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Background & Request

The Burden of Kidney Disease

Kidney Public Awareness Initiative

33
3 % of American

adults are at risk for kidney disease.
More than 37 million Americans have chronic
kidney disease (CKD), including nearly 750,000
with irreversible kidney failure.
90 percent of those with CKD have
not been diagnosed.

Disproportionate impact on minorities.
African Americans are three times as likely to
develop kidney failure as Caucasians.
Hispanics are 1.5 times as likely to develop
kidney failure as Caucasians.
Because early-to-moderate kidney disease
often has no symptoms, it can go undetected
until it has reached the advanced stages.

The Medicare program spends more than $120
billion – approximately 34 percent of total
spending – on patients with kidney disease.
End Stage Renal Disease affects only 1 percent of
Medicare beneficiaries, but accounts for 7
percent of Medicare spending.

To address this serious challenge, Congress should
invest $50 million in new funding toward the
diagnosis, prevention, and treatment of kidney
diseases and significantly increase funding for kidney
related research at the National Institutes of Health.
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Recommended funding level for FY 2021: $10 million
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Recommended funding level for FY 2021: $10 million
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Recommended funding level for FY 2021: $25 million
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Recommended funding level for FY 2021: $5 million
raise awareness of CKD and its complications, prevent and control risk factors, promote early diagnosis and treatment, and improve the quality of
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Recommended funding level for FY 2021: $10 million
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Recommended funding level: $2.25 billion
going forward. Improvements in prevention and care of kidney patients also
can help address the disproportionate impact of CKD and ESRD on Medicare.
Recommended funding level: $2.25 billion

