 20 percent from FY16 to FY17. 
This is due in part to the Professional 
Councils’ efforts to provide improved 
Member Benefits, which include 
reviewing and helping launch more 
than 37 online CME/CE programs in the 
Professional Education Resource Center 
(PERC); the coordination of new live 
continuing-education webinar options; 
and the implementation of the Journal 
of Nephrology Social Work’s online CE 
program. In FY17, more than 69,500 
healthcare professionals participated in 
NKF’s online CME/CE programs.

Kidney HCPs are dealing with a major 
public health issue and the difficult 
complications of treatment and living 
with this illness. They are lifesaving 
specialists deserving of our respect and 
support. Members of NKF Professional 
Councils become a part of something 
larger; they connect not only as 
colleagues, but also to the profession 
itself and its developments nationwide. 
NKF Member Benefits enhance this 
professional connection. Among 
those benefits are subscriptions to 
NKF journals and publications, which, 
depending on discipline, can include 
the American Journal of Kidney Diseases 
(AJKD), Advances in Chronic Kidney 
Disease (ACKD), the Journal of Renal 
Nutrition (JRN), the Journal of Nephrology 
Social Work (JNSW), RenaLink, and 
Currently Kidney. Members also have 
access to professional e-tools and 
clinician support materials through  
our Professional Education Resource 
Center (PERC); access to free CME/CE  
activities; savings on all educational 
programs, resources, and items in the 
NKF online store; a chance to receive 
special NKF awards, scientific research 
grants, and educational stipends, 
including the prestigious Fellowship 
of the National Kidney Foundation 
(FNKF); and eligibility for professional 
designations and certifications (again, 
depending on discipline). 

NKF Frontliners: Advice from Kidney 
Healthcare Professionals

In FY17, NKF instituted a highly 
useful resource for professionals 
of all disciplines, NKF Frontliners. 
Experienced kidney health professionals 
and experts post articles and provide 
advice on NKF’s blogs, website, and 
other digital platforms.

Moving practice forward is one aspect 
of NKF’s diverse strategy. Moving the 
science behind that practice is another…

Leslie Spry, MD, FACP, FASN, FNKF, 
member NKF Public Policy Committee; 

moderator of NKF’s “Ask the Doctor” 
blog; NKF Frontliners contributor. 
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Dr. Michael Choi was elected 
President of the National Kidney 

Foundation in October 2016, 
but that was just the latest 

step in his long, productive 
association with the 
Foundation. Education—of 
patients, professionals and 
even members of Congress—
is the common theme of his 
contributions to NKF. 

Dr. Choi is Associate Professor 
of Medicine and Clinical 

Director of Nephrology at 
the Johns Hopkins University 

School of Medicine. He served 
as Nephrology Fellowship Director 

(1996–2009) and is now Clinical 
Director. He was the founding 

Vice Chair of Education 
for the Kidney Disease 

Outcomes Quality 
Initiative (KDOQI) 

(2009–2016). Dr. Choi received his 
undergraduate degree from Yale 
University, his medical degree from 
the Johns Hopkins University School 
of Medicine, and completed his 
nephrology fellowship at the University 
of Pennsylvania. He is also co-editor of 
the chronic kidney disease section for the 
Nephrology Self-Assessment Program. 
His clinical and research interests include 
chronic kidney disease, glomerular 
diseases, and education.

“I am deeply honored to serve as the 
23rd President of the National Kidney 
Foundation. The previous Presidents have 
been incredible leaders in nephrology 
and have greatly helped NKF serve our 
patients. My role at NKF has primarily 
been focused on education,” says Dr. 
Choi. “As President, I am determined to 
increase awareness of kidney disease. 

Clearly, we must work harder to raise 
awareness of kidney disease in order to 
truly inform our patients.”

Educating patients who have received 
a diagnosis of kidney disease is one of 
the many jobs of nephrologists like Dr. 
Choi. But it was his desire to expand that 
education to include the general public 
and primary care providers that became 
his personal passion.  

After two of his relatives in Korea, without 
even knowing they had kidney disease, 
suddenly had to start dialysis in early 
2000, he was determined to make 
early CKD detection and education of 
clinicians a priority. Dr. Choi remembers 
his thinking at the time: 

“In the early 2000s, two of my relatives in 
Korea suddenly had to start dialysis. They 
had no idea about it, and I felt terrible 
that as a nephrologist I had no idea 
either. I would do anything to have given 
them more time before they had to start 

L ea rn , then ac t :Change Starts with Education

Michael J. Choi, MD 
NKF President and Chair, 
NKF Scientific Advisory Board
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dialysis. I felt I had to try to help educate 
the public and primary care providers 
about kidney disease.” 

And so began a path that led to Dr. Choi’s 
involvement with NKF through the NKF 
Spring Clinical Meetings. 

“One of my good friends and mentor, 
Dr. Jerry Yee, was Chair of NKF’s Spring 
Clinical Meetings, and he invited me to be 
on the planning committee. I also knew 
NKF’s Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Joseph 
Vassalotti, since we were house staff 
together at Johns Hopkins, and he started 
to speak to me about possibly being 
more involved with NKF. Eventually, I was 
asked to become Vice Chair of Education 
for KDOQI [Kidney Disease Outcomes 
Quality Initiative, NKF’s revolutionary 
treatment guidelines], where my role was 
to try to improve implementation of the 
Clinical Practice Guidelines.” 

Educating primary care physicians is 
key to early diagnosis and better patient 
outcomes. Dr. Choi has played an integral 
role in developing an NKF course on CKD 

for primary care clinicians to help guide 
early diagnosis, and slow progression  
of CKD. 

“I have had the opportunity to present 
and participate in NKF’s CKDinform 
sessions for primary care clinicians. I 
feel this program helps us…with earlier 
diagnosis and referral for patients with 
kidney disease. A program like this may 
have helped my relatives have more time 
off dialysis.”      

Educating members of Congress has also 
become one of Dr. Choi’s passions. 

“My proudest moment was being a 
member of the Kidney Patient Summit 
this March…. I had the privilege of 
addressing and meeting these inspiring 
patients. Together, we advocated for 
more government research funds for 
earlier detection and treatment of kidney 
disease, and policies to help facilitate 
kidney transplantation. I will always 
cherish being together with these patient 
champions who led this effort to improve 
kidney health.”  

In February, Dr. Choi represented NKF 
at the Kidney Innovation Summit in 
Washington, DC, hosted by the US 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), 
the VA Center for Innovation, and 
the American Society of Nephrology. 
The goal of the summit, attended by 
major healthcare stakeholders, was to 
advance innovation in delivering care to 
people with kidney disease by sharing 
knowledge and sparking collaborations 
that will convert new ideas into actions 
that will have an impact for kidney 
disease patients and providers. Dr. Choi 
presented on the TACKLE Trial, one of 
NKFs major research initiatives on the 
importance of early CKD detection. 
(See pages 32, 59.) Recently, under his 
guidance, the Foundation formed the 
NKF Education Committee, which will 
provide guidance regarding educational 
outreach and resource development.

“Knowledge, if it does not determine 
action, is dead to us,” wrote the 
philosopher Plotinus almost two millennia 
ago. Dr. Choi, through his life and 
work, demonstrates his commitment to 
putting knowledge to work and bringing 

action to the issue of earlier detection. 
“Together, we will make kidney disease a 
public health priority through education, 
research, innovation, and advocacy for all 
kidney patients.”

 

“NKF is the historic pioneer 
of scientific research and 
innovation, focusing on the 
whole person through the 
lens of kidney health. We have 
a history of effective action 
against kidney disease by 
improving clinical knowledge 
as well as providing people-
centered programs, resources, 
and support for over 65 
years… NKF’s network of 
patients, family members, and 
healthcare professionals are 
our best collaborators to spark 
innovation.”

Michael Choi, MD
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Research is the alpha of NKF. It’s where 
we started. Ada DeBold didn’t like the 
answers that she was getting about her 
young son who was suffering with kidney 
disease and decided to start generating 
support for research toward more effective 
treatment. That thread has run through 
our organization for decades and remains 
unbroken. During the past 40 years, NKF 
has invested more than $100 million to 
support more than 1,100 researchers 
investigating the causes and treatments  
of kidney disease.

From being the first to define 
chronic kidney disease as a distinct, 
treatable illness, to advancing kidney 
transplantation, to developing the staged 
system of kidney disease diagnosis and 
treatment, to the gold-standard KDOQI 
Clinical Practice Guidelines improving 
treatment to this day, the science of kidney 
health drives our mission….

TACKLE to Gain on  
Kidney Disease
We know that CKD is common. We 
know that, undetected, it can lead to 
cardiovascular disease (CVD), kidney 
failure, and premature death. Simple, 
reliable tests are readily available. So why 
is it that only about 15 percent of people 
with all stages of CKD have been 

diagnosed? One big reason is that those 
at high risk are not getting those tests. 

To prove the benefits of early detection 
and intervention for CKD, NKF’s Research 
Task Force has proposed a major clinical 
trial to be called Testing and Classification 
of Kidney Health to Lower Events 
(TACKLE). Under the direction of Principal 
Investigator, Dr. Carmen Peralta, TACKLE 
will be a multicenter trial to determine 
the care processes and patient care team 
that will work best to improve patient 
outcomes. A small initial study asked the 
research question: Can a targeted screen-
and-treat program for CKD improve 
blood pressure (BP) management among 
persons at high risk for complications? 
This pilot trial, called Screening for CKD 
Among Non-Diabetic Hypertensive 
Veterans, includes 1,800 patients and is 
being conducted at the San Francisco VA 
Medical Center. It will be completed in the 
fall of 2017.  

Improving blood pressure management 
is known to delay progression of CKD. It 
is just one potential benefit of screening 
for CKD. Using the results from the pilot 
trial, TACKLE will be carefully designed 
to show how a multidisciplinary care 
team, and evidence-based practices, can 
deliver more cost-effective care that will 
produce better outcomes for patients.  

Dr. Peralta, a native of Barranquilla, 
Colombia, is noted for her dedicated work 
in reducing high kidney disease rates 
among Latinos and was featured in an 
NBC News story.*  She is the recipient of 
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s 
Young Leadership Award.

Workshops and  
Research Conferences
In addition to studies, NKF holds 
workshops and research conferences, 
where kidney health experts at the top 
of their respective fields convene and 
focus on specific research problems. 
In FY17, NKF held a conference on 
hyperuricemia, and several others are 
under development. 

Hyperuricemia, Chronic Kidney 
Disease, and Cardiovascular 
Disease: What Is the Relationship?

A Scientific Controversies Conference 
Sponsored by the National Kidney 
Foundation

This Controversies Conference, held 
in September 2016, brought together 
a group of international experts from 
the fields of nephrology, rheumatology, 
endocrinology, and nutritional science  
to evaluate the emerging science related 
to the interrelationship of hyperuricemia,

kidney disease, and CVD. The deliberations 
from the conference will be summarized in 
an article to be published in the American 
Journal of Kidney Diseases.

Gout is the most common form of 
inflammatory arthritis, affecting an 
estimated 8.3 million Americans. 
Hyperuricemia is a common component 
of gout. There is a strong association 
between hyperuricemia and kidney 
disease. In addition to the significant 
impact on physical well-being, there is 
accumulating evidence that hyperuricemia 
in the presence of CKD is associated 
with adverse cardiovascular outcomes 
and more rapid progression of kidney 
dysfunction. Hyperuricemia has also been 
linked to hypertension, diabetes, stroke, 
and mortality.

Conference discussion questions 
and topics included: the causes and 
consequences of hyperuricemia; the 
association among hyperuricemia, CKD, 
CVD, and hypertension; hyperuricemia 
as an independent risk factor for CKD; 
uric acid’s role in kidney dysfunction; 
lowering uric acid and the impact on 
kidney disease outcomes; gout treatment 
with nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory 
drugs (NSAIDS) and CKD; hyperuricemia 
as a risk factor for CVD; lowering uric 
acid and cardiovascular outcomes; 
and pharmacologic management of 
hyperuricemia and gout.

Seek

* http://nbclatino.com/2012/12/26/helping-hands-for-one-doctor-reducing-high-kidney-disease-rates-among-latinos-is-lifes-work/ 
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Young Investigator Awards

Project: APOL1-Related Kidney  
Disease in Sickle Cell Disease

Divya G. Moodalbail, MD, Nemours/
Alfred I. duPont Hospital for 
Children, Wilmington, DE

Sickle cell disease (SCD) is a 
chronic, debilitating, hereditary 
blood disorder seen in 1 in 
300 African Americans and is 

associated with a multitude of acute and chronic 
health problems, including an increased risk for kidney 
disease. Early identification of youth with SCD and at 
high risk for kidney disease is critical because available 
preventive interventions can promote kidney health 
and slow disease progression. The goal of the study 
is to identify evidence of early kidney disease in youth 
with SCD, and to identify presence of genetic markers 
associated with increased risk for kidney disease. 
It proposes to test African-American SCD youth for 
variants of apolipoprotein-1 (APOL1) gene known to be 
associated with increased risk for kidney disease. This 
study will enable testing of the hypothesis that SCD 
patients with APOL1 gene changes will have greater 
expression of laboratory markers of kidney disease. 

Project: Toll-like Receptors Induced  
Pathways in Lupus Nephritis 

Hanni Menn-Josephy, MD,  
Boston Medical Center 

Lupus is an autoimmune disease 
that mainly affects young 
women of child-bearing age. It is 
characterized by the production 
of proteins that bind to DNA 

and RNA and form complexes. The complexes cause 
local inflammation in the kidney, which can result in 
kidney failure. Genetic variations in a protein called 
interferon regulatory factor 5 (IRF5) increase the risk 
of developing lupus. The purpose of this study is to 
determine whether IRF5 plays a role in lupus-related 
kidney disease. The researchers will obtain kidney 
samples from lupus patients with active kidney disease 
and measure IRF5 expression in various kidney immune 
cells. To determine whether the IRF5-expressing 
immune cells in the kidney are activated, Dr. Menn-
Josephy and her team will compare global gene 
expression to resting immune cells of the same type. 
Overall, this project will identify whether IRF5 or other 
proteins in the IRF5 pathway are potential new targets 
for the treatment of lupus kidney disease.

Project: Sleep Restriction and Renal  
Function [grant renewal]

Ciaran McMullan, MD, MMSc, 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital,  
Boston, MA

Kidney function is regulated by the 
sleep-wake cycle. Coordination 
of this periodicity in the kidney 
permits anticipation of the 

metabolic and physiological demands of the kidney 
throughout a 24-hour cycle. Although sleep disruption 
has been studied extensively in cardiovascular and 
metabolic disease, its association with chronic kidney 
disease has not been studied. Furthermore, low 
levels of the “night-time” hormone, melatonin, have 
been associated with many conditions related to 
CKD, including hypertension, diabetes, and systemic 
inflammation, yet the benefits of increasing melatonin 
levels on the risk for CKD is unknown. Dr. McMullan 
and his team aim to investigate the effect of repetitive 
sleep restriction and shift work on risk factors for 
CKD and the effect of sleep extension and melatonin 
supplementation on CKD risk factors among individuals 
at increased risk for the development of CKD.

NKF Young Investigator Awards are investments in the future of kidney healthcare. By assisting talented, promising  
beginning scientists in obtaining funding for their research projects, NKF encourages the best people to enter the field  
of nephrology. Young Investigator Awards are about investing in researchers, as well as the research itself. 

The Young Investigator Awards are for one-year terms. They are based upon careful and balanced peer review by an independent  
review committee, with an emphasis on the support of high-quality clinical investigation.

The National Kidney Foundation gratefully acknowledges that the NKF Young Investigator Grant Program is made possible by support from (or 
in honor of) the following organizations and individuals: American Society of Nephrology; Victor Chaltiel Foundation; Shaul G. Massry, MD; Pfizer 
Laboratories; Solomon Papper, MD; Patricia Welder Robinson; Donald Seldin, MD; George Schreiner, MD; Robert Schrier, MD; Hilda Gershon Sugarman.
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Satellite Dialysis Clinical 
Investigator Grant 
Project: Weight Trajectory and 
Outcomes in Kidney Disease

Elaine Ku, MD, 
MAS, University 
of California San 
Francisco

Obesity 
among chronic 
hemodialysis 

patients has been associated with 
a survival advantage compared to 
normal weight in a phenomenon 
described as the “obesity paradox.” 
However, obesity in children on 
dialysis has not been associated with 
a lower risk of death compared to 
normal weight. One of the potential 
reasons for these differing observations 
in adults versus children is the 
delivery of more aggressive nutritional 
interventions in children with kidney 
disease to maintain weight and growth. 
Thus, Dr. Ku hypothesizes, the higher 
risk of death in adults who begin 
dialysis with a normal weight may be 
due in part to the significant weight loss 
that occurred prior to needing dialysis. 
The objectives of her research are to: 
1) characterize weight trajectory in 
adults versus children; and 2) examine 
the association between weight change 
before dialysis and risk of death after 
dialysis in adults.

Project: Bone Disease in Infants with CKD and ESRD

Abigail Eldridge, RD 
Children’s Hospital Colorado

In September, NKF awarded a new 
research grant to Abigail Eldridge, RD, 
a pediatric renal dietitian at Children’s 
Hospital Colorado, to study bone disease 
in infants with CKD and ESRD. There 

are currently no standardized guidelines for the treatment 
of bone disease in infants who have kidney disease. Using 
current studies and recommendations for the pediatric 
population, Ms. Eldridge and her colleague, Dr. Jens Goebel, 
developed an algorithm to create treatment procedures.  They 
plan to trial this algorithmin in order to develop best-practice 
guidelines.

 

“Infants suffering from chronic kidney disease and end-stage 
renal disease are a small, yet growing, population,” said Ms. 
Eldridge. “A lack of research and evidence-based practice 
guidelines is worrisome, as most growth in height occurs 
during the first two years of life, and bone mineralization is an 
important part of early development,” she added. Childhood 
CKD is associated with alterations in bone and mineral 
metabolism; these play a role in growth failure and can lead 
to low bone density, which affects short-term and long-term 
fracture risk. 

The research being conducted by Ms. Eldridge will be a 
multicenter study and include participants from across North 
America. The two-year grant was made possible through funds 
provided by Keryx Biopharmaceuticals, Inc.

                                                                                          

Keryx Renal Nutrition Research Grant

“A lack of research and evidence-
based practice guidelines is 
worrisome, as most growth in 
height occurs during the first two 
years of life…”

“Infants suffering from chronic kidney 
disease and end-stage renal disease 
are a small, yet growing, population.”
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From Research “Subjects” to Partners: Patients and Scientists Collaborate

Project: Putting Patients at the Center of  
Kidney Care Transitions 

L. Ebony Boulware, MD, Duke 
University; Jamie Green, MD, 
Geisinger Health System 
[01/1/2016 to 12/31/2021]

The study, Resources to Enhance 
Patients’ and Families’ Readiness 
to Engage in Kidney Care Break 

the News, Review Your Options, Weigh the Pros and 
Cons (PREPARE NOW), tests the effectiveness of a 
patient-centered kidney transitions care model within 
Geisinger Health System’s kidney specialty clinics. The 
kidney transitions care model provides clinicians with 
tools to help them recognize when patients should 
prepare for kidney failure and help them support 
patients’ early and informed treatment decisions. The 
study also evaluates the impact of adding a kidney 
transitions specialist to the healthcare team to help 
patients learn about kidney disease, learn self-care 
skills, make informed decisions, get psychosocial 
support, and coordinate their care.  

As a collaborating partner and stakeholder organization, 
NKF is assisting with study design and implementation 
throughout the project, and will provide peer support 
services through our “NKF Peers” program. The kidney 
transitions care model has immense potential to link 
patients in need with key resources to enable them to live 
a healthy life and make the choices that are best for them. 

Project: Enhancing Cardiovascular Safety  
of Hemodialysis Care 

Tiffany Veinot, MLIS, PhD,  
University of Michigan 
[11/1/2016 to 10/31/2021]

Dialysis instability is an important 
patient safety problem, in which 
patients experience low blood 
pressure or other complications 

that can lead to heart injury resulting in hospitalizations 
or death. Many factors influence this instability, 
including decisions made by patients, healthcare 
providers, and a dialysis facility’s policies. To address 
this issue, NKF is working closely with the University of 
Michigan on a PCORI-funded project called Enhancing 
the Cardiovascular Safety of Hemodialysis Care: 
A Cluster-randomized, Comparative Effectiveness 
Trial of Multimodal Provider Education and Patient 
Activation Interventions. The study, conducted in 28 
dialysis facilities across the United States, will compare 
the effectiveness of two interventions designed to 
improve dialysis session stability and the heart health of 
hemodialysis patients: 1) multimodal health professional 
education for dialysis facility care teams, and 2) patient 
activation and peer mentoring by trained ESRD patients. 

NKF is working collaboratively with study investigators 
by serving on the Steering Committee throughout the 
project and will be managing all aspects of developing 
and implementing the peer mentoring intervention, 
such as development of the mentor training program, 
recruiting, training mentors, and handling the logistics 
for the mentoring intervention as a whole.  

These revolutionary ongoing partnerships have several 
exciting developments during FY18, including: 

• The NKF-hosted Patient-Driven Research 
Stakeholders’ Conference, which took place at the 
2017 Spring Clinical Meetings.

• The KDOQI Home Dialysis Controversies 
Conference Series. (See page 59.) 

Research is carried out by talented scientists, and 
clinicians, but it is backed by people who believe in that 
progress, and who are willing to put up the resources to 
make it happen. The same applies to all NKF Programs 
and Services…      

NKF recognizes that patients are the ultimate stakeholders in research. NKF is engaged in multiple projects funded by the  
Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) that are changing healthcare’s view of patients from passive to active 
participants. These projects improve healthcare delivery and outcomes using evidence-based recommendations that come from 
research guided by patients, caregivers, and the broader healthcare community.

The Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute is an independent, nonprofit health research-focused organization that provides 
research funding through the Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Trust Fund (PCOR Trust Fund), which was established by 
Congress through the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010.
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Rallying to “the cause,” people all over the 
country step out and step up to support 
our work. Every dollar donated, every 
action taken, makes our work for patients 
possible...

NKF relies on these funding sources: 
individuals, foundations, corporations, 
and government grants. Our programs 
are also supported through fundraising 
activities: contributions (individual giving, 
memorials, estates, trusts); events (NKF 
Kidney Walks, NKF Golf Classic, local galas, 
endurance sports events, do-it-yourself 
fundraising, and other special events); 
programs (such as corporate sponsorship 
of Kidney Learning Solutions (KLS®) 
projects, patient educational materials, 
or professional education symposia); NKF 
Kidney Cars; thrift stores; and employee 
giving campaigns. These sources have one 
thing in common—people who believe in 
the importance of kidney health. 

Most of NKF’s revenue comes from 
the people we serve—patients, family 
members, friends and other individuals or 
public groups supporting our mission. 

NKF is dedicated to delivering on this 
support from people who believe in 
our mission. For every dollar donated, 
approximately 82 cents goes to programs 
such as research, patient services, 
professional education, public health 
education, and community services.

Team Kidney: Your ideas. 
Your passion. Your way. 
NKF’s brand-new do-it-yourself 
fundraising program, Team Kidney, was 
launched in October of 2016. Team 
Kidney is a nationwide community 
rallying support to fight kidney disease 
by empowering members to create 
their own unique fundraising events. 
Team Kidney is fundraising made easy, 
adds new revenue without stretching 
resources further, and connects NKF to a 
broader audience in untapped regions—
and to every generation, including 
millennials!    

In addition to individual fundraising 
campaigns, Team Kidney participated in 
more than 20 Partnership Events. These 
are existing races that NKF partners with 
locally. Races included the New York 
City Marathon, Bay to Breakers in San 
Francisco, the Tough Mudder series, and 
the Five Boro Bike Tour. 

Team Kidney Participant Spotlights

2016 New York City Marathon Finisher 
For Team Kidney

Corey Zaretsky dedicated his run in 
the 2016 New York City Marathon to 
the National Kidney Foundation. In 
his own words, “This is a cause that 
is extremely important to me. My 
brother was born with kidney disease, 
and a year and a half ago at the age 
of 21, he was in total kidney failure. In 
August 2014 after months of dialysis, 
I donated a kidney to him and he has 
never been healthier.” Corey raised 
more than $12,000 for NKF and 
inspired the entire kidney community 
with each step!

Kevin’s 12-for-12 Urban Hike,  
December 2016

Our own Kevin Longino, NKF CEO, 
went hiking—yes, hiking—around 
Manhattan! Through NKF’s newest 
fundraising platform, Team Kidney, 
Kevin created a personal event 
to commemorate his 12-year 
“transplantversary” and the 12 people 
who die each day waiting for their 
kidney transplant. Kevin’s “Urban Hike” 
led him all around Manhattan—walking 
12 miles. 

Energize
Team Kidney raised more than $300,000 in FY17! This 
includes the 175 individual fundraising campaigns that  
were created since October on GoTeamKidney.org. 
Campaign themes included running a marathon, 
memorializing a loved one, hosting a chili cookoff, and 
celebrating a transplant anniversary.
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Team Kidney lets the  
fundraisers take the lead: 

Team Kidney taps into the creativity 
of NKF supporters, allowing them to 
create their own events to raise funds. 
A fundraiser isn’t interested in Kidney 
Walks or Golf, but likes baking? The Team 
Kidney platform can help put on a bake 
sale. Someone wants to help raise funds, 
but they’re pressed for time? Team Kidney 
can help turn Twitter, Facebook, and 
Instagram networks into fast fundraisers, 
even “crowd raisers.” Supporters can 
celebrate an anniversary, honor a loved 
one, or push themselves with a 10k race—
the possibilities are endless.

Participants can choose from several 
fundraising categories. 
Challenge Yourself: “Add meaning 
to your miles.” This is an endurance 
category that includes running events, 
bike rides, or other athletic adventures. 

Celebrate Milestones: Participants 
raise funds in honor of their birthday, 
anniversary, wedding, or any other 
celebration; participants can also use 
this fundraising category to celebrate 
their transplant anniversary by asking 
friends and family for donations.  

Honor Someone: In this category, 
participants raise funds in honor of a 
loved one who is battling kidney disease 
or who is a kidney donor or recipient, 
or in memory of someone who passed 
away from kidney disease. Participants 
can also use this category to raise 
money in lieu of flowers.  

Get Creative: Fundraising possibilities in 
this category are endless! Participants 
can create their own unique fundraising 
events, from bake-offs and lemonade 
stands to auctions and lawn game 
tournaments. All creative ideas  
are welcome!  

Team Kidney Partnerships are also part 
of the Challenge Yourself fundraising 
category. Partnerships include 
endurance events, such as marathons, 
triathlons, and obstacle races, where 
NKF collaborates with sponsors on local 
and national levels. 

To introduce local offices to the 
possibilities of this platform and to 
maximize its use, NKF National held 
staff training and developed supporting 
materials, including Team Kidney talking 
points, an event idea sheet, participant 
event information forms, and a slide deck 
to use for presentations to local boards.

Who can be a fundraiser with Team 
Kidney? 

Anyone can be a part of Team Kidney! 
Whether they’re five or 95, they can join 
in and raise funds for NKF. Participants 
18 or younger need parental permission. 
Find out about the possibilities at: 

team.kidney.org

Team Kidney Features

Team Kidney provides a huge bank 
of specialized fundraising tools, 
materials, and trainings.

• You’re not alone, you’re part 
of Team Kidney! Fundraising 
is easier than ever with Team 
Kidney, backed by telephone 
and email support.

• Webinars on how to organize 
Team Kidney locally and how to 
target and improve fundraising

• Fundraising guides

• Publicity and event guides

• Customizable signage and flyers 

• Customizable ads

• Email templates

• Online and hardcopy 
fundraising forms

• Pre- and post-event 
media releases that can 
be customized locally

• Thank you template 
for participants

• Coaching about follow-up 
fundraising after the event

• Even wedding favor cards!
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C’MON!—Kidney Walks

Kidney Walks Are Moving the Country 
Toward Kidney Health

Kidney Walk participants are the heart 
and soul of this signature event. Whether 
they are part of a team or just walking as 
individuals, these walkers are an integral 
part of our success, which is why we love 
seeing them come back year after year. 
We saw a tremendous number of walkers 
returning for the year, with an increase 
of 21 percent year-over-year growth in 
participants returning to Kidney Walk! 
There were 96 Kidney Walks held across 
the country during FY17, raising $9 million 
for kidney patients and NKF programs 
and services.

Our National Partner Program has 
continued to thrive! We had 12 different 
companies represented in FY17 as either 
national corporate partners, multimarket 
sponsors, national teams, or a combination 
of these. Our National Teams program—
companies with teams in at least 10 
different markets and committed to a 
minimum of $10,000 in fundraising—
raised a record $500,000 for NKF! These 
teams continue to amaze us with each 
passing year, and we can’t thank them 
enough for their commitment to the cause. 

The Kidney Walk Program continues to 
be play a vital role in our organization. 
Overall, the Walks yielded a 4.8 percent 
year-over-year growth in net revenue 
for the organization, helping to fund 
necessary programs and initiatives 

for kidney patients and their families. 
The Walks continue to be a source of 
community and pride for more than 
85,000 walkers who attend one of our 
events annually. Knowing they are making 
an impact through the funds they raise 
and being able to come together for a day 
to honor, remember, and celebrate their 
loved ones and friends are what keep this 
program moving forward year after year.

Kidneywalk.org 

Corporate Partner 
Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals 

Multimarket Sponsor 
Azura Vascular Care
NxStage Kidney Care 
Satellite Healthcare 

Teams 
Aetna 
American Renal Associates 
Azura Vascular Care  
Equus Capital Partners, Ltd. 
LogistiCare 
Madison Apartment Group 
NxStage Kidney Care 
Satellite Healthcare 
Student National Pharmaceutical
Association (SNPhA)

KidneyWalk.org

85,000 walkers with a 
shared determination to 
end kidney disease. 

Walks in 100+ communities  
around the country.  
Find one near you at  
kidneywalk.org.

Walkers  
everywhere are   
on the move  

#KidneyWalk

walk app
personal page

you go walk app
personal page

you go
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Kidney Walk National Sponsors for FY17: 
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NKF Golf Classic 
The NKF Golf Classic continues to add prestige and excitement to our fundraising 
efforts as The Premier Amateur Golf Event for Charity™. Golfers and their corporate 
guests again raised more than $3.5 million to benefit NKF, at 30 events taking place at 
some of the most prestigious golf courses in the United States. The season culminated 
at the January 2017 National Finals at Pebble Beach, with 240 players from local events 
competing for a national title, along with a record 72 national sponsor participants 
and their customers, enjoying three days of golf at the prestigious Pebble Beach Golf 
Links, The Links at Spanish Bay, and Spyglass Hill Golf Course. Since its inception, the 
NKF Golf Classic has raised more than $100 million.

Golf events benefit both NKF and its supporters, with national corporate partnerships 
revenue growing by 16 percent. Corporate partners use the series to entertain clients 
at the events and to network with the program’s affluent business and community 
leaders, while at the same time supporting the mission of the Foundation.   

Across the 30-event series, the Westchester Country Club at Rye, NY, led the way in 
fundraising with more than $303,000. Other top events included those in Lakeland, 
FL; Philadelphia; Pittsburgh; Boston; Washington, DC; Akron, OH; Des Moines; Ann 
Arbor; Phoenix; and Louisville, all exceeding $100,000. Following the NKF Golf 
Classic’s tradition of playing at top-ranked, prestigious venues in each market, 
tournaments at Westchester Country Club in Rye, Des Moines Golf and Country  
Club, East Lake Golf Club in Atlanta, and Colorado Golf Club in Denver were added  

to the schedule.                                               nkfgolfclassic.com

Kidney Cars 
NKF’s vehicle donation program, Kidney 
Cars, began more than 35 years ago 
and remains among the nation’s most 
well-known and trusted charity vehicle 
donation programs today.  

kidneycars.org

Looking forward, the 2017 season will see Konica Minolta joining the NKF Golf Classic as the national title 
sponsor of the series. Konica Minolta joins current national partners Insurance Auto Auctions,  

HM Insurance Group, Tiffany and Co., Greg Norman Collection, Skechers, Global Golf Post, and PING, as 
well as National Finals at Pebble Beach corporate partners Anheuser-Busch, CDW, and Maserati. 

Kidney Cars had a 1964 Ford Thunderbird sell for $5,200 in NC.

Kidney Cars Summary for FY17

• Total revenue for FY17 
was $3.5 million.

• Including NKF Divisions 
and Affiliates, the total for 
FY17 was 8,474 vehicles.

• This total is more than 450 cars 
above the projected number.

• Volume of donated 
vehicles increased 23 
percent, or 1,350 cars.

• Comparing FY17 to FY16, 
there has been a 25 percent 
increase; FY16/15 also showed 
a 25 percent increase.

• Net revenue increased 
25 percent year-over-
year; $360,900.
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Corporate Development Program: Kidney health is everyone’s business.

The combination of for-profit and 
nonprofit can make a powerful team 
against kidney disease. The NKF 
Development team seeks out meaningful 
partnerships with both industry and retail 
companies that are aligned with raising 
awareness about chronic kidney disease 
and transplantation, and providing 
education and patient support. 

Corporate Partnership offers a variety of 
ways for companies and their employees 
to get involved:

Cause Marketing Partnerships 

From licensed products to campaigns 
that drive sales and brand awareness, 
NKF develops customized and creative 
cause solutions with brands.

Event Sponsorships 
Corporations support NKF by sponsoring 
a range of memorable events throughout 
the year and around the country:

•  NKF Golf Classic: The nation’s Premier 
Amateur Golf Event for Charity™. Each 
year thousands of golfers from across 
the country participate in more than 
30 local events, with the top finishing 
teams invited to compete in the 
National Finals at Pebble Beach, CA. 

•  Kidney Walks: Approximately 100 
Kidney Walks annually present an 
opportunity for dialysis patients, organ 
transplant recipients, donor families, 
living donors, medical communities, 

and the public to celebrate life and 
support the Foundation’s mission from 
coast to coast.

•  KEEP Healthy: NKF’s celebrated 
program of free kidney health 
screenings is designed to raise 
awareness about kidney disease 
among high-risk individuals, so that 
kidney disease can be caught early. 

•   Patient and Professional Educational 
Programs: These programs offer 
comprehensive education for 
patients and healthcare professionals 
to prevent, identify, and treat 
CKD; manage and prevent CKD 
complications; and improve patient 
outcomes. 

•  NKF Spring Clinical Meetings: Almost 
3,200 healthcare providers attend 
NKF’s annual educational conference 
to learn new developments related 
to all aspects of nephrology. A full 
exhibit hall, individual sessions, and 
conference materials are among the 
many sponsorship opportunities. 

Media Partnerships 
Corporations help encourage everyone 
to Heart Your Kidneys by providing pro 
bono media placement for NKF’s new 
multimedia awareness campaign. 

Workplace Giving Programs 
A workplace giving campaign and 
a matching gift program as part of 
corporate philanthropy encourage 
employees to make charitable 

contributions. Workplace giving 
programs increase employee satisfaction 
and engagement by providing an 
easy and efficient way to donate to 
their favorite charities through payroll 
deductions. Establishing a matching 
gift program further demonstrates a 
company’s willingness to invest in the 
causes that matter to employees. NKF 
also supports educational services and 
programs to enhance corporate culture 
and employee health. (See Your Kidneys 
and You, page 21.)

The NKF Corporate Membership 
Program allows NKF to recognize its 
most dedicated corporate partners that 
also aim to improve kidney health and 
save lives. Recognition, timely updates, 
invitations, and access to key opinion 
leaders are some of the benefits of 
becoming a Corporate Member of NKF. 
(See page 62 for a list of our  
current members.)

Drive for Dialysis

In 2016, NKF launched a new corporate 
volunteer and employee engagement 
program, Drive for Dialysis, which allows 
organizations to educate their workforce 
about the importance of early detection 
while assembling “care packages” 
for delivery to dialysis centers in the 
communities where they do business. 
In our inaugural year, we partnered with 
seven national organizations and provided 
care packages to 1,600 patients across 
the country. The Drive for Dialysis custom 
tote bags are specifically designed to meet 
the needs of dialysis patients, and the care 
packages they hold make their extensive 
time spent in treatment more bearable. 

Drive for Dialysis

Drive for Dialysis volunteers filling “care packages” for dialysis patients.
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The Corporate Innovator Award was established to recognize industry partners that advance the field of nephrology by addressing 
an unmet medical need or improving an existing practice, therapeutic, or technology.   

Merck was selected to receive the 2017 Corporate Innovator Award from the National Kidney Foundation in FY17. The award was 
presented at the 2017 Spring Clinical Meetings held in Orlando, FL. Merck’s innovative new treatment for hepatitis C, ZEPATIER, is 
the only direct antiviral agent specifically tested and approved for use in patients with chronic kidney disease stages 4 and 5.  

“Hepatitis C infection is both a cause and complication of chronic kidney disease,” said Kevin Longino, CEO, NKF. “Merck’s 
innovative new treatment for hepatitis C is an important therapy for kidney patients. The Corporate Innovator Award recognizes 
Merck’s significant contribution to improving the lives of people with kidney disease and we congratulate them on this 
achievement.” 

“Although chronic hepatitis C infection is a disease of the liver, it has a well-recognized connection to chronic kidney disease, 
so it is important for patients with chronic kidney disease to speak with their doctors about getting screened for hepatitis C 
infection,” said Wayne Greaves, MD, Merck’s Executive Director of Clinical Research. “Merck is honored to be recognized with  
this award from the National Kidney Foundation.”

2016 Local Board Challenge

During the fall of 2015, NKF CEO 
Kevin Longino and Board Chair 
Arthur Pasquarella made the 
decision to stretch their personal 
commitments. In late spring of 2016, 
they challenged NKF’s extensive 
network of Advisory Board Members 
with a $100,000 matching gift in 
support of our mission. Every dollar 
donated by NKF Advisory Board 
Members was matched to support 
the local office. This initiative rallied 
Board Members and staff across the 
country. As the challenge was “first 
come, first serve,” many jumped at 
the opportunity to support their local 
office and the match was fulfilled by 
September 2016! The Local Board 
Challenge highlights how dedicated 
and committed our volunteers are to 
supporting our mission! 

 
 
It’s important to remember that NKF 
is a team, made up of volunteers and 
supporters, Board Members, and staff, 
all focused on improving the lives of 
people with CKD or at risk. This teamwork 
extends across the country and it is 
striking when all their activities are 
gathered in one place for a  
“big picture” view… 

NKF Corporate Innovator Award: Merck

Wayne Greaves, MD, Executive Director of Clinical Research, Merck, accepts the NKF Corporate Innovator Award from Kevin Longino, NKF CEO.
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From desert communities, to coastal and rural towns, to our National Headquarters in New York City, 
NKF is present for people across the country. Local offices make our mission real for millions in the form of 
patient information and support, CKD public awareness, advocacy in local government, and special programs. 
They are the ones the “locals know,” and the ones who understand the local issues. These NKF people serving across 
the country are the “who” of NKF for our constituents. Our organization is drawing local offices together more 
closely, organizing to create a single, powerful, recognizable presence, one of greater utility to the people we 
serve and one that is a force for cultural change through greater recognition of kidney health. 

Unify
surgery itself. For nursing and physician 
assistant students, NKF GNY brought 
a kidney transplant surgeon to their 
classrooms to instruct them on the 
surgical procedure and the need  
for organs. 

New York, NY
An extraordinary group of patients, 
caregivers, medical professionals, and 
corporate sponsors came together 
at Manhattan’s Foley Square and 
collectively raised more than $960,000 
at the 2016 New York City Kidney Walk 
in November. The incredible effort set 
a record as the largest Kidney Walk in 
NKF history. The theme of the event 
was “Stories In Motion”: As members 
of the kidney community, we are all 
united by different versions of the same 
story. Thanks to the support of local 
Presenting Sponsor, Sanofi, walkers had 
the opportunity to join the movement by 
recording a video to tell the world why 
they walk. 

NKF’s 10th Anniversary Regional 
Symposium “Hot Topics: What Shall 
We Do?” was a half-day conference on 
urgent topics in renal care directed at 
professionals in the greater New York 
metropolitan area. Featuring a nationally 
recognized faculty, presentations covered 
the latest information on hyperkalemia, 
gender disparities in CKD care, transplant 
tourism and organ trafficking, home 
hemodialysis, palliative care with CKD 
patients, and updates on the renal safety 
of diabetes medications. More than 150 
healthcare professionals attended at the 
Princeton Club in NYC in March. 

Rye, NY
At the age of nine, Mike Connors 
watched his mother go into kidney 
failure. Shortly after, she received a 
transplant. She was a model patient for 
22 years before passing away in 2002. 
Determined to uphold his mother’s 
legacy, Mike registered a foursome 
in the 2016 NKF Golf Classic at the 
Westchester Country Club and launched 
a massive fundraising campaign. 
Through the support of generous 
family and friends, Mike raised more 
than $20,000. His foursome placed 
first in the Gross Division at the local 
tournament in October and went on 
to play in the National Finals at Pebble 
Beach Resorts. 

Members of Team “Got Kidneys?”  
(from L to R) Kristen Kosh, Peter Jablonski, Nick 

D’Emidio, Kim Quartier, Helen McLaughlin-
Buhlinger at the New York City Kidney Walk.

(from L to R) Michael Karger, Mike Conners, 
Michael Conners, Ron Angelo at the NKF 

Golf Classic at the Westchester Country Club.

NKF Serving the Northeast

Greater New York Area
NKF Serving Greater New York had 
another successful year presenting 
Grand Rounds at local medical centers, 
thanks to the generosity of US Standard 
Products, which supported this program 
with a $7,500 grant. Twelve programs 
were presented at five hospitals in 
underserved communities and half of 
those were NKF’s signature program 
for primary care providers, CKDinform. 
2017 marked the 10th anniversary of NKF 
GNY’s popular professional education 
program. 

NKF GNY also held several transplant 
workshops for patients, family members, 
and friends, as well as healthcare 
professionals. NKF GNY ran four pilot 
tests of NKF’s interactive workshops 
for THE BIG ASK: THE BIG GIVE. These 
workshops are designed to educate 
kidney patients on the waiting list, 
along with their family and friends, on 
how to find a living donor. It also held 
a workshop for dialysis patients who 
wanted to learn about the process to 
become listed for a transplant and the 
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NKF Serving the Northeast

It exceeded expectations from last year. 
Ellen Scalzo, Executive Director of NKF 
UNY, says to her Walk people, “YOU 
made it happen—Team Captains, walkers, 
corporate sponsors, and volunteers. 
Your endless passion and generosity of 
spirit fuel our urgency at NKF to help all 
people affected by kidney disease and the 
healthcare professionals who treat them. 
The Kidney Walk was a success on so 
many levels. The camaraderie and hope 
that comes from a community coming 
together with common goals to support 
one another is priceless. Although 
everyone involved contributed to the 
Kidney Walk’s success, we would like to 
recognize those who went over and above 
the call of duty. Most of them became an 
extension of our office staff. We could not 
have pulled this off without you!” 

NKF UNY recognizes Kidney Walk Stars, 
the Link Family.

This year, NKF Golf Classic was a huge 
success! Chris Kuntz, Golf Classic 
Chairperson, led a dynamic group of 

Golf Committee members resulting in 
more than $50,000 raised. NFL star 
Donald Jones, a former Buffalo Bills 
wide receiver and a kidney transplant 
recipient, joined the event to share his 
story and play golf at Locust Hill Country 
Club. Donald helped make the event one 
that NKF UNY will always remember!

Rochester, NY
The 1st Annual Honors Awards Benefit 
was held in March at the historic Century 
Club of Rochester and enjoyed by 176 
attendees, raising $30,000 to support 
people with CKD. 

Paul Bloser, kidney transplant recipient, 
received the Gift of Life Award. Paul 
Bloser is a semiretired businessman 
in the Rochester community who 
needed a kidney transplant and was 
on dialysis. Paul was uncertain how his 
health situation would unfold, yet as he 
cruised around on a golf cart at the NKF 
Golf Classic, he remained positive with 
hopeful spirits. He was determined to 
thank every golfer participating in this key 

fundraiser. Paul’s attitude reflected his 
approach to life: receive each day with 
infinite optimism and bountiful faith. 

Paul did, in fact, receive a kidney 
transplant, donated by his sister Susan, 
and is doing well, revitalizing in North 
Carolina! When asked how he remained 
hopeful in times of uncertainty, Paul 
gave three quotes that he lives by daily: 
1) “Your greatest test is being able to 
bless someone else while going through 
your own storm.” 2) “Be the reason 
someone else believes in the goodness 
of people.” 3) “Worrying does not stop 
the bad things in life from happening, it 
just stops you from enjoying the good 
things life has to offer. Never let earthly 
circumstances disable you spiritually. 
Be unstoppable, not because you do 
not have failures, faults or disease, or 
doubts, but because you continue on 
despite them.” 

NKF UNY says: “Thank You, Paul—You are 
an inspiration.” 

Team Kidney Kickers

The 2016 Kidney Walk was carnival themed 
with games created by the Link Family—

Carnival Game Extraordinaire Committee!

Innovation and Impact Award recipient Kailey 
Palmer with Chelsey Frail and Ellen Scalzo. 

Paul Bloser 

Upstate, NY
NKF Serving Upstate New York extends 
a special thanks for a special gift: 
Judy Zauner, longtime NKF friend and 
supporter, personally underwrote a Pro-
To-Go Scholarship for Medical Resident 
Harish Shanthanu Seethapathy to attend 
the NKF Spring Clinical Meetings. As a 
result, he chose to enter nephrology. 
Judy’s act of generosity will quite 
possibly save hundreds of lives, known 
and unknown. Seethapathy has been 
accepted at Harvard University Medical 
School for Nephrology. 

NKF UNY held its 2016 Kidney Walk, 
which raised more than $70,000 and—
despite rain—had 350 walkers! 

Harish Shanthanu Seethapathy,  
Pro-To-Go Scholarship Recipient



National Kidney Foundation44 

NKF partnered with Palmer’s Food 
Market to offer “Cooking for the Person 
on Dialysis” classes! 

We know that food plays a huge role in 
how we all feel daily—especially those 
with illnesses, such as CKD. Paul Bloser, 
NKF Advisory Board Member, who 
introduced NKF UNY to Kaylee Palmer of 
Palmer’s Food Market, and Elissa Rowley, 
Program Director, spearheaded what is 
now an innovative, stellar new initiative 
in the Rochester community. Kidney 
disease is complex, particularly when it 
comes to diet, and managing diet while 
on dialysis is challenging. This unique 
program provides attainable solutions 
for patients and their caregivers. Many 
Kidney Kudos for the insightfulness and 
involvement of Palmer’s Food Markets!

Cheshire, CT
NKF Serving Connecticut and Western 
Massachusetts hosted its 2016 
Honorees’ Reception in October at Aria 
Banquet Hall. “A Night of Hope” honored 
some of the area’s most respected 
medical professionals and presented the 
inspiring story of Olympic Gold Medalist 

and world record holder Aries Merritt 
and his sister—and kidney donor—
LaToya Hubbard. The reception raised 
more than $75,000 and supports the 
local Chapter’s educational programs 
and patient services. Guests enjoyed 
Aria’s most sumptuous cuisine and open 
bar and had the opportunity to win 
exciting auction items.  

The following honorees were 
recognized: Dr. John D’Avella and Dr. 
Fredric Finkelstein, who received the 
Visionary Leader Award, which honors 
individuals who have dedicated their 
life’s work to caring for kidney patients 
and improving the lives of those suffering 
with kidney disease; Dr. Sankar N. 
Niranjan, who received the Community 
Service Award, which honors individuals 
for making significant contributions to 
their community through timely actions 
and talents above and beyond their 
profession; and John McNab, PA, who 
received the Outstanding Achievement 
Award, which honors individuals for 
commitment and dedication to CKD 
patients and their families. 

New England Area
NKF Serving New England distributed 
more than 3,000 NKF brochures and 
materials to 200 dialysis centers in New 
England, reaching thousands of patients 
and healthcare professionals. 

Boston,MA 
Using World Kidney Month as the 
backdrop, “NKF Celebrates!” recognized 
and celebrated the individuals, 
institutions, corporations, and programs 
in greater Boston and New England 
that help broaden awareness, increase 
prevention, and improve treatment of 
kidney disease. The event was held at 
the Downtown Harvard Club of Boston, 
and three individuals were honored for 
their contributions and dedication to 
NKF’s mission. The Physician Award was 
presented to Dr. Sylvia E. Rosas; the 
Leadership Award went to Alex Wayman, 
NKF Golf Classic Chairman and Managing 
Director of Estabrook Advisors; and 
the Gift of Life Award was presented to 
Bob Weekes, owner of the Raw Bar, and 
the family of his kidney donor, the late 
Judy Jonah. Dr. Hanni Menn-Josephy, a 
nephrologist and a physician-scientist 
working in the renal section at Boston 
University Medical Center, was also 
recognized as recipient of the NKF Young 
Investigator Research Grant for her 
research on the causes of kidney disease, 
how to prevent its progression, and ways 
to improve treatment for those living with 
it today. 

Palmer’s chefs prepare baked salmon.

NKF CEO Kevin Longino, Aries Merritt, 
and LaToya Hubbard.

In conjunction with the event, NKF NE 
partnered with the Boston Business 
Journal, the preeminent Boston-area 
business publication. In March, BBJ 
distributed the “NKF Celebrates!” 
insert to 13,500+ subscribers. It shared 
important information on CKD and 
NKF efforts, while recognizing NKF NE 
honorees and sponsors. 

Philadelphia, PA
NKF Serving Delaware Valley hosted 
the inaugural “Everyday Heroes Living 
with Kidney Disease: A Patient and 
Community Education Symposium” in 
March at the Kroc Center. The event 
welcomed 25 kidney patients of all 
stages and provided an opportunity to 
learn about topics important to them in 
a nonclinical setting. Topics included 
nutrition while on dialysis, dealing with 
depression from a chronic illness, and 
exploring transplantation.

“NKF Celebrates!”—Denise Andersen, NKF RVP; 
Alex Wayman, Chairman NKF Golf Classic, 

NKF New England Board of Advisors, Managing 
Director of Estabrook Advisors; and Mark Fraser, 
Chairman NKF New England Board of Advisors, 

Managing Director TIAA

NKF Serving the Northeast
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Cleveland ,OH
NKF Serving Northern Ohio had its most 
successful NKF Golf Classic in its history, 
raising more than $126,000—a 68 
percent increase from the previous year.

Cleveland’s Junior Board, a group of 
12 young professionals dedicated to 
advocacy and fundraising in northern 
Ohio, had its most successful year, both 
in programmatic and financial support. 
Four members presented Your Kidneys 
and You presentations; six volunteered 
at two or more presentations during 
the year; four attended health fairs; and 
all 12 members helped raise $63,000 
at the Second Annual Dining with the 
Stars event, a 25 percent increase over 
last year. The team also successfully 
coordinated and executed its first-ever 
third-party event, netting more than 
$1,600! 

Columbus, OH
NKF Serving Central Ohio screened 
more than 709 participants through 
the KEEP Healthy program in the 

Pittsburgh, PA
NKF Serving the Alleghenies held its 
largest and most successful Kidney 
Gift of Life Gala in the history of the 
Alleghenies office. The gala, held at Heinz 
Field, attracted more than 500 guests 
and raised more than $295,000, which is 
a 35 percent increase over the 2016 gala. 

NKF ALG also applied for and received 
a generous $45,000 grant from the 
Highmark Foundation to implement 
NKF’s signature programs: KEEP Healthy; 
Your Kidneys and You; CKDinform; and 
patient services. 

Harrisburg, PA
A World Kidney Day event at the Capitol 
of Pennsylvania brought together 
a dozen organizations to provide 
kidney health awareness to more 
than 500 participants. The groups 
were the Department of Health, Gift 
of Life Donor Plan, Center for Organ 
Recovery and Education, American 
Diabetes Association, Central PA Kidney 
Foundation, Fresenius Medical Care, 
US Renal Care, Pinnacle, Hershey 
Transplant, DaVita, Quality Insights Renal 
Network, and NKF.

Central Ohio market; formed a $15,000 
partnership with Metro Medical 
Supply, a Cardinal Health company, 
for program support in central Ohio; 
and led a partnership with Chipotle 
in Ohio, Kentucky, West Virginia, and 
Pennsylvania that resulted in $28,118 in 
fundraising on World Kidney Day. 

NKF Serving Central Ohio also secured 
a $30,000 five-year partnership with 
the Miami Valley Foundation, a premier 
health organization, for programs in the 
Dayton area.

Kentucky
The Lexington Kidney Walk was held in 
October at Coldstream Park. It marked 
the second Walk held in this beautiful 
city. The event welcomed new sponsors, 
along with more than 200 participants. 
The Kentucky office of NKF ended 
its Walk season on a positive note by 
achieving its Walk budget of $30,000 
and recruiting great volunteers for its 
newly formed Walk Committee. 

NKF Serving Kentucky’s Gift of Life Gala 
was held in March at the Speed Art 
Museum. This event saw a new venue 
and format, including a pre-gala awards 
ceremony and reception-style dinner. 
The gala welcomed 500+ guests. Some 
highlights included an artist creating 
a Kentucky Derby painting on-site, a 
surprise item revealed during the Special 
Appeal (bringing in $6,000), and a 
Reverse Raffle. It was a very fun night—
and raised more than $155,000! 

Richmond, VA 
NKF Honors is an awards reception and 
fundraiser for NKF Serving Virginia that 
takes place on World Kidney Day and 
honors members of the local community 
who have been outstanding in the fight 
against kidney disease. The First Annual 
Honors Event brought together more 
than 100 healthcare professionals, 
business leaders, and civic-minded 
citizens from the area. Funds from this 
event support NKF Serving Virginia 
programs.

National Capital Area 
NKF Serving the National Capital Area 
hosted its 13th Annual Patient Education 
Conference, Living WELL with Kidney 
Failure, in Prince George’s County, MD, 
during November. Nearly 200 dialysis 
patients and caregivers attended the 
free, half-day conference with the 
National Capital Area’s top healthcare 
professionals. At the conference, 
attendees enjoyed a renal-friendly 

“Everyday Heroes Living with Kidney Disease” 
symposium: Maria Mentzel, RD, answers ques-

tions about complying with a renal diet. 

Members of Cleveland’s Junior Board

NKF Serving the Northeast NKF Serving Mid-Atlantic

Antoinette Greene Tubbs, Marsheen Campbell, and 
our KEEP Healthy volunteers from Chamberlain 
College of Nursing had an opportunity to meet  

Dr. Oz at the Columbus Commit To Be Fit Expo.
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Through its Patient Emergency 
Assistance Program, NKF MD granted 
a total of $69,725 to 509 patients 
who were in financial crisis and 
needed immediate assistance with 
transportation, utilities, food, rent, 
medication, and dental treatments.

lunch, followed by an afternoon of 
educational sessions on various topics, 
including dialysis modalities, challenges 
of caregivers, transplantation, and 
adopting a healthier lifestyle. Local 
medical providers serving the dialysis 
and transplant communities provided 
attendees with on-site resources to 
assist them in taking an active role in 
their healthcare.

October’s DC Kidney Walk convened 
at Freedom Plaza near the White House 
to raise awareness and funds. NKF NCA 
drove attendance and awareness by 
promoting the Walks and organ donation 
with posters throughout hundreds 
of Washington Metrorail cars. Eight 
hundred walkers became a vibrant 
community of advocates sharing their 
experiences and calling attention to 
DC having among the highest rates of 
ESRD in the country. Two-time kidney 
transplant recipient Ronald D. Paul and 
his wife Joy founded the DC Walk in 
2002 and are tireless supporters of NKF 
and kidney patients. 

Maryland
NKF of Maryland understands the 
urgency for awareness and early 
detection of CKD. Serving central 
and western Maryland, the Delmarva 
Peninsula, and portions of Virginia 
and West Virginia, NKF MD provided 
screening, assessment, and education 
to more than 6,000 people through 
more than 30 events, including our KEY 
(Kidneys: Evaluate Yours) screenings, 
kidney health risk assessments, Your 
Kidneys and You presentations, and 
outreach activities. Nearly 1,000 people 
were educated at the B’More Healthy 
Expo alone. 

Professional and patient education 
remains a strong focus of NKF MD’s 
mission. The Annual Scientific Session 
and Renal Rounds events educated 95 
nephrologists and showcased research 
findings by our 2016 research grant 
awardees. NKF MD awarded $100,000 
to fund seven local research grants. It 
collaborated with the Maryland Council 
on Renal Nutrition, organizing a biennial 
conference, providing continuing 
professional education to more than 100 
registered dietitians, and generating a 
record-breaking $12,870 to fund NKF 
MD’s Nutritional Supplement Program. 
NKF MD’s 2017 patient education 
conference, Beyond Dialysis, resulted in 
150 patients and caregivers becoming 
informed, inspired, and engaged! 

Michigan
The year began for NKF of Michigan 
with Charity Navigator, the nation’s 
leading charity evaluator, recognizing 
the organization for its sound fiscal 
management by giving it a 4-star rating 
for the ninth year in a row, putting NKFM 
in the top 1 percent of charities in the 
nation. 

NKFM was also dedicated to expanding 
its Diabetes Prevention Program 
during fiscal year 2016–2017. Since the 
program’s inception in 2012, NKFM has 
served more than 1,250 people and more 
than 11,000 pounds have been lost. 
The CDC-developed program educates 
those with prediabetes or at high risk for 
diabetes on how to manage their health 
to prevent or delay diabetes.

The NKFM was also proud to publish a 
book titled Regie’s Rainbow Adventure®. 
The book, which was developed in 
conjunction with United Way for 
Southeast Michigan and is now available 
on Amazon.com, details the history 
and importance of the NKFM’s Regie’s 
Rainbow Adventure nutrition and 
physical activity program being a part of 
early childhood development. Readers 
get an insider’s view of how Regie was 
created, learn about serious health 
issues in early childhood, and hear from 
the creative people who continue to 
develop Regie’s story, his image, and 
classroom activities. The unique book 

DC Walk

NKF Serving Mid-Atlantic NKF of Maryland NKF of Michigan

Beyond Dialysis Event.
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provides lots of ideas readers can use 
to consider bringing such a program to 
their communities. 

Detroit 
In December, NKFM held its 11th Annual 
Kidney Ball, the most fun black-tie event 
in Metro Detroit. The event hosted more 
than 740 “givers and shakers” and raised 
more than $615,000 to support the 
NKFM’s vital programs and services. 

Wisconsin
In addition to other activities, such as 
Walks/Runs, KEEP Healthy screenings, 
public awareness activities, and patient 
support, NKFW maintains a strong 
focus on education as a means to fight 
kidney disease and improve health and 
lives. This fiscal year, NKFW is proud 
to highlight the following successful 
programs, among others:

The goal of Wisconsin’s Patient Safety 
and Transitions in Care Initiative is to 
address critical transitions in medical 
care. NKFW created and presented 
a live-stream continuing-education 
program for the Professional Ambulance 
Association of Wisconsin (PAAW) titled 
“EMS and Care of the Dialysis Patient.” 

The live-stream educational program 
“Safe Medicine Use for Keeping Kidneys 
Healthy” promoted public awareness 
of the importance of kidney health. 
NKFW organized this program with 
the new School of Pharmacy at the 
Medical College of Wisconsin and 
collaborated with the Continuing 
Education Department of Froedtert 
Health. What made this event unique for 
the Affiliate was that NKFW provided it 
to a live audience and as a live-stream 
presentation across the country. NKFW 
was able to answer questions in real 
time and address both audiences 
simultaneously.

NKFW also presented an extensive, 
multidisciplinary professional 
education event, a symposium titled 
“The Changing Climate of Care,” which 
held 19 workshops on urgent, cutting-
edge topics such as: “Hospitalization 
and Rehospitalization in the ESRD 
Population”; “Kidney Disease and the 
Eye”; “Creating A Culture of Safety”; and 
“Ethics: The Age of Social Media.” This 
full-day event was CME/CE approved for 
professionals: nurses, social workers, 
registered dietitians, and patient-care 
technicians who work directly on a daily 
basis with dialysis patients.

NKFW has also live-streamed various 
components for THE BIG ASK: THE BIG 
GIVE, under the title “Save a Life, It’s 
in You.” Each month, NKFW also holds 
educational events on Living Well Before 
and After Transplant.

Whether you’re a lover of ballroom, 
hip-hop, salsa, or swing, you didn’t want 
to miss a move at the NKFW’s Spotlight 
on Life event. Each year, transplant and 
donation procurement professionals 
from throughout Wisconsin compete on 
the dance floor to promote organ, tissue, 
and eye donation, and to raise money to 
support the NKFW’s various caregiver 
and patient programs. This year’s gala 
was live-streamed from the Milwaukee 
Hilton and raised more than $60,000. 
This “dancing with the stars”–type event 

featured the following participants: 
Allison Driggett of the Lions Eye Bank 
of Wisconsin; Kathleen Sprenger of 
Aurora Health Care; Spencer Holten of 
RTI Donor Services; Bailey Heiting, RN, 
BSN, of the BloodCenter of Wisconsin; 
Jamie Killian, RN, CCRN, of Froedtert & 
Medical College of Wisconsin; Kimberly 
Gunn of Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin; 
and Fanny Delebecque of UW Health 
Transplant Program. 

The band, Your Generation in Concert, with 
Santa Claus at the 2016 Kidney Ball.

NKFW’s Spotlight on Life event: Donation 
advocate, Kathy Schultz, UW Health.

Spotlight on Life: Venetta Pottinger (center), 
dialysis patient.

Regie’s Rainbow classroom activity.

NKF of Wisconsin
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PAINTING the  

BIG PICTURE 

Orange
1
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1

World Kidney Day: Together, NKF Locals Make the Whole Country Kidney-Aware

People respond to something they can see around them. With that in mind, local icons and buildings coast-to-coast turned NKF orange to commemorate World Kidney Day.

6

1) Hyatt Regency New Orleans; 2) Empire State Building; 3) the Great Wheel in Seattle; 4) the Falls in Sioux Falls, SD; 5) LAX Airport pylons; 6) WKD/Kidney Walk Kickoff, Sioux Falls (courtesy Gene Dickey). 

3
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NKF of Illinois NKF Serving Central NKF Serving Texas and the Southeast

Illinois
From the Illinois office of NKF, the 
following portrait of a “star” walker: 
Randy Adamsick has polycystic kidney 
disease (PKD), as do several other family 
members. In 2016, he learned that 
he would soon need to start dialysis 
treatment or receive a transplant. That 
year, he also formed a Walk Team, 
Adamsick Avengers, and joined more 
than 4,000 others in Chicago for a three-
mile Walk and Health Fair in beautiful 
Lincoln Park. While at the Walk, Randy’s 
family took photos of him wearing his 
Walk T-shirt, which he later posted to 
his Facebook page, letting friends and 
family members across the country 
know that he needed a kidney. A friend 
Randy had not seen in more than 20 
years stepped up and was a perfect 
kidney donor match! It has been almost 
a year since Randy received the gift of 
life from his friend and he is feeling great. 
Adamsick Avengers walked again in 2017, 
and we expect to see them annually! 

Central Region
NKF Serving Central launched the 
Kidney Resource Center in FY17. This 
program allows patients access to 
valuable NKF brochures, interactive 
tools, and resources in waiting rooms 

and dialysis centers.

Oklahoma City, OK 
NKFC held the very first Kidney Walk in 
Oklahoma City this March. The event 
raised more than $35,000, exceeding 
goals and increasing NKF’s visibility 
in this new market. For FY18, NKFC 
plans to return with a bigger Walk 
Committee, new event chairs, and 
stronger relationships with patients and 
caregivers. 

Wichita, KS
NKFC hosted the inaugural Great Chefs 
of the Midwest in Wichita. The event 
exceeded its goal by 35 percent and 
engaged the physician community and 
public. NKFC is excited about the event’s 
return and the exposure gained in this 
community.

St. Louis, MO
NKFC partnered with one of the most 
respected renal fellowship programs in 
the country, Washington University, to 
host the first CKDinform presentation 
in St. Louis. The event had record 
attendance and impact, educating  
more than 60 physicians.

Iowa
NKFC just held the most successful 
Central Iowa Kidney Walk and received 
commitment from a donor for the 
largest single gift in the office’s history. 

Denver, CO
NKFC renewed a $25,000 grant to 
support its Kidney Care Kit program, 
which provides educational resources 
for patients with all stages of CKD. This 
program has allowed NKFC to connect 
with more than 700 patients throughout 
the state, as well as develop new 
relationships with medical professionals 
in the field of nephrology. NKFC plans 
to continue to develop and expand this 
program to include pediatric patients  
in FY18.

Sioux Falls, SD
NKFC launched another local Kidney 
Resource Center, allowing even more 
patients to access resources in waiting 
rooms and dialysis centers. 

North Carolina
The North Carolina Kidney Gala, held in 
Charlotte, achieved income growth of 
316 percent ($8,223 to $34,259) in its 
second year and received rave reviews 
from attendees. Leading revenue drivers 
were the live auction and Mission 
Moment, which brought in more than 
$31,000 for the Foundation. 

In the interest of showing key 
constituents one of the many ways that 
funds raised for NKF are put to good 
use, a KEEP Healthy screening was held 
at the 2016 Charlotte Kidney Walk, with 
105 participants screened. At least 
one person (the spouse of a Fresenius 
employee who participated “on a lark”) 
actually learned she had kidney disease 
after going through the screening and is 
now receiving treatment.

The NKF Golf Classic in Charlotte 
achieved 24 percent net growth over  
last year ($29,750 to $36,890) as the 
result of increases in players/foursomes 
and sponsorships. Randy with his donor.

Central Iowa Kidney Walk

Charlotte Gala
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NKF Serving Texas and the Southeast

Annual statewide goals for participation 
in KEEP Healthy and Your Kidneys and 
You were met, thanks to a strong push 
in the second half of the year. This push 
also achieved the goals associated with 
a $10,000 local grant from Astellas 
earlier in the year.

New relationships were formed in the 
Raleigh-Durham area with locally based 
pharmaceutical companies QuintilesIMS 
and Humacyte, resulting in $11,700 in 
new sponsorship and fundraising for the 
Triangle Kidney Walk. Top fundraising 
team BPG Management NC, part of 
Equus Capital, raised $11,870 in its 
second year with NKF Kidney Walk.

South Carolina
NKF SC established new partnerships 
that led to screening 630 participants; 
presented Your Kidneys and You to 1,013 
participants; and received 1,329 donated 
vehicles for Kidney Cars in SC alone, a 
33 percent increase from FY16.

Blakely Chikhliker rejoined the South 
Carolina field office, having served five 
years on Kidney Cars. Blakely will continue 
to manage the Kidney Cars office and 
serve as Executive Director of SC.

Georgia
The Mighty Nephrons, the Walk Team, 
is celebrating raising $100,000 in four 
years for the Atlanta Kidney Walk. 

NKF Serving GA secured a $30,000 
Kaiser Grant to provide programs for the 
Atlanta metropolitan area.

Texas
NKF Serving Texas and the Southeast 
held five Patient and Community 
Education Seminars in the state, 
educating and empowering 500 
patients, caregivers, and those at risk  
for kidney disease. 

In the state of Texas, NKF TXSE also 
screened more than 2,000 people 
through the KEEP Healthy program; 
reached and educated more than 600 
people through Your Kidneys and You 
presentations; and educated more 
than 200 professionals (CKDinform and 
the Houston Symposium) on the latest 
in kidney care and how to improve 
diagnosis and early detection. 

Dallas-Fort Worth 
The Fort Worth Kidney Walk had its most 
successful Walk in history, raising more 
than $126,000, a 49 percent increase 
from the previous year. 

Dallas’s NKF Bonne Santé food and 
wine event’s Mission Moment raised 
$35,600, a 56 percent increase from the 
previous year. 

Houston
The Houston Kidney Walk was held at 
the renowned Houston Arboretum and 
witnessed a record 1,000+ participants. 
With new sponsors joining an already 
stellar field, the Walk was the most 
successful in the history of the area. 
For the second year in a row, Keith’s 
Hope was the first-place fundraising 
Walk Team and now has a combined 
team total for 2016 and 2017 of nearly 
$13,000.

On the heels of being the Top Run for a 
Reason (RFAR) Individual Team Member 
Fundraiser in the Chevron Houston 
Marathon, NKF Houston runners again 
exceeded their total fundraising goal 
in 2017 and were recognized at the 
celebratory awards breakfast. The 
Chevron Houston Marathon RFAR 
program connects the philanthropic 
community to passionate race 
participants willing to raise funds for, 
and awareness of, meaningful causes. 

Austin
The Austin Kidney Walk was held in 
November at the Travis County Expo 
Center, drawing a record crowd of 
more than 700 people. NKF of Austin 
exceeded its fundraising goal by more 
than 7 percent, raising $80,341, and 
had a Fox 7 evening news anchor (and 
living donor) Rebecca Thomas emcee 
the event. 

More than 200 patients and advocates 
gathered in Austin in February for 
Kidney Day at the Capitol, where there 
were opportunities to inform the Texas 
legislature directly about public policy 
needs of kidney patients. 

San Antonio
The Governor of Texas, Greg Abbott, 
expressed his support for World Kidney 
Day 2017 with a proclamation, and the 
Weston Centre fountain in San Antonio 
was lit up orange to help raise awareness 
of kidney disease. 

In San Antonio, more than 300 
healthcare providers were educated 
via CKDinform programs at the annual 
Nephrology Group Meeting in July; Texas 
Nurse Practitioner’s annual conference 
in September; and three Grand Rounds 
presentations at the University of Texas 
Health Science Center’s Department of 
Family and Community Medicine  
in January.

Dallas Bonne Santé Mission Moment. 

Austin Kidney Day at the Capitol: Cora  
McClendon, NKF Patient Services Committee 

Co-chair; Amanda Crowley-Rios, NKF Program 
Manager; and Mark Edwards, NKF Senior 

Director of Partnerships and Programs.
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Florida
NKF of Florida hosted the 24th 
Annual NKF Golf Classic in Lakeland, 
FL. This event was its biggest 
fundraiser of the year, grossing 
$223,200, with two shotgun starts 
during the event. 

The Third Annual Pensacola Kidney 
Walk grossed 132 percent of NKF 
of Florida’s event goal and raised 
$52,700. This is a volunteer-driven 
Walk run by an amazing committee 
in a small town. 

Louisiana
The state “went orange” for World 
Kidney Day this past March! NKFL had 
a total of eight different landmarks and 
businesses throughout Louisiana “go 
orange,” NKF’s signature color:

•  Mercedes-Benz Superdome

•  Hyatt Regency New Orleans

•  West Jefferson Medical Center

•  Holiday Inn New Orleans,  
West Bank Tower

•  The Louisiana Governor’s Mansion

•  The Advocate—Baton Rouge  
(local newspaper office)

•  Monroe-West Monroe Convention and 
Visitors Center

•  Holiday Inn Express and Suites,  
West Monroe

The staff at NKFL is very proud 
that these different landmarks and 
businesses collaborated with them to 
spread awareness about kidney disease 
throughout the entire state. NKFL hopes to 
add even more landmarks and businesses 
to the list next World Kidney Day!

San Francisco
The 28th Annual San Francisco Authors 
Luncheon in the fall of 2016 attracted 
more than 800 guests, raised nearly 
$450,000, and received a record 
$132,000 pledged during the Mission 
Moment. Presenting authors included 
Hall of Fame NFL wide receiver Jerry 
Rice, KQED’s Michael Krasny, and 
astronaut Mike Massimino. New York 
Times best-selling author Kelly Corrigan 
emceed. The 29th annual event will take 
place in November 2017, with featured 
authors to be announced soon!

Let’s Read! is NKF’s new, signature 
children’s literature event focused on 
children between the ages of two and 
eight and their families. This event will 
take place at the San Francisco Zoo in 
September 2017. Second-year support 
includes anonymous donor “Ms. Matilda 
Wills” at the $10,000 “Giraffe” level and 
the John & Marcia Goldman Foundation 
as a $5,000 “Elephant” sponsor. 

The inaugural NKF Young Professional 
Board, DISRUPT, hosted the First 
Annual Kidney Ball this past March in 
San Francisco. More than 300 guests 
attended and raised $37,000, surpassing 
the board’s goal of $35,000. This new, 
one-of-a-kind event brought together 
the young professional community in the 
Bay Area to raise funds and awareness 
for kidney patients and those at risk.

Each year NKF partners with San 
Francisco’s iconic Bay to Breakers race 
by staffing Water Stop #4. What better 
way to educate the community about 
keeping their kidneys healthy than 
handing out water to thirsty runners? 

Northern California
The Bay Area Kidney Walks were held 
this past May and June in San Francisco, 
Silicon Valley, and the East Bay. 
Welcoming more than 3,500 walkers 
and raising $680,000, the Bay Area 
Kidney Walk campaign celebrated a 
record-breaking year, raising nearly 
$60,000 beyond its budget of $625,000.

Pensacola Kidney Walk

NKF Golf Classic at Lone Palm Golf Club

West Jefferson Medical Center goes orange on 
World Kidney Day to let local residents know to 

Heart Their Kidneys.

NKF’s San Francisco Young  
Professional Board.

First Annual Let’s Read! guests at the  
San Francisco Zoo. 

(Photo credit: Market ME Video Production.)

NKF of Florida NKF of Louisiana NKF Serving the West
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Corporate sponsor and top company 
fundraising team, Relypsa, raised more 
than $80,000 in support of NKF.

For the third year in a row, Dutch Bros. 
Coffee Chico donated a portion of its 
sales to NKF on World Kidney Day! 
This year was its best year yet, raising 
$9,000! Dutch Bros. Coffee Chico 
went that extra step to help bring 
more awareness of kidney health by 
promoting the Heart Your Kidneys 
campaign. 

The 48th Annual Medical Symposium 
and the First Annual Primary Care 
Practice Workshop educated 375 health 
professionals, with a full exhibit hall and 
was fully funded by sponsors. 

NKF Serving Northern California 
educated 600+ community members 
through its Your Kidneys and You 
programs at churches, corporations, 
community centers, and schools. 

NKF NorCal offered a patient 
symposium, “The Power of Home 
Modalities,” though a $25,000 
presenting sponsorship. 

Southern California
NKF Serving Southern California  
secured $35,000 from the Grainger 
Foundation for program support in 
under-resourced areas in South Los 
Angeles and East Los Angeles. 

NKF SoCal developed a partnership with 
St. Joseph Hospital and Hoag Hospital, 
whose CEOs served as co-chairs of the 
Orange County Walk, contributed  
more than $58,000, combined, to the 
Kidney Walk, and built a Walk team of 
100 hospital employees. 

NKF SoCal has had an active FY17:
•  Screened more than 500 individuals 
through KEEP Healthy and 
implemented a dialysis education 
forum in collaboration with the NAACP.

•   Added 15 new NKF SoCal Walk 
sponsors in FY17 through five Kidney 
Walks, raising $61,550 in new funds.  

•  Presented four patient education 
workshops in conjunction with Walk 
Team Captains and sponsors.

•  Raised $23,000 in NKF SoCal Board 
Challenge matching funds. 

Los Angeles, CA
NKF SoCal provided kidney health 
education at Los Angeles County Care 
Harbor Megaclinic, with an estimated 
3,000 people from underserved 
communities in L.A. County seeking free 
healthcare services and information.

$60,000 in community foundation 
grants were raised from Queens Care, 
Hoag Community Benefit, and the L.A. 
County Second District Supervisor’s 

Office for under-resourced areas in 
downtown Los Angeles and the San 
Fernando Valley.

NKF SoCal widened its community 
health education network through the 
South Los Angeles First Ladies Health 
Initiative, a faith-based organization, and 
Vision y Compromiso Community Health  
Worker Network. 

NKF SoCal arranged to have the pylons at 
the Los Angeles International Airport lit 
up in NKF orange on World Kidney Day. 

Orange County, CA
NKF SoCal continued partnerships with 17 
Chick-fil-A franchises in Orange County, 
raising $7,100 in support, as well as 
awareness activities on World Kidney Day. 

Santa Monica, CA
NKF SoCal kicked off a new Bonne Santé 
gala at the Recording Academy, home of 
the Grammy Foundation, exceeding the 
budgeted goal and bringing together 
new NKF contributors and leading  
L.A. chefs.

Las Vegas, NV  
For the second year, the Walmart 
Foundation supported the Las Vegas 
Walk, resulting in $12,000 in  
community grants.

NKF Serving the West

Bay Area Kidney Walk Team, Relypsa, celebrates 
$80,000+ fundraising efforts with balloons and  

fun costumes!

Inaugural Bonne Santé event with Honorary  
Dinner Chef, Travis Strickland, Baltaire  

Restaurant (far right).

Sidney the Kidney at the Las Vegas Walk.

Dutch Bros. Coffee Chico employees celebrated 
World Kidney Day by raising awareness of 

kidney disease.

48th Annual Medical Symposium
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NKF of Utah and Idaho

Utah and Idaho
Patient Educational Scholarships: 

NKFUI is dedicated to enhancing the 
self-sufficiency of motivated kidney 
dialysis and transplant patients and 
has sought grants to support the 
completion of the higher education of 
these patients. Corporate grants are 
allowing NKFUI to award scholarships 
to these patients to allow them to 
complete their higher education. 
Students range from freshmen to 
seniors pursuing degrees at many 
universities and community colleges. 
As they graduate in their chosen 
fields, they are able to become 
entirely independent and able to take 
care of their families. In gratitude 
for the medical care they have 
received themselves, a majority of the 
graduates choose to return to work in 
community and healthcare services 
as nurses, physician assistants, social 
workers, primary care physicians, 
and specialists in family sciences 
and public healthcare. Their uplifting 
success stories are shared at NKFUI 
patient events and annual meetings 
and are very inspiring to patients 
dealing with the hardships of kidney 
disease by giving them new hope and 
encouragement that they, too, can 
improve the quality of their lives. 

Life-Sustaining Patient Transportation 
Services Provide 200,000 Safe Miles:

For the 10th consecutive year, NKFUI 
has solicited healthcare corporations 
to set up programs to encourage their 
employees to make voluntary deductions 
that would make it possible for indigent 
dialysis patients living in remote areas 
more than 60 miles from their centers to 
receive safe transportation three times 
a week to and from their treatments. 
Winters in NKFUI’s chartered area are icy 
and dangerous, and many patients had 
been driving old unsafe cars, depending 
on a neighbor, or even sometimes using 
a taxi to get them to their dialysis safely. 
NKFUI has implemented van service 
that is safe and reliable, provided gas 
cards, and helped with car repairs. This 
has greatly improved the quality of life 
and safety for these patients. Last year 
NKFUI provided 200,000 safe miles for 
indigent patients in remote areas in Utah 
and Idaho. 

NKFUI Educates More Than 600 
Healthcare Professionals: 

One of the most important goals of NKF 
is the ultimate eradication of diseases 
of the kidney. By joining forces with 
the Ogden Surgical-Medical Society, 
NKFUI has introduced state-of-the-art 
nephrology presentations for the first 
time as an integral part of its prestigious 
annual conference. The target audience 
for the conference is primary care 
physicians, and the unusually large 
number of healthcare professionals 
who attend is extraordinary. NKFUI’s 
nephrology presentations come from its 
own medical board and from the most 
distinguished experts in nephrology 
around the country. Subjects this year 
were “Effect of Novel Hypoglycemic 
Agents on the Kidney,” “What the HEC? 
H+ and Electrolyte Cases,” and “Work-
Up and Medical Treatment of Kidney 
Stone Disease.” Conference attendees 
send in detailed evaluations of the 
presentations. Among the many positive 
changes, the attending physicians will 
make is a general consensus that primary 
care physicians will take greater steps 
to diagnose the early stages of kidney 
disease and prioritize treatment and 
prevention of CKD.

The turnout for Utah’s CME conference was 
extraordinary, with a record 611 physicians,  

nurses, etc. attending!

NKFUI Patient Scholarship.

Patient leaving NKFUI’s Kidney Van trans-
portation program for low-income patients 

living more than 60 miles from their centers. 
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Who makes it happen? What makes our 
mission move? NKF National and Local of-
fices are staffed by people who make kid-
ney health and helping patients their daily 
job. The quality of the people who support 
and deliver on our mission is essential to 
that mission’s effectiveness. Major NKF 
supporters, whether they are individuals, 
businesses, or foundations themselves, 
put the fiscal muscle behind what we do. 

Forward thinking is a prized quality 
among our staff as we act on changes 
and challenges ahead. We welcomed two 
innovators to our executive staff in FY17:

Karin Buchholz, Senior Vice President, 
Development. Karin leads and supports 
NKF’s field office staff and fundraising 
programs. She provides strategic direc-
tion and implements new initiatives, 
recommending ways to enhance the field 
offices’ presence and efficiency. She is 
also developing partnerships and national 
sponsorships for NKF events, and works 
with field volunteers.

Karin comes to us with a strong 
fundraising background, having most 
recently worked for the United States 
Tennis Association (USTA) Foundation 
as Director, Fund Development, which 
encompassed all fundraising, including 
sponsorship acquisition (grants, major 
gifts, individual donors, events, and 
mass appeals). She previously worked 
at Madison Square Garden-MSG Sports 
Division as Vice President, Community 
Relations and Field Marketing/Fan 
Development for the New York Knicks, 
Rangers, and Liberty, and at the United 
States Olympic Committee as Director, 
Foreign and Cultural Affairs/International 
Relations. Karin has also worked for the 
National Basketball Association (NBA) 
as Director, Fan Development (WNBA) 
where all regional offices reported to 
her. Lastly, she was a professional tennis 
player for three years on the Women’s 
Tennis Association (WTA) Tour where 
she received a world ranking in singles 
and doubles. Karin received her BA in 
finance from the University of Arizona 
and attended the University of Colorado 
for graduate coursework. She was a 
member of the Board of Directors and 
Executive Committee of the Make a Wish 
Foundation of the Hudson Valley, and was 
previously a part of the National Board 
of Directors for the USTA and Board of 
Directors of Inspire Nyack.

Susan Ketron, Vice President, 
Organizational Capacity Development. 
Through consultation and training 
services, Susan will work with national, 
regional, and local leadership to support 
the national priorities of NKF, build 
stronger boards, help volunteers become 
more effective, and identify opportunities 
for greater local impact.

Susan comes to us from the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of America, where she held various 
positions, including Director of Resources 
Development. She has previously served 
as Executive Director of the School of 
Architecture Foundation at the University 
of Virginia. She has been a member 
of the Charlottesville Area Planned 
Giving Council and the Council for 
Advancement and Support for Education 
and is a member of BoardSource and the 
Association of Fundraising Professionals.

Susan received her BA from UCLA 
and was an exchange student in the 
International Relations program at 
Cambridge University. She is a Certified 
Fund Raising Executive, a designation 
similar to that of CPA. 

Work Talking to Each Other  
Across the Country

Cohesion is key in making a national 
organization like NKF effective. NKF 
Local Boards comprise distinguished 
community leaders in medicine, 
business, academia, and many other 
types of organizations and occupations. 
They are all local volunteers concerned 
about the impact of kidney disease 
in their communities. In their cities 
and regions, they are the people on 
the ground who make NKF work. By 
communicating with each other and 
sharing experiences and solutions, 
the organization draws together and 
makes a real impact on kidney disease 
and kidney health. To encourage 
this, NKF produces the NKF B2B 
(board-to-board) e-newsletter, which 
communicates not only national 
initiatives and events, but also the lives 
and work of other board members 
throughout the country. It’s a powerful 
tool for getting to know one another 
and to remind us all that we’re working 
toward the same mission.    

 “I’ve always found NKF board 
members to be among the most 
passionate, experienced and dedicated 
volunteers around. All of their stories 
are truly inspiring.” 

Art Pasquarella, NKF Chairman
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NKF of Kansas City board member 
and retired nurse, Sue Hendon was 
shopping in Costco when she ran into 
her friend, Mary Long, and asked how 
she and her husband were doing. Mary 
shared that her husband, Dr. Edwin T. 
Long who suffered from CKD, needed to 
start dialysis, despite having managed 
his kidney disease for years through 
strict adherence to his kidney diet. 
Sue volunteered on the spot, took the 
required testing, which resulted in a 
match, and they were able to perform the 
transplant shortly thereafter.

Amazing…incredible…generous—words 
just don’t cover it. These are the types of 
extraordinary people who volunteer with 
NKF, and with whom we are privileged  
to work.

Being raised in upstate New York in the 
1960s, Sue was greatly influenced by 
JFK’s words, “Ask not what your country 
can do for you, ask what you can do for 

your country.” She joined Volunteers 
in Service to America (VISTA), the 
domestic Peace Corps, and after a year’s 
experience in Appalachia, it steered 
her to become a hospice nurse, which 
she enjoyed for many years, especially 
working with AIDS patients. After moving 
to Kansas City with her young family, she 
and her husband became involved with 
many nonprofits and met Dr. Long and 
Mary. Being a kidney donor to Dr. Long,  
a retired cardiologist, was an exhilarating 
experience, and Sue advocates donation 
to everyone she meets. 

Volunteering on the NKF Board with its 
incredibly hard-working, visionary staff 
has become central to Sue’s life. She 
saw the need for NKF to become more 
visible in the community and initiated 
and chaired the first two KC Magic of 
Giving fundraising galas. Her passion is 
educating others and working on health 
fairs and symposia to help the community 

become up to date on kidney disease 
and prevention, which are the local and 
national issues that affect us all. The KC 
Board and staff work tirelessly to move 
the NKF mission forward, and Sue 
highly recommends others to come 
on board! 

Sue and her husband George 
live in Fairway, KS, and have 
two adult children and one 
grandchild. She is also an artist 
and enjoys playing racquetball. 
This extremely dedicated, 
enthusiastic board member 
celebrated her 70th birthday 
and excellent health by 
competing in a triathlon this 
past July!

Sue Hendon 
Local Board Member

The bigg est  g if t  in the Big Box Store  
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NKF has bestowed its highest honor 
upon long-standing volunteer, Mr. W. 
Edward Walter, President, CEO, and 
Director of Host Hotels & Resorts. Mr. 
Walter received the Martin Wagner Award 
at the 67th annual Board of Directors 
meeting for his many years of service 
as a member of local and national NKF 
Boards. The Martin Wagner Award, NKF’s 
most prestigious honor for volunteers, 
recognizes those individuals who have 
given countless hours on behalf of its 
programs and devoted themselves to 
helping the Foundation reach its goals 
and serve the people who could benefit 
from its service. 

Art Pasquarella, Chairman, NKF 
Board of Directors, summarizes Mr. 
Walter’s achievements:

“For the past 16 years, Ed Walter 
has been an integral part of the 
National Kidney Foundation and 
represents the epitome of leading 

by example. His tireless commitment 
to helping people affected by kidney 
disease; continued support of our 
programs from the local level to the 
national board; and genuine desire to use 
his business acumen to help move the 
mission of the Foundation forward have 
directly impacted each and every one of 
us. One of his most notable achievements 
has been through his founding support 
of CKDintercept—NKF’s most ambitious 
initiative yet to raise kidney health and 
prevention of kidney disease to a national 
priority and change the way the primary 
care system works with regard to chronic 
kidney disease.”

Mr. Walter, of McLean, VA, has served the 
Foundation since joining as a volunteer 
in 2000, all the way through to his 
recent retirement from the National 
Board of Directors in 2016. He began his 
involvement with the Foundation at the 
local level through the annual Kidney 
Ball hosted by the National Capital Area 

office. In 2002, Mr. Walter served as 
Chair of the Kidney Ball and, from 2003 
to 2008, served on the National Capital 
Area Board of Directors. From 2008 to 
2016, Mr. Walter served on the National 
Board of Directors, during which time 
he was Chairman of the National Audit 
Committee, led the Chairman’s Business 
Roundtable, and in 2011, was elected 
Chairman of the Board of Directors. 
During his tenure on the National Board, 
Mr. Walter served on the Audit, Executive, 
Nominating, Finance, and Compensation 
Committees.

“Ed Walter truly embodies the heart 
and soul of the Foundation. Through his 
determined efforts and constant support, 
he has personally helped put NKF on the 
sound footing that it is today. Ed is most 
deserving of the Martin Wagner Award; 
and all of us at NKF nationwide thank and 
honor him,” added Art Pasquarella. 

Ed Walter 
President, CEO, and Director 
of Host Hotels & Resorts

Mart in Wa gner Awa rd : Ed Walter
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2017 Board of Directors 
The NKF Board of Directors consists of nephrologists, 
other kidney healthcare team members, civic leaders 
with diverse business expertise, and people affected 
by kidney disease. Board members serve a term of 
three years and may be elected for a second term.

Officers
Art Pasquarella, CRE 
NKF Chairman 
Equus Capital Partners, Ltd.

Michael J. Choi, MD 
NKF President 
Associate Professor of Medicine 
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine

Jeffrey S. Berns, MD  
NKF Immediate Past President 
Renal Electrolyte and Hypertension Division  
Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania

Michael J. Stevenson, CPA  
NKF Secretary 
Partner, Clarus Partners

Board of Directors
Thomas P. Cassese  
Director of Sales 
Eriez Manufacturing

Matthew Cooper, MD 
Director, Kidney and Pancreas Transplantation 
Medstar Georgetown Transplant Institute 
Professor of Surgery 
Georgetown University School of Medicine

Joseph Cosgrove  
Chairman, President and CEO 
Pentec Health

Jim Elkin

Chester Fox  
Network Director – UNYNET 
University at Buffalo

John T. Gerzema  
CEO Harris Insights & Analytics

Brennan Hart, Esq  
Pietragallo, Gordon, Alfano, Bosick & Raspanti, LLP

Tom Hough

Kailesh Karavadra  
Managing Partner 
Ernst & Young LLP, San Jose

Charles Modlin, MD, MBA  
Kidney Transplant Surgeon and Urologist 
Cleveland Clinic Minority Men’s Health Center

Jummy Olabanji  
Anchor/Reporter 
WNBC News 4 New York

Stephen Pastan, MD  
Associate Professor of Medicine 
Emory Transplant Center

Gregory W. Scott 
President, Winfield Management

Michael W. Sexton  
President 
Piedmont Bushings and Insulators, LLC

Stephanie Stewart, LICSW, MBA 
Operations Administrator 
Mayo Clinic

Anthony Tuggle 
Vice President, Mobility Sales and Service 
AT&T

Bradley Warady, MD 
Pediatric Nephrologist 
Children’s Mercy Kansas City

Leadership 
National Staff
Kevin Longino 
Chief Executive Officer

Petros A. Gregoriou, CPA 
Chief Financial Officer

Joseph Vassalotti, MD 
Chief Medical Officer

Kerry K. Willis, PhD 
Chief Scientific Officer

Karin Buchholz 
Senior Vice President, 
Development

Anthony S. Gucciardo 
Senior Vice President, 
Strategic Partnerships

Dolores Machuca-Ruiz 
Senior Vice President, 
Marketing

Kathryn Pucci 
Senior Vice President, 
Education and Programs

Denise Andersen 
Regional Vice President, 
Northeast

Brenita Brooks 
Regional Vice President, 
Mid-Atlantic

Chad Iseman 
Regional Vice President, 
Central

Maureen Stone 
Regional Vice President, 
Texas, Southeast & the West

Eric Albrecht 
Vice President,  
Events Development  
and Sports Marketing

Stephanie Cogan 
Vice President,  
Corporate Relations

Kelli Collins 
Vice President,  
Patient Engagement

James Echikson 
Vice President,  
Corporate Development

Jessica Joseph 
Vice President,  
Scientific Activities

Susan Ketron 
Vice President, 
Organizational Capacity 
Development

Julie Kimbrough 
Vice President,  
Communications 
and Marketing

Krystn Kuckelman 
Vice President,  
Event Development

Jacob Lane 
Vice President,  
Information Technology

Jennifer Martin 
Vice President,  
Program Development

Troy Zimmerman 
Vice President,  
Government Relations
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Expenses (in thousands)

Public Support and Revenue (in thousands)         

Liabilities and Net Assets (in thousands)

Liabilities
Loans Payable  ................................................ $3,826

Accounts Payable and 
Accrued Expenses  ......................................... $6,082

Deferred Income  .............................................$6,186

Other Liabilities  ..................................................$163 

Total Liabilities  ............................................ $16,257

Net Assets
Unrestricted  .................................................$20,849

Temporarily Restricted  .................................... $6,217

Permanently Restricted .................................. $2,695

Total Net Assets  ........................................... $29,761

Total Liabilities and Net Assets  .................. $46,018

Assets (in thousands)

Cash and Cash Equivalents  ........................... $8,789

Investments  ................................................... $19,917

Accounts Receivable  ................................... $10,025

Prepaid Expenses  ............................................ $1,391

Property, Plant and Equipment (net)  ..............$4,987

Other Assets  ..................................................... $909

Total Assets  ................................................$46,018 

Financials
Figures depict the combined financial activities of the National  Kidney Foundation and its Affiliates for Fiscal Year 2017.

24%
Professional Education  
$14,194

19%
Public Health Education  
$11,318

20%
Community  

Services  
$11,700

14%
Patient Services  
$7,835

5%
Research 

$2,834

9%
Fundraising  

$5,408

9%
Management  
and General 

$5,452 

Total Expenses $58,741  (100%)

100% 
 Total Income $57,791

26% 
Contributions  
$14,872

31% 
Special Events (Net)  
$17,788 

8%
Government Grants  

$4,878

1%
Membership Dues  

$658

13%
Other Income  

$7,498

21%
Program Service Fees  

$12,097

Total Support Expenses $10,861 (18%)Total Program Expenses $47,879 (82%)

Figures exclude financial information from NKF of Central New York. 
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Fueled by passion and urgency, relentless in our work, NKF 
takes pride in being the go-to organization for kidney health.

Active and Upcoming Initiatives

L ead 
Fiscal Year 2017 (4/1/16–3/31/17) began  
the process of expanding NKF’s focus on 
kidney disease to a focus on kidney health; 
shifting from being an organization known  
in healthcare to being an organization 
known in culture; and repositioning 
ourselves to answer large-scale challenges. 
FY17 began that process; FY18 continues it.

NKF is making important progress on 
mission priorities through innovative 
approaches to preventative healthcare, 
patient-centric research, removing  
barriers to kidney transplantation, and  
public education:

• In a first-of-its-kind event, scientists 
and patients collaborated to identify 
research priorities at the Patient-Centered 
Outcomes Research Stakeholders’ 
Conference, hosted by NKF and supported 
by the Patient-Centered Outcomes 
Research Institute (PCORI). This extensive, 
groundbreaking meeting brought together 
patients, caregivers, academics, healthcare 
professionals, and healthcare stakeholders. 
At least one of the research topics 
identified will be included in NKF’s 2018 
Research Grant Program. 

• NKF is also collaborating with PCORI on 
the KDOQI Home Dialysis Controversies 
Conference Series in the fall of 2017 
and 2018. This series will facilitate the 
development of research to measure home 
dialysis quality and interventions, 

 and address barriers to higher utilization of 
dialysis treatments at home.

• NKF successfully pilot-tested THE BIG 
ASK: THE BIG GIVE half-day workshops 
to help kidney patients find a living 
donor. Held in partnership with transplant 
hospitals, a nationwide rollout is coming 
this fall!

• Discarding a kidney can mean discarding 
a life. NKF is taking steps to increase the 
use of all recovered kidneys that may be 
suitable for transplants. In May, NKF hosted 
the Consensus Conference to Decrease 
Kidney Discards. Experts estimate that 
as many as 40–50 percent of kidneys 
discarded could be viable for transplant—
giving people on the wait list a second 
chance at life. 

• C3G is a rare form of kidney disease, 
affecting approximately 4,000 Americans. 
NKF conducted an externally led Patient-
Focused Drug Development (PFDD) 
meeting at the FDA, focused on C3G. Held 
in August, this was the first-ever PFDD 
meeting on kidney disease.

• NKF launched a new microsite designed to 
make it easier for kidney patients to find a 
local clinical trial within 60 seconds.

• In March 2018, NKF will facilitate a scientific 
workshop, “Change in Albuminuria and 
GFR as End Points for Clinical Trials in Early 
Stages of Chronic Kidney Disease,” along 
with the FDA and the European Medicines 

 Agency. The goal is to promote research 
on new treatments for CKD.

• NKF’s Research Task Force continues 
to TACKLE kidney disease through trials 
to prove the benefits of testing for CKD. 
The TACKLE trial will also demonstrate 
how coordination of care and evidence-
based practices can deliver the most 
cost-effective treatments and yield better 
outcomes for patients. 

• A major scientific workshop, “The Role of 
Vitamin D in Stage 3–4 CKD,” was held in 
Atlanta to help nephrologists gain a better 
understanding of new developments, and 
learn how Vitamin D deficiency can be 
prevented and managed.

• CKDinform, the professional education 
component program of NKF’s 
CKDintercept earlier detection 
initiative, has been a striking 
success, reaching more 
than 20,000 healthcare 
professionals. 
NKF is now 
creating 
the second 
iteration to be 
delivered online  
in FY18. 

• Also under the CKDintercept 
banner: through the CKDI 
Laboratory Engagement Plan,  
NKF is partnering with America’s 

 clinical laboratories to remove barriers to 
diagnosing CKD. This new collaboration 
will help standardize the tests used to 
determine CKD, improve comparison of 
test results between laboratories, and 
increase early detection of the disease 
with two simple, inexpensive, and widely 
available tests. 

NKF is taking the lead by moving the 
healthcare community toward early 
detection, new advancements in research, 
and improved treatments—and moving the 
country toward improved kidney health. 
With the goal of delivering the very best 
for patients, their families, healthcare 
professionals, and all those at risk, NKF  

will continue to lead  
the way in FY18  

and beyond.  

59 
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$1,000,000+ 
Arthur and Gail Pasquarella 
 
$100,000+
William G. Dessoffy
Kevin Longino and  
Mary McDowell
Ronald and Joy Paul
Cassie Shafer

$50,000–$99,999
The Nicoletti, Ferrier, and  
Peruto Families
Richard and Rosann Noel
C. Parker Simpson and  
Suzanne Simpson
James Taratoot

$25,000–$49,999
Rose Hoover
Eli and Jeanne Kahn
Paul and Joan Rubschlager
Gregory Scott

$10,000–$24,999
Matt Barr
David Boyer
Gregory Burke
Mrs. Pansy L. Chan and  
Terrence D. Chan, Trustee
Cindy and Robert Citrone
Sandy Coplon
Joseph Cosgrove
Scott Cullather  
Catherine Donnelly
Rick Froio
Jason Giangregorio
Mr. and Mrs. P. Brennan Hart
Gary Hoemann
Tom Hough
Kacy Hutchison

Bill and Ruth Isenberg
Stephen C. Jensik
William Koenigsberg
Mrs. Joan Lane
Bruce and Coco Lefkowitz
Dino Mangione
Michael F. Mosing
Mr. Joseph Mullen and  
Kelly Mullen
Padraig O’Riada
Michelle Paquette
Beth Marie Piraino, MD
Fred Podolsky
Ellen and Richard Richman
Lon Rubackin
Andrew P. Skoglund
Carolyn Smoot
Dana Spain
Michael Stevenson
Sumeska Thavarajah, MD
Ruben Velez
Michael Watts
Allen Weaver
Angela and Curtis Weitnauer
Rich Willis

$5,000–$9,999
Luis Alvarez, MD
Robert and Judith Aptekar
Lauren Asghari
Carolyn Atkins
Quan Austin
Beverly Bailey
Chris and Kristine Ball
Rick Barnett
Greg and Camille Baroni
Anne Barr and Fred Matteson 
Benjamin Bedford
Lori Bonderowitz
Anna Boutzalis

Joe Burke
Taylor Campitelli
Tom Cassese
Nate and Sasha Charny
Domenick Cipollone
Barbara Clark, MD
James Collier
Chuck Columbus and  
Teresa Brannon
Michael Connors
Dr. and Mrs. John Da Costa
Monica Dalwadi
Salvatore DeAngelis
Mr. and Mrs. John Devine
Jeffrey Dickson
Daniel DiLella
Joseph Dussich
Jim Elkin
Edward Erhardt
Brandi Farch
Joshua Feldman
Philip Scott von Fischer
Sheila FitzPatrick and  
FitzPatrick & Associates
Charles Fockler
Chester Fox, MD
John Gerzema and  
The Gerzema Group LLC
Robert Francis Gibson
Matt and Meg Gilbert
Rachel Gillette
Guy Giordano
Max Glaser
Carol Goldberg, MD
Patricia Greenlee
The Grooms Family
John Grossnickle
Keith Guller
Ashutosh Gupta
Ronald and Diane Hamburger

Kathy Headlee
Roberta Hensley
Mary Hipp
Chuck and Marina Hurchalla
Garry and Maryn Hurlbut
Walter Hutto
Steve and Debbie Ikirt
Peter Jablonski
Bridget Jackson
Toby and Steve Kahn
Julie Kjersem
The Klein Family 
Josh Komenda
Terry Korth
Derek Koucky
Jared Kushner
Dr. Craig B. Langman and  
Dr. Lynne K. Tylke
Lewis Leone
Dave Magrogan
Andrea Mascher
Ed and Lisa Medeiros
Amit Mehta
Carol and Larry Mizel
Jodi Money
Arthur M. Morris, MD
Vasiliana Moussatos
Eddie Murphy
Mary M. Noel-Stefan
Roger Odenberg and  
Cathleen McCafferty
George Papadopoulos
Jeff Paradowski
Joe and Nicki Parisi
Elizabeth Peralta
Deborah Pershadsingh
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Petraglia
Arvind Rajan and Kelle Young
Robin Reitzes
David Rood

Michael Ruggiero
Ruth Samler
Ray and Nadine Santiago
Jill Schaaf
Thomas Schubert
William Schwartz
Darrell Seale
David Selden
Michael Sexton
Erica Shaw
Victor and Lynn Smiroldo
Dana Sroka
Dorothy Stanley
Sharon Sternheim
Michael Stevens
Jason Stockwell
Reza Sultan
Jack and Barbara Tarditi
Judith Taylor
Mark Testoni
Mark Thomson
Douglas Troutman
Anthony Tuggle
Keith Turner
Tim Tyler
Mary Vernon
Shai Waisman
John Wang, MD
Bess Weatherman
Frank Webber
Larry Weiss
Tom Williams
Jason Yardi
Ramona Ybon
Austin Yerks
John Young
Joshua Zaritsky, MD
Barry and Robyn Zeller

Individual Supporters
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$1,000–$4,999
Lorraine and John Abbott
Della Abboud
Anne Aber
Paul Abraham
Danielle Abrahams
Peter Abrams
Ahmed al-Absi, MD
Joe Adams
Ron Adams
Johan Aerts
Manish Agarwal
Richard Aheron
Ann Ahlers
Akash Ahuja
Satya P. Ahuja, MD
Linda Alderson
Jorge and Luz Alegre
Hani Alexander
Pierre Alexis
Ravi Ali
Susan Allen
Laurence Allen
Joseph Allerhand
Robert Allison II
Tatum Alloggio
Melody Alstodt
Lloyd Alterman, MD
Josefina Alvarez
Virginia Amato
Richard Ambrose
Angie Anderson
Gary Anderson
Celia and Larry Andrus
Amir Ansari
Joseph Antonelli
Mariko Aoki
John Appel and Johnny Dee’s 
Lounge
Stafford Armstead

Keith Arnold
Andrew and Iris Aronson
Daniel Aronson
Bradley Aronstam
Robert Arthur
Ashley Ashfeld
William Ashlock
Luis Prada and Ruth Atkins
Meredith Atkinson, MD, MHS
Eric Auger
Alex Aus
Judy Awana
Magda Aylor
Barbara Ayoor
Salim Ayub
Ed Babcock
Stuart Babendir
Scott Buchner
Sarah Baehr
Grant A. Bagan
Charles Bai
Bob Bailey
Brad Bainey
Matthew Baker
Marcie Baker
George Bakris, MD
Saravanan Balamuthusamy, MD
Rosemary Balchunas
Jessica Baldauf
Leroy M. Ball
Mariclare Dunne Ballard
Roberta Ballard
Geanaro Ballesteros
Chadwick Balloo
Gerald Balonek
Matthew Bame
Camilo Barcenas, MD
Michael Barsom
Nancy Barsotti
Robert A. Bartell

Carol Barton
Chris Batterton
John Baughman
Paul Bayer
Mike Beacom
Elaine Beaver
Carol Beck
Kathleen Becker
Mary and William Beckert
Josey Beckles
Scott Beczo
Daniel Beegle
Joey Beninghove
Alisa Berger
Ira Berk
Gretchen Berlin
Lance Berman, MD
Robert Bernardini
Stephen Bernous
Jeffrey Berns, MD
Arnold S. Berns, MD 
Margaret Berrisford
Angela Berry
Briana Betancourt
Ray Betler
Karl and Patricia Betz
Joseph Beyers
Mark Bezos
Geoffrey Bible
David Bindelglass
J. Charles Binder
Cheryl Birch
E.J. Bird
Mike Bishop
John Black
Homer Blalock
Bob Blanton
Rachel and Chris Blevins
Suzanne Blevins
Stuart Bloch

Terry Bluhm
Tim Bock
Kelli Boldt
M. Joel Bolstein
Mark Bordonaro
Abe Borenstein
Aimee Bosland
Jeffrey Botnen
Beau Boudreaux
Doug and Trisha Bouma
Nicholas James Boutross
Nelson Boyce
Cynthia and Keith Boyd
David Boyd
Mary Braband
Troy and Jennifer Branch
Les Brand
Leatrice Brantley
Mark Bratland
Ida Braun
Louise Breber
Harold and Judith Bregman
Steven Brimmer
Dante Brittis
Dwayne and Annie Brock
Gwenda Broeren
Edwin Brooks
Thomas Brower
Howard Brown
Karen Brownlow 
David L. Brunk
Christopher Bryan, PhD
Earnest Bryant
Gregg and Melanie Bryars
Scott Buchner
Vilhelmina Budworth
Curtis Buerer
Kerry Buetner
Jeff Burbank
Gloria Carpenter Buren

David Burgess
Diane Burgess
Gregory Burkhart
Nathan Burnett
Jerry Burns
Christopher Burns
Doug Burns
Doug Burrell
Thomas Burton
Brad Bush
John Butler
Jane Bycroft
Bob Byers
April Byrd
Molly and Pat Cahill
David Cain, MD
Joel Caldwell
Richard Caldwell
Rose Calhan
Gerald Calhoun 
Joseph Calise
Maria Cambria
Nancie Cameron
Phillip Campbell
Gavin Campbell
Mary and Vincent Campitelli
Sujit Canagaretna
Wendy Cannon
Billie Canter
Merlita Caparro
Bob Capell
Quint Cardwell
Irwin Carmichael
Amy Carney
Alan Carniol
Alan Carr
William Carroll
Bill Carroll
Dan Carson
Robyn Carson
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Deirdre Carson
David Carter
Neil Carty
Barbara Carveth
Mike and Cheryl Casamento
Fred Cassle
Robert Catalano
Tony Catelli
John and Margo Catsimatidis
Robert Allen Caulder
Robert Cavallaro
Tim Caveney
Bob and Darice Ceccato
Rich Ceffalio
Jacqueline Celeste
William and Elaine Cella
Carl and Darlene Chaleff
Diane Chambers
Deepa Chand, MD
Mary Chapel
Zach Chapman
Brandy Chapman
Thomas Chapman
Leslie Chehade
Beth Cherry
Daranee Chewaproug, MD
Cliff Chiet 
Michael Choi, MD 
Sylvia Choi
Chris Choma
Arnold Chonko
Will Christensen
Scott and Sarah Christopher
Whitney Christopoulos
L. Churnock
William Ciborowski
Kelly Cimmino
Emily Clark
Linda Clark
Paul Clarke

Noland Clay
Candi Clay
Andrea Clem
James Clenny
Kelly Cline
Mac Clubb
Amy L. Cobbs
Arlene Cogliano
Lynn Cohen
Jack Cohen
Bernard Cohen
Mary Jo Cole
Edward Cole
Maggie Coleman
Morton Coleman
Timothy Coleman
Dennis Colleran
Robert Collett
John Collier
Marie Collins
Steven Comly
Alice Condro
Raymond Conner
Melinda Cook
Michael Coon
Lance Cooper
Matthew Cooper
Thomas Corbett
Kevin Corcoran
Peter Cordua
Elaine Cormier
Mr. and Mrs. Francis and Irene 
Corsaro
Albert Cortina
Ken Corwin
John and Corrine Cosentino
Joanne Costello
Brian Cote
Sharon Covey
Delaine Cox

Stephanie Cox
Linda Cox
John Coyne
Heather Craig
Robert Crawford, Jr.
Paul W. Crawford, MD
Bob Creger
Deidra Crews
Freyan Crishna
Dr. Thomas and Mrs. Karren 
Crouch
Jose Cruz
Maritza Cubi
John Cunningham
Eric Cwikla
Lenny Dacanay
Susan D’Agostino
Jim Daman
Anna Damerel
David Dang
Jonathan Dang
Richard Daniels
Olumide Danisa
Ravindra Dankanikote
Rachid Daoui
Gerald and Laura Darling
Patricia Dash
Rajesh Davda
John D’Avella
John Davenport
Steve Davidson
Jenifer Davis
Tom Davis
Melanie Davis
Natasha Davis
Rob Davis
Robert Davis
Bobby Dawkins
Bob Deangelis
Philip Deangelo

Deborah Deanovic
Alan DeBoer
Leslie DeCicco
Olga De Jesus
Ron Deka
Melissa Delaney
Susan DelBene
Sharon Deleon
Ron Delgaudio
Thomas Deller
Brent Del Monte
DeeDee DeMan
Barrie Denmark
Donald and Peggy DePascal
John Deville
John Devine
Arsheya Devitre
Dan Dias
Christine Dickson
Adam Diel
Sindy Di Gennaro
Roger DiGregorio
Carl Dill
Ralph Dillon
Nick Dilorenzo
James Dilts
Joseph Dimino
Melissa Dimit
Eric Dinkel
Mark Dizon
Marsha Dodd
Bud the Wonder Dog
Donna Doherty
Adam Doiron
Jerry Dolak
The Honorable Robert Dole
Jude Dominguez
John Scandling and Martha 
Dorn
Warren Dorsey

Chris Doscher
Kathy Douglas
Stephen and Andrea Dover
Scott Downing
Noreen Doyle
Frank Doyle
John Dragone
Elizabeth Dreher
Tim and Susan Dreier
Johnny Driggers
Scott Duescher
Charles Du Mond
Randy Duncan
Lois Dunlap
Terrence and Peggy Dunn
Elvis Duran
Susan Durlak
James Earnest
W. Earvin
Richard Ebers
Andrew Edelstein
Scott Edmunds
Thomas P. Egan
Eliza Ehrlich
Jared Elder
Dawnn Eldredge
Barbara Elia
Jennifer Elia
Terry Elliot
Karen Elliott
Rodney Ellis
Hendrick Ellis
Alana Elston
Ben Emons
Kimberly Engelart
Josh Engelsma
Thomas Engler
Lisa A. Englert
Preston Englert
Mr. and Mrs. Damian Eonta
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Tammie Epps
Donald Epstein
Jodie Erickson
David Erley 
James Esser 
Kathleen Estony
Ryan Evans
Bill Evans
Ashka Everette
Eric Evers
Michael Ewald
Dorothy Fairconeture
Christi Falkenhagen
Michael Falkenhain
Barb Fallon
Sandy Falsis
Ayham and Gayle Farha
Arde Farid
Maria Farin
Billy Farina
Andrea Castro-Fatjo
Anthony Favia
Bernard Feinberg
Scott Feit
Charles Fendell
Steve Ferguson
Richard Ferguson
Richard Fernandez
Duane Filkins
Tina Finch
Steve Fiore
Harold Fisher
Fei Fisher
Mark and Leslie Fisk
Christopher Alton Fitzgerald
Robert Fitzgerald
Ellen Flanagan
Joanne Flanagan
Brian Flannery
Sue Fleming

Emily Fletcher
Jose Flores 
Jeffrey Fontaine
Rich Fontenot
Martin Foont
Joseph Formanek
Eugene Forsyth
George Fortner
Nancy Foster
Timmie Foster
Lynda Foster
Anthony Foth
Becky Fowler
P. Michael Fox
Michael Fox
Stephen Fox
Linda Hampton Fox
George Francos, MD
Ryan Frank
Cass Franklin, MD
Mark Fraser
David Frauenshuh
John Frayser
Sara Frazee
Danielle Frechette
Dan and Terri Freeman
Aaron Friedman
Matthew Fryar
Lonnie W. Fugit
Chris Fullbright
Jerome Funchess
John Fung, MD
Troy Fussell
Adam Gagne
Michael Gaines
Jerry Galeana
Ira and Anna Galkin
T. Gallant
Elyse Gallner
Kim Gallner

James Gandy
Angela Gantt
Scott Garland
Lisa Garvin
Brian and Melissa Gary
Shannon Gary
Shawn and Linda Gary
Christine Garza
Elias George
Charlene George
Jeff Gerard
Adam Gess
Dan Giaimo
Andrew Giannella
Lora Gibb
Rusty Gibson
Chris Gibson
Greg Gilbert
Ray Gillette
Jim Gillians
Ernest Gillum
James Glase
Esther Glasser
John Gleason Jr., MD
Marvin Glenn
Shannon Glynn
John Goble
Sharad Goel, MD
Tim Gold
Philip Gold
Marcia and John Goldman
Rich and Kellie Goldsborough
Gary Goldsmith
Catherine Goles
Thomas G. Golubski
Narasimha Gondi
Jane Goodell
Harvey Goodman
Mia Goodman
James Gorbunow

Sheila and Alan Gordon
Mark Gordon
Nancy Gordon
Sean Gorman
Steve Gorski
Renee Richardson Gosline
Douglas Gothard
Cory Gourley
Richard Gow
Lynda Graham
Andy Graiser
Michael Grant, MD
Deborah Gravinese
Mike Gray
Molly Grazzini
Donna Green
Janas and Mark Green
Alvin Green
Margaret W. Green
Joanne Green
Michael and Sheryl Greenberg
Robert Greenberg
Michael Greene
Kristen Green-Kutch
Gary Greenspan
Richard Jacob Greenspun
Douglas Greer
Robert Gregorio
Jason Greis
Susan Griffiths 
Paul Grill
John Grimmer
Alan Grinde
Robert Grindrod
Catherine Grissom
Thomas and Karen Grogan
Harry Gross
Casey Grossman
Arthur Grossman
Stu Gruman

Cammy Grusd
Peter Gruszka
Debra Gundersen
Arti Gupta, MD
Don and Jane Guy
Mary Guzik
Ann Marie Gwaltney
Sandi Haase
Eloise Hackett 
Sean Hackett
Tammy Hackstall
Peter Hafiz
James Hajec
Ellen Hake
Elizabeth Hake
Jim Hall
Theresa Hamilton
Laura Hanby
Judson Hand
Katelyn Handlos
Stephen Hansen
David Haray
Edward Hardison
Sundaram Hariharan, MD
Betty K. Harless
W. Barry Harmon
Shawn Harpen
Elizabeth Harper-Tramber
Samuel Harrell
Deborah Harriman
Scott Harrison
Ryan Harrison
Nicole Hartenstine
David Hartley
Rhea Hartley
Jack Hartog
Philip Reilly and Judith A. Hasko
Jen Hatch
Anna Hatcher
Jeffrey Hawkins
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Kim H. Hawkins
Nick Hayden
Gayle Hayek
Will and Carolyn Hayes
Theodore Hayne
Erik Haywood
James Hedden
Alex Hein
Ginny Heine
Harry Heinkele
Angela Henderson
Mary Henderson
Sue and George Hendon
Richard Henken
Carol Henn
Lydia Hennick
George Henschel 
Dr. John and Dianne 
Hergenrother
Kris Herrera
James Herrick
Elliott Hershman
Vern Heuer
Sandra Hewett
Margaret Hewitt
Floride B. Heyward
Steve Hibbison
Kevin Hickey
Marsha Hill
Mark Hill
Judith Hillis
Steve Hines
Curtis Hinshaw
Ronald Hirschel
M. Hitchman
Sylvia Hoaldridge
Charles Hobbs
Harry Hoch
Russell Hockaday
Melinda Hockensmith, MD

Oswald Hodges
Connor Hogan
Jack Hogberg
Coleen Hohn
Paul Holewinksi
John Hollander
Athena Hollins
Richard Holman, MD
Craig Holmer
Sandy Holmes
Stephen Hood
Dustin Hopkins
Diane Hopkins
Stephanie Horan
Joelle Horowitz
Susan H. Hou
Jeff Hubbard
Jason Huff
Rebecca Hughey, PhD
Laurene Hull
Marc Humsi
Gerald Hundert
Ralph Hurst
Kathy Hutchens
John Hutton
James Hyde
Rocco Iacoviello
Erik Icenhour
Stanley Iezman
John Imbriale
Cathie Ingram
Scott Ireland
Steven Irizarry
Fred Isaf
Shannon Isbill
Rubeen Israni, MD
Ann Iverson
Dan Iverson
Bernard Jaar, MD
Lou Jablonski

Craig Jackman
Stephen Jackson
Jesse Jacobs
Don Jacobs
Gary Jacobs
Anne Jacobs
Gregory Jacobson
John Jaeger
Sam James
Beth St. James
Meredith Jarblum
Amanda S. Jarvis
Jennifer Jewell
Helen Jhong
Patricia Farrell Johnson
Melanie and Tyler Johnston
David and Nancy Johnston
Jason Jolly
Kelly Jones
Christopher Jones
David Jones
James Jones
Richard Jones
Paul Jones
Katherine Joslin
Jaimie L. Juarez
Fran Jurkovic
Loren Kagan
Peter Kalikow
John Kalohn
Tara Goff Kamradt
Michael Kaplan
Andre Kaplan
Laura Karam
Kailesh Karavadra
Carolyn Karlin
Richard Karnath
Stephen Karp
Kelly Kasprzyk
Danny Kassis

Cheryl Katz
Brett Kaufman
Anthony Kavanagh
Deb Kavanaugh
Alexander Kaye
Scott Keating
Danny Keene
Ellie Kelepouris, MD
Ned Kelley
Ryan Kelly
Timothy and Loretta Kelly
Jerry Kelsheimer
Heather Kendall
Kenneth Kennedy
Tracy and Joe Keogh
Danita Kessler
Mohamed Khalifa
Ramesh Khanna, MD
Ann Kich
Dale Kiel
George Kilbourne
Christopher Killackey
Carly Kinberg
Doug Kindy
Kenneth King
Timothy Kingsley
Val Kirby
Ronald Kirk
Margaret Carol Klahr
David Kleinschmit
David Knop
Elizabeth Knowles
Theodore L. Koenig
Jason Koenig
Elizabeth Kok
Folashade Kolawole 
Timothy Kolschowsky
Erwin Koonce
Jeff Kopp, MD
James Kowitz

Holly Mattix Kramer, MD
Michael and Leslie Krasny
Bill Kremer
Paul and Constance Krug
Dhiren Kumar
George Kushner
Patrick Kwok
Cindy La
Charles Lambert
Michael Lambert
Gordon Lambourne
Thomas Lampe
Cecelia Lance
Carolina “Lina” Landrigan
Diane Lanese, MD
Scott Lang
Ben Langley
Sarah Langtiw
Michael LaPierre
Linda Larue 
Paul Lattanzio
John Lavin
Matthew Lawton
Brenda Lawton
Frank Ledbetter
Steven Lee
Ray Lees
Bruce Leff
David Lefkowitz
Kenneth Lefkowitz
Grace Lemon
Calvin and Ann Lentz
Casmira Leo
Steven Leonard
Shirley Leonard
John Leonard
Frank Leone
Diane Leong
Janice LeTourneau
Joseph R. Leventhal
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Alan Levin
Ronald Levine
Jordan Levine
Bruce Levinson
Linda Lewis
Janet Lewis
Michael Lewis
Kyle Lewis
Randy Lewis
Mark Lewis
Steven J. Leyendecker
Kevin Libby 
Richard Lieberman
Douglas Lind
Bruce and Laura Linger
Susan Linkous
Pam Livingston
Angela Loberg
Chris Locatell
Josephine Lockhart
Martitza Lograsso 
John Lohman
Eric Lohmeier
Allen Lomax
Clarissa London 
Lee Long
Megan LoRe
Kevin Losch
Igor Lotsvin
Lii Lou
Kowana Louis
Robert Love
Brad Love
William Lovelace
James Lowman
Jeff Lucas
John Luckett
David Lupica
John Lynch
Virginia Lyons

Mary Lysaker
Haile Lytton
David Mabee
Jeffrey Mack
Kristin Maclearie
Bruce Madnick
Kimberly Maffei
Kristian Magel
Lorryn Mai
Adrienna Maisonet-Morales
Gregory Malcolm
Leonora Maloney
James Manafort
Michael Mangan
F. Stafford Manion
Carolina Manion
Lucas Manor
Patricia Mansfield
Michelle Manzanares
James J. Maran
Adam Marchak
Joel S. Marchello
Courtney Marino
Cliff Marks
Brian and Angela Marler
John Marriott
Phyllis Marsh
Abigail Martin
Cindy Martin
Kevin Martin
Richard Martin
Patricia Martin
Luis A. Martinez
Erica Marvin
Donna Maselli
Sallye Mason
Elaine Mason
Bruce Mason
Joanne and Edward Massaro
Elaine Mata

Sandeep Mathrani
Jodi Matson
Costy Matter
Paul Matteucci
Tim Matthias
Dorothy Mattingly
Charles Matykowski
Joshua Maubach
Julie Mavis
Alan May
Eva May
Mildred Mayes
Martha Mayo, MD
David Magnuson and Martha 
Mayo, MD
Bettina McAdoo
Robert McCall 
James F. McCarver III
Chris McClure
Laila McCormack
James McCormick
Amy McCulloch
Francis McCusker, MD
Michael and Pam McDonald
Thomas McDonald
Megan McDonald
Corrine McDonald
Thomas and Olivia McDonough
Greg McFarlane
Jim McGean
Marc Nosal McGlade
Tom McGregor
John McKiernan
Trent McKinster
James McManus
Ellyn McMullin
John McNab
Jill McNamara
Andrew McSkimming
Benjamin McWilliams

Sheila Meade
Bill Meehan
Ashley Meekins
David and Linda Mehney
Ryan Meier
Luke Mellon
Anibal Melo, MD
Rich Melone
Vivek Melwani
Alan and Agnès Mendelson
Maria Mendoza
Brian Menkhausen
Roy Meredith
Pier Merone
Sue Merrill
Monica Merrill
Dr. Jim and Mrs. Veronica Mertz
Jeremy Meyer
Brad Meyer
Eddie Meyer
Rae Meyer
Carlos Meza, MD
Louis Micca
Robert Michael
Virginia Michaels
Tara Miles
Erin Miller
Daniel Miller
Terry Miller
Floyd Miller
Bill Miller
Susan Devuyst-Miller
Greg Miller
Shelly Minkowitz
Deepak Mital, MD
Jonathan Mitchell
Charles Modlin, MD
W. H. Moehrke
William Mohler
Maxine Moir

Louis Molinini 
Nessa Moll
Steve Moll
Donald Molony, MD
Catherine Mongarella
Joseph Montemayor
Tom Montgomery
Tracey Moody
Bill Moody
Scott Moomaw
Tjana Moore
Amanda Moran
Gerald Moreau
Michael Morell
Andrew Moretz
Scott Morgan
Dave Morgan
Jeanine Morgan
William Morgan
Raymond Morin
Rob Morris
Donna Moss
Renato Motoyama
Alan Motsenbocker
Drs. Jany and Yvonne Moussa
Moustafa Moustafa, MD
Terence Mullervy
Anthony Mulloy, MD
Henry Munez, MD
Joseph Muratore
William Murray
Bill Murray
James Myers
Sonya Naar
Dr. Nassim and Nelly Nabbout
Jafar Nadar 
Len Nannarone
Josh Napier
Brian Napolitano
Ven Narayanan
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Frank Narciso
Ramsey Nassar, MD
Henry Nassau
John Neal
Steve Nee
Eric Nelson
Murray Nelson
Linda Nelson
Liam Neville
Jeannette Newton
Stanley Newton
Judith Ney
Binh Nguyen
Robert John Nichols
Robert Noble
Ellen Nocera
Kenneth Norman
Kelly Norman
Thomas Novak
Bill Nuessle
Erin Nussman
Lois Nyoike
Brian O’Dea
Jerry O’Brien
Brian O’Connor
Gregory Odhner
Rebecca Odland
Donald Oellerich
Kris Oien
Harris L. Olen
Mark Olsen
Mildred Olson
John O’Meara
Carlos Orellana
Maria Jocelyn Orig, MD
John Orwin
Betty Osborne
Michael Ossip
Fernando Otero
Karen Overman

Julie Owen
L. Padkins
Karen Painter
Paul Palevsky, MD
Richard Pallister
Morgan Palmer
Patricia Palmer
Peter Panaguiton
Nanette Pappas
Martin Park
David Parker
Patricia Parker
Carl Parker
Suzette Kolaga and Molly Ann 
Pasdera
Paul Pashby
Rick Pasquino
Amit Patel
Craig Paterson
Richard Patrick
Sarah Patuto
James Paul
Charlie Paulson
Jess Pawlak
Paul Pawlowski
Norma Pearl
Dave Peller
John Penhollow
Victor Perez
Michael Perino
Brian Perkins
Doris Perkins
Matthew Pesce
Richard Pesin
Glenn Peters
Robert Peterse
Robert Peterson
Sarah Peterson
William Peterson, MD
Sorrel Peterson

Lou Petrocelli
Leon Pettaway
Aricia Pfaff
Matt Pfeil
John B. Phillips
Matthew Phillips
Thomas Piccoli
Mike Piccolo
Kevin Pickard
Lisa Pillsbury
Susan Piotrowski
Amy Pisano
Mary Foster Pittman
Thomas Pohlman
Donovan and Barbara Polack
Ron Police 
Natalie Polk
Martin Pollak, MD
Angela Pollard
Allen Pollot
Mike Pool
Sam Popham
Jean Popik
Jewel Porter
Fiona Portington
Sheila Portington
Robert Portman
Fima Portnov
Shari Post
Melissa Powell
Jacqueline Powers
Brent Prenger
Brad and Shannon Price
Scott Price
Chuck Pridham
Mike Procopio
Paul Pronovost, MD
Jon Pryor
Margie Ptasznik
Tipu Puri, MD

Jules Puschett, MD
Ginger Quarles
Kimberly Quartier
David Quiat
Raymond Quigley
Michelle Quinn
Moira Ragan
Carol Di Raimondo, MD
Aron Ralston
Stephen Ramick
George Randolph
Harlan F. Rant
Vijaykumar M. Rao, MD
Nancy Rausch
David “D.J.” Reader
Al Rebar
Stan Reddish
James Reddy
James Redington, MD
Mohamed El-Refai
Michael Reichard
Kevin Reid 
Catherine Reilly
Kathleen Reilly
Denise Renaghan
Phil Renaud
Amy Rennert
Matt Reville
Jeanne Rezuke
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Rhenish
Michael Rhodes
David and Bob Ricci
Dana Rice
Shelia Richmond
Jeffrey Richmond
Ronald Richter
Eleanor Ridley
Brian Riggle
Debbie Ringer
Nichole Ringer

Ed Ringer
Robert Riordan
Maria Rios
Dean and Clary Riskas
Bernard Rivkin
Robert Roach
Jack Robbins
Alan Roberts
Michael Roberts
John Robertson
Steve Robinson
Jeanenne Robinson
Michael Robinson
Dr. Larry and Sally Robson
Doug Rodio 
Annette Rodriguez
Scott Rogers
Joseph Rogers
Jadwiga Roguska-Kyts
Rod Rohadfox
Nancy Rojas
Martha Roland
Rocco Romeo
Steve and Lynnea Roon
Chris Rosmarin
John Ross
Connie Ross
Dom Rossi
David Rossi
Amanda Rossini
Sharron Rouse
Brandon Rowland
Patrick Rowland
Redentor Roy, MD
Albert Royce
Melissa Royce
Ronald Royer
Irene Rudzinski
Dennis and Marie Ruth
Fabio Rutili
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Mark Ruwe
Brenda Ruzic
Anne Ryan
David Ryan
Brian Sabine
Glenn Salsbury
Bruce Saltzberg
Karly Sambor
Jerry Samford
Steve Sanders
Andrew J. Sandquist
James Sankovitz
Lucy Sanna
Mick Saulman
Lewis Saperstein
Nick and J. Leigh Satey
Robert Sathe
Mick Saulman
Michael Sauls
Jennifer Sawyer
Rodney Scaife
Phil and Bobbi Schaafsma
Jason Schaake
Matthew Schaffer
Helen Schaub
Paul Scheel, MD
Susan “Sande” L. Schlumberger
Brad Schmarak
Mark Schmidt
Karen Schmitt
Jay Schnitzer
Chris Schoenberg
Paul Schrank
Ray and Anne Schrock
David Schrodt 
Daniel E. Schuld
Mark L. Schwartz
Edmondo Schwartz
Richard Schwartz
Herman Schwarz

Mari Scotch
Lauren Scott
Bob and Didi Scott
Peter Secchia
Susan Sedmak
Tracy Seekings
David and Jeanne Seldner
Heather Sell
John Semmer
Elwood Sessions
William Sexton
Lisa Shaffstall
Joseph Shanahan
Owen Shaw
Rosemary Shea
Jonathan Shea
Paul Sheeks
Imad Shehab
Nabil Sheikh
Josh Sherman
Steve Sherwood
Visanthe Shiancoe
Kimberlee Shimizu
Albert Shin
Duane Shull
Brent Shumaker
Lisa Shuster
Mary Sia
Heather Sibley
Jerold Sider
John P. Sieger
Jodie Sigmond
John Silkensen
Daniel Silna
Stacy Simmons
Anne Simms
Renee Simon
Christopher Simon, LCSW-C
Danielle Simon
Sandra L. Simon

Joyce Simonds
Kyung Sin
Inderjit Singh, MD
Vineet Singhal
William Singleton
Michael Sinks
Dimitrios Sismanis
Richard C. Skagenberg
Tom Skioutakon
Kevin Slater
Rochelle and Robert Smahl
Regina Smith
Michael and Susan Smith
Fred Smith
Adam Smith
Robert Smith
Dorothy Smith
Elizabeth Smith
Michael Smith
Mary Smith
Teresa Smukal
Trent Snarr
Eric Snyder
Alex Soda
Ashley Somics
Stan Soong
Brian Soper
Patricia Sorensen
George Sousa
Erika Spagnola
Chris Sparro
Jacqueline Speaks
Mary Spear
Donna Speciale
William Spence
Bonnie Spiegle
Joanne Spink
Tim Springer
John Srofe
Marty St. Clair

Mr. and Mrs. John Staley IV
Shaun Stalker
Angela Stanaford
Deirdre Stanley
Meg Starr
Timothy Statts
Dr. Julia and Sean Steinke
Robert Sternheim
Julie Stewart
James S. Stewart
Richard Stiglbauer
Jeremy Stillings
Rebecca Stodard
Dennis Stogsdill
Alan Stone
Gregory Stratoti
John Strigle
Stephen J. Stuart
David Stuart
Matthew Stump
Henry Suelan
Neil Sukoff
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Sullivan
Rui Sun
Les Suomela
Paul Sussex
Gail Swaringen
Cynthia Sweeney
Jillian Switzer
Joseph Szabo
Diana Tabacopoulos
Ami Tabije
Ross Taff
Sushma Talasila
Ignatius Tang
Peter Tanis
Thomas Taylor
Scott Taylor
Jill Taylor
Elizabeth Teague

Geoffrey Teehan
Neeraj Telhan
Jeremy Tendler
John Thatcher
Isaac Thomas
Cheryl Thomas
Sandra Thompson
Dennis Thonvold
Orlan Thorbeck
Mary Thorrington
Robert Thorson
Randy Thrall
Shawn Tidewell
Carol Tobin
Linda Tobin
Albert Togut
Darshan Tolat, MD
Marc Topaz
Rachel Torgueman
Patrick Tracey
Amy Traub
Joan Travis
Saurabh Tripathi
Miles Tucker
Kylie M. Tucker
Tim Turek
Dale Turza
Michele Tyler
Todd Ungard
Richard Urban
William and Michelle Vance
Kyle and CJ Vandenberge
Claudia Van Dijk, MD
David and Sally Vanella
Rudolf A. Vanmol
Michael Vanyo
Kathie Veach
Catherine Veillette
John Vellone
Paul Verbesey 
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Mike Verguldi
Ian Vessey
Jeffrey Vet
Alfred Vichot, MD
John Vidovich
Ines Vigil
Dr. Bradley and Mrs. Patricia Vince
Linda Viska
Sandhya Vollala
Sheila VonEuer
Nicole Vucenich
Bob Waggoner
Jacqueline Walker
Ollie Wall
Ellen Walsh
Scott Walters
Marianne Walters
Tangela Walton
Arthur Wang
Bradley Warady, MD
William Ward
Kathryn Ware
Kevin Warren
William Warren
Chuck Washburn
John Wasson
Howard Watkins
Rich Watson
Christine Watson
Erin Penrose and Mitchel Watson
Alex Wayman
Paul Weatherby
Zenda Weaver
Angela Webb
Timothy Wegman
Andrew L. Weil
Dennis and Alyson Weinberg
Jonathan Weinberg
Matthew Weir
Jason Weiss

William Welch
Ben Wells
Tom Wengert
Richard Wernon
Stephen Wesley
Michael West
David Wetterlind
Chuck Whipple
Matthew White
Katie White
Loletta Wickett
John Wiktorko
Shaun Wildt
Steve Wilhite
Jon Wilkins
Jacqueline Willens
Sarah Willett
J. Bryan Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Erik Williams
Cleya Williams
Thomas Williams
Gloria Williams
Willie Williams
George Willie
Bryan Willmer
Bill Wilmer
Jason Wilson
Dennis and Kathie Wingers
Anne Winter
Robert Wislow
Rob Wisniewski
Janne Wissel
Jeffrey Witham
David Wojciechowski
Barry Wolf
Kimberly Wolfe
The Wolfers
Amanda Womack
Joseph Wood 
James Wood

Carla Woodcock
Terry Woods
Ray Woods
Linda Word
Roberta Wright
Philip Wright
James Florest Wyatt
Allan Xu
Ning-Yen Yao, MD
Christopher Yates
Nancy Yee
Scott Yerkes
Ellen and Takeshi Yoshiuchi
Fannie Ruth Young
Timothy Young
Leslie Young
Melvin Yudis, MD
Lee Zalben
Asad Zaman, MD
Conrad Vial and Catalina Zapata-Vial
Tom Zatina
Ronald and Judith Zauner
Estephan Zayat, MD
Kevin Zellers
Kent Zeltinger
Jennifer Ziouras
Cheryl Zitur
Ronald Zoby
Gary Zoldak
Peter Zurkow
Patrice Zyry
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Corporate Supporters
$1,000,000+
Relypsa Inc.

$500,000–$999,999
Amgen Inc.
OPKO Renal LLC
Pennsylvania Dept. of Health,  
Bureau of Family Health/CRDP 
Sanofi Genzyme Corp.

$250,000–$499,999
AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals LP
Fresenius Medical Services Inc.
Louis A. Weiss Memorial Hospital
Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals
Merck & Co., Inc.
Takeda Pharmaceuticals

$100,000–$249,999
Bayer
Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Embassy of the United  
Arab Emirates
HM Insurance Group
Horizon Pharma USA Inc.
Keryx Biopharmaceuticals Inc.
Pentec Health Inc.
Pfizer Inc. 
Satellite Healthcare
ZS Pharma

$50,000–$99,999
Akebia Therapeutics Inc.
AMAG Pharmaceuticals Inc.
Associates in Nephrology
Covidien
Dialysis Clinic, Inc.
Donnelly Mechanical Corp.

Eisai Inc.
Exelixis
Mid-America Transplant Services
Nephroceuticals
Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corp.
NxStage Kidney Care Inc. 
Patient-Centered Outcomes 
Research Institute (PCORI) 
Pennsylvania Future Business  
Leaders of America
Rockwell Medical  
Technologies Inc.
Sandoz Inc.
Sanofi-Aventis

$10,000–$49,999
A&E Networks
Acadiana Management  
Group LLC
Active Media Services Inc.
Advocate Christ Medical Center
Aegon Transamerica Foundation
Aetna
Alexion Pharmaceuticals Inc.
Allegheny Health Network
Alliance Beverage Distributing
Alliant Health Solutions Inc.
Alliant Insurance Services Inc.
Allmond & Company LLC
American Renal Associates
American Renal  
Management LLC
Americare Kidney Institute LLC
Anheuser-Busch
Anthem BlueCross BlueShield
Anthem Inc.
Ardelyx Inc.
Arkana Laboratories

Arthrex Inc.
Astellas Pharma US Inc.
Atlantic, Tomorrow’s Office 
Attain LLC
Aurinia Pharmaceuticals Inc.
Avera Health
Baker & Hostetler LLP
Barnes-Jewish Hospital
Baxter International
Baylor Scott & White Health 
BB&T 
Bert Smith & Co.
Blessings4Ever Home  
Care Agency
Blue Cross Blue Shield of  
Kansas City
BMO Harris Bank
Broadridge Financial Solutions
Brown-Forman Corporation
Call the Car
Capital Group
CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield
Carolina Nephrology PA
Catholic Health Initiatives
CBRE Group Inc.
CBS Corporation 
CDW Corporation
Cedar Woods Care  
Management Inc.
Chapman & Cutler LLP
Children‘s Medical Center
Colchis Capital Management LP
Colorado Kidney Care
Columbia Nephrology Associates 
PA
Corporate Design Group Ltd.
Dallas Nephrology Associates PA
DaVita Inc.
Daytona Beverages

Diablo Nephrology Medical 
Group Inc.
Discovery Communications
Disney Worldwide Services Inc.
Duff & Phelps Corp.
East River Medical Imaging
Equus Capital Partners Ltd.
Ernst & Young LLP
Fox Networks Group
G & C Food Distributors & 
Brokers Inc.
Genentech Inc.
General Dynamics  
Information Technology
GIE Media, Inc. 
Gilbane Building Company
Greenleaf Health LLC
Greenville Health System
GroupM
GSM Assoc.
Hewlett-Packard
HFF
Hoag Memorial Hospital 
Presbyterian
Horizon Media 
Host Hotels & Resorts Inc.
Hulu
ICF Consulting Group
Interpublic Group  
Companies Inc.
INVT
Ion Media Networks Inc.
Iowa Kidney Physicians PC
Janssen Pharmaceuticals Inc. 
John Muir Health
Jones Day
Jones Lang LaSalle Americas Inc.
K&L Gates LLP
Kaiser Permanente Financial 
Services

Kaiser Permanente – Kaiser 
Foundation Health Plan Inc.
Kansas Nephrology  
Physicians PA
Keurig Green Mountain Inc.
Kidney Care Consultants
Kidney Specialists of  
Minnesota PA
KidneyTexas Inc.
Koppers Inc.
Latham & Watkins LLP
Lenox Hill Hospital
Liberty Insurance Agency Inc.
LogistiCare Solutions LLC 
Lucile Packard Children‘s 
Hospital
Luitpold Pharmaceuticals Inc.
Mar Cor Purification  
Inc.–Pennsylvania
Markel Corporation
Maserati North America Inc.
Massachusetts General Hospital
McCormick & Company Inc.
McDonald Hopkins LLC
Media Link LLC
MediaQuest
MEDITECH
MedStar Health Inc.
Meijer Inc
Mercy Health
Mesirow Financial
Metrolina Nephrology Associates 
PA
Milis Flatwork LLC 
MillerCoors
Mount Sinai Hospital
MSA Safety Inc.
NBCUniversal Media LLC
Nephrology Associates of  
Kentuckiana PSC
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Nephrology Associates of 
Northern Illinois and Indiana
New York-Presbyterian Hospital
NFL Ventures LP
Northwest Kidney Centers
Northwestern Medicine
Ohio State Medical Center
OMD USA
OneLegacy
OptumHealth Care  
Solutions Inc.
Others First Inc.
Over The Edge USA Inc.
PhRMA
Pikes Peak Nephrology 
Associates PC
PNC Business
Price Distributing Co.

Publicis Media
QueensCare
Radnet Management Inc.
Renal Associates of West 
Michigan
RetailMeNot Inc.
Rohadfox Construction Control  
Services Corporation
RSM US LLP
Saint Luke‘s Health System
Sanford Health
Sanofi US
SAP National Security  
Services Inc.
Sarris Candies Inc.
Scripps Network Interactive
South Dallas Fair Park
 

SSM Health Saint Louis  
University Hospital
St. Joseph Health
Stanford Health Care
Sunset Development Company
SurgiCare of Manhattan LLC
Sutter Health CPMC
Teachers Insurance and Annuity 
Association  (NYC)
Teredesai, McCann &  
Associates PC
The AD Agency
The Bank of New York Mellon
The Regional Medical Center  
of Orangeburg and  
Calhoun Counties 
The University of  
Kansas Hospital
Therma Inc.

Thomson Reuters
TriStar Capital LLC
Turner Broadcasting  
System Inc.
UCHealth
UK HealthCare
Union Bank
UnitedHealth Group
UnitedHealthcare
University of Chicago Medicine
University of Illinois Hospital & 
Health Sciences System  
(UI Health). 
University of Pittsburgh  
Medical Center
Univision Management 
Company
UW Health

Vanderbilt Mortgage &  
Finance Inc. 
VCU Health System
Viacom Media Networks
Virtustream
Wal-mart Stores Inc.
Wells Fargo Bank
Wheels Up Partners LLP
Wichita Nephrology Group
Wilbraham, Lawler & Buba
Willis Auto Campus
Winston & Strawn LLP

Gold
Amgen
AstraZeneca
Exelixis
Horizon Pharma
Mallinckrodt  
Pharmaceuticals 
Merck & Co., Inc.
Nephroceuticials

Novartis
Pfizer Inc.
Relypsa
ZS Pharma

Silver 
Akebia
Bayer Healthcare
Bristol-Meyers Squibb—Pfizer
ChemoCentryx
Eisai
GSK
Janssen
OPKO Renal LLC

Bronze
Aurinia
DiaMedica Therapeutics
Elcelyx
Keryx Biopharmaceuticals
Thrasos

Corporate Membership Program

Corporate Supporters (continued)
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Est a tes and Trusts

Foundations
AbbVie Foundation
Aetna Foundation
The Sandra Atlas Bass and 
Edythe and Sol G. Atlas  
Fund, Inc.
Robert and Marie Benz  
Charitable Foundation
The BGR Foundation, Inc.
Darin Butz Foundation
Caring Voice Coalition, Inc.
COPIC Medical Foundation 
Devine Family Foundation
FirstEnergy Foundation

FMU Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Gary Family Foundation
Stephen A. and Diana L. 
Goldberg Foundation, Inc.
John and Marcia Goldman 
Foundation
Grainger Foundation
The Greater Cincinnati 
Foundation
Greater Rochester Health 
Foundation
Jack Webster Grigsby 
Foundation

Highmark Foundation
Hoag Community Benefit 
Program
Katten, Muchin, Rosenman  
Foundation Inc.
George H. Langenfelder 
Charitable Trust
Reva and David Logan 
Foundation
The McCutchen Foundation
McDowell Longino  
Charitable Fund
Merck Foundation

John Moffitt Charitable 
Foundation
William G. and Eileen D. Mulligan 
Foundation
Harvey E. Najim Family 
Foundation
The Nokomis Fund
The Oregon Community 
Foundation
Arthur and Gail Pasquarella 
Family Foundation 
 
Prairie Meadows Foundation 
QueensCare Foundation

Kenneth L. and Eva S.  
Smith Foundation
Sutter Bay Medical Foundation
Sarah Tarditi Gallagher  
Memorial Fund
Tommie Cares Foundation
University of Maryland  
Medical Center
Wasserman Foundation
The Wawa Foundation
Zell Family Foundation

Estate of Brenda A. Anderson
Estate of Jerry Arbanas
Estate of Edith Blattner
Estate of Paul and Virginia Davis
Estate of Opal Bond Fairley
Estate of Carole Mae Frizzell
Estate of Charles L. Gardner
Charles Allen Garrett Jr. Estate

Stanley and Diana Gordon  
Revocable Trust
Faye Haven Trust
William Hoffman Estate
Estate of Anna K. Holliday
Estate of Jean S. Hubbard
Estate of Charles Johnson
Barbara Kelly Trust

Estate of Jean Kent 
Estate of Valerie S. Klipsch
Estate of Elizabeth Lee Louie
Jeffrey Lundahl Trust
Estate of Kathryn Mack
Dolleen Martin Estate
Estate of Meyer Mervis
Estate of Ernest Vander Molen

Ray Medley Estate
Estate of Dorothy B. O’Connor
Estate of Dorothy Mae Praegner
Estate of Marilyn Sanders
Estate of the Schiller Family
Susan Schultz Revocable Trust
Estate of Arthur Schultze

C. Parker Simpson and Suzanne 
Simpson Trust
Estate of Velma Darlene Smith
Estate of Paul Stewart
Estate of Ellen Widmayer
Estate of Brenda Joyce Wilburn
Estate of Rita Wilson

Mission Statement The National Kidney Foundation, a major voluntary nonprofit health organization, is dedicated to preventing kidney and urinary tract diseases,  
improving the health and well-being of individuals and families affected by kidney disease, and increasing the availability of all organs for transplantation.



Fueled 
by passion 

and urgency, NKF 
is a lifeline for all 

people a�ected by kidney 
disease. As pioneers of scientific 

research and innovation, NKF focuses 
on the whole patient through the lens of 

kidney health. Relentless in our work, we 
enhance lives through action, education 

and accelerating change.
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