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OPTN Summer Comment Period: Optimizing Usage of Organ Offer Filters

The National Kidney Foundation (NKF) thanks the Organ Procurement and Transplant Network (OPTN)
for the opportunity to offer commentary on the concept paper, Optimizing Usage of Organ Offer
Filters, presented by the Operations and Safety Committee.

NKF supports initiatives that increase kidney utilization, expedite organ offer acceptance, and
decrease cold ischemia, which can potentially lead to delayed graft function and the non-
transplantation of procured kidneys.»? Kidney offer filters can be advantageous to both organ
procurement organizations (OPO) and transplant centers. OPOs can share organs efficiently with the
ability to place kidneys quickly, reducing the cold ischemic time (CIT) by making organ offers to
transplant centers willing to accept specific kidney characteristics, such as those with higher kidney
donor profile indexes (KDPI) or a kidney from an older donor. Transplant centers can limit their organ
offers to kidneys they are more likely to approve for their patients, significantly reducing the
communication traffic and reducing offers from OPOs outside their acceptance criteria.

Without further study, we would caution against making kidney offer filters mandatory. Every kidney
transplant program is unique, with varying clinical practices, and mandating its use could cause
unintended side effects without understanding how filters impact various centers.

The National Kidney Foundation (NKF) thanks OPTN for endeavoring to increase organ utilization and
advance technology to improve organ acceptance behaviors. Please get in touch with Morgan Reid,
Director of Transplant Policy and Strategy (morgan.reid@kidney.org), if there are opportunities for
NKF to support this initiative further.
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